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SAG, BALTIMORE (157-5068) 


SA KEVIN FOLEY 


BLACK EXTREMIST ACTIVITIES 
TN PENAL INSTIPOTIONS 


made avallable correspondence from SA» BERRY, 
153 Carmine Avenue, Baltimore, Md. to inmate EARL 
AHFED KNIGHT, JR., and a copy of a letter from KNIGHT 
to his father, EARL KNIGHT, SR., Dll Division Street, 
Apartment # 43, Carver Hall Apartments, Baltimore, 
Maryland, 21217. A copy of the above correspondence 
is attached, hereto. 
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baltimore, Maryland 


August 29, 1967 


I JAMES THOMAS said that he had talked with 

TIM CONWAY on 8/28/67 and CONWAY wanted to know if he 
had sent the article about the four plants to be 

burned down in the 4th District, to the newspapers. 
THOMAS said he lad not because CONWAY had said that he 
wanted it sent in unsigned and THOMAS did not feel the 
papers would do anything without having some signature 
or authorization. CONWAY then told THOMAS to send in 
the article and sign it, SNCC, CIG and Deacons. THOMAS 
intends to comply with CONWAY's insistance and give 
this to the papers as coming from the three~named 
organizations. 
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157-1008 DEACONS FOR DEFENSE & JUSTICE 

157?= CONWAY, VERNON (aka "TIM") 

1S7= - PRETTYUAN, JAMES Block Stamp 


1- BH (DEACONS FOR’ DEFENSE) RM 
Lownes County, Ala. 


SEARCHED INDEXED 
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4 SERIALIZED F 
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FBI — BALTIMORZ 
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wa, we F Z : ane _ oy : ot 
POLICE DEPARTMENT é — ae O 121—P, B.- 
CITY OF BALTIMORE © Pas. 1 eos ss 
. = S January 23, 1967 
from : Sergeant McNeal Breekiagton: 
To te .  & Major, Vincent D, Gavin 
Subject : A C.1I.G. (. Civic Titerest creup 9 Meeting : 


soot oe 
ee 
we 


Relative to the above subject, 7B entcaencial source working in 
-close cooperation ‘with this office reports that at about 1:30 PLM. this 
date, he gavpended a C.I.G. meeting at- ‘the © Oitice of C.1.G., 2338 Pa. Ave. 
wine hes 
mie The source states that when he: ‘entered. ‘the premises, he observed na. $48 
ot “eight males, seven ‘Colored Males ‘and one’ White Male, later identified as owe 
, John, a-V.I.S.T.A. worker from Buffalo State Un niversity. Two of the C/Males 
“1 ‘were recogni,ed as Vernon Conway and James Prettyman, Co-chairmen of the 
Civic Interest Group. It also appeared as though a meeting had just ended 
and Conway asked’ for the ‘attention of*those present and began a discussion 
“concerning " Organiging A’Deacons for ‘Defense.* He ( Conway ) explained " that 
this was a necessary step for Black people to take since no one else is 
really going to protect us, we will have ‘to protect ourselves." Conway, 
.went on torsay that this organization” must be made up of only Black people. 
uw: At this point,"Dino"” ( Prettyman ) spoke out " yea that means you too. John!, 
ty ;.you White people want to bein on everything, but jou wontt get in on this. 
“I am all for a Deacons For Defense or a Black revolution if that's what it 
takes: to get " Whitey." off my back.. ‘John ( the V.I.S.T.A. worker ) jumped 
to -his féet and said thats what, the unéducated Whites want, they would pro- 
bably invite violence, that way: they.would have a reason to strike out at 
mi-you, they would then say we are. only protecting ourselves. Prettyman, 
answered, ‘ well you had better tell them to get ready to protect themselves 
aicbecause we don't intend to take" anymore shit from you.". Prettyman, went on : 
to say that"you ( referring to the V.I.S.T.A. worker ) have been around about - 
acnonth or so and you think you ‘are an authority on the Black ghetto, but 
you ain't, you don't know what its all about. A minute ago, you were talking 
“about uneducated people wanting a revolution, well those educated and rich 
%-’ ones might want to see one, at least that's what you might believe, but I 
s don't. believe that none of them want. to. die and.if we go some of you are 
: wis+ going too. We are dying anyway, look: ‘at Black people dying in Georgia, 
a - Mississippi and Alabama, we might -as well take some of you with ys." Conway |. 
. interrupted and said when you.just use the word Deacons, white people get ie 7 
“eshook up. I think the sooner we get drganized ‘the better things will be. ee 
3 He (‘Conway ) took from his: desk a white sheet of paper and asked those pre- 
: sent, all except John, ‘to sign their name and address, if they wish to be 
_ @onsidered as candidate members in the Deacons ‘For Defénse Of Justice. 


Sete RES oe a 


2, 
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Continuation 


After the meeting sas cov. ucrd, 2 «uxformal discussio~ took place, 
pr.narily vetween the VIS Ta 1 cer era ~L.ettyran Tne VIS T 4 worker 
conteraed tnat the idea of a Deo-.~>s Fo~ Defense 1s fine, however, “ce doesn't 
feel tniat VWnites should pe e clulea Prevtvnar contended that tne matter of 
vnrtes varticipating 1s out 1e ( Prettyrer ) stated that tne Deacons ma.n 
~unction will be that of protect:“g Black people, so that's it 


FOTA(b) (7) - (D) that 1f 
there was a aelay .n getting organized it would be due to sone delav in 
corresvonaerce with the Deacons Por De“erse in Lownes County, Alabama 4e 

| ( Conwev ) stated that he has written to the Deacons avd is trying to get 
one of them at the first organizational meeting 


Respectfully, 


1 . Li mn CY & Burk fon 


Sgt McNea. brockingto: 
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ICE Dili scLaant 3 
/ -- 
é : \/Ienuary 25, 1957 
¢ 
; ' 
From : Sergeant McNeal Brockington 
Lo : Major Vincent D. Gavin 
Subject 2 A C.I.G. ( Civic Interest Group ) Meeting 


Relative to the above subject, a confidential source workin. in 
close cooperation with this office reports that at about 1:30 P.M. this 
date, he attended a C.1.G. meetin- at the office of C.1.G., 2338 Pa. Ave. 


: The source states that wher he entered the premises, he odserved 
eight males, seven Colored Males znd one White Male, later identified as 
Jonn, a V.I.S.T.A. worker from Bufislo Stste University. To of the C/Mcies 
were recogni,ed as Ver non Con nway é James Prettyman, Co-chairmen of tne 
Civic Interest Group. It also anveared as though a meeting nai just ended 
and Conway askec* for the attentio.-of those nresent aid bez. nt a discussion 


- 


~ 
~~ 
- 
ua 


concerning " Orzaniging A Deacers For Deferse. He ( Conway > exvleiszed " that 
g x 


, this was a necessary step for Blacx peovie to take since no one else is 

really going to protect us, we will have to protect ourselves." Coney 
went on to say that this organizaz ion must be made up of only Black Seale, 
At this point,"Dino" ( Prettyman ) syoke out " yea shat cess you too Jonz., 
you White people want to be in on everything, but you woatt get in on tnis. 
I am all for a Deacons For Defense or a Black revolution if shat's ‘raat it 
takes to get " Whitey " off my back. Jonna ( the V.I.S.T.A. worser ) jumped 
to his feet and said thats what the uneducated Whites want, they would Dro 
bably invite violence, that way they would have a reason to aaa ous at 
you, they would then say we are only protecting ourselves. restynar, 
answered, " well you nad better tell them to zet meee. to ech Tue: 

> because we don't interd to take Goer (Balt from you." Precvyman, we 
to say that"you ( referring to the V.I.S.7.4. worker ) have been aroun 
a month or so and you think you are an suthorizvy on the BSlacx ghetzo, bi 
‘you ain't, you don't xnow what its all about. A minute ago, you were valiting 
about uneducated peovle wanting a revolution. .e11 those educated and rich 
ones might want to see one, at least that's wnat you might believe, but = 
don't believe that none of them went to die and if we go some of you are 
going too. We are dying anyway, look at Black people dying in Georgia, 

Mississippi and Alabama, we might as well take some of you with vs." Conway 

interrupted and said when you just use the word Deacons, white peosle set 
shook up. I think the sooner we set organized the better things will be. 

He ( Conway ) took from his desk a white sheet of paner and asked those vre- 

sent, all except Jonn, to sign their name and address, if they :ishn to_be 

considered as candidate members in the Deacons For Defense Of Justice. 

FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
ana if yossiole " bring a friend if he's 
acx veopie." — we 


OQ. 3 i 
ct @ 
Oo 
iy 


dedicated to protecting his 


” . - Continued - 
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~~ 21—>, EB. 
IU) Dak RTUANT . - 121 
TY OF BALTIZIORE ( - 


€ 
Continuation. ccoce 


After the meeting was conc 


u mal discussion took pisce, 
primarily oetween the V.I.S.T.a. vores 
w 


v 
ttyman. fne V.I.S.T.A. worker 
@ is fine, however, he doesn't 
, an contendeé that the matter of 
Whites participating is out. He . Pret 2 ) stated that the Deacons main 
function will be that of protectiaz Bla 


there was a delay in getting orguaized it would be due to some delay ir ‘ 
correspondence with the Deacons For Defense in Lownes Courty, sALabama. He 
( Conway ) stated that hé has written to the Deacons and is trying to se 


one of them at the first organizational meeting. 


cr 


Respectfuily, 
. Ca 
4 ’ ee 
“ a — weet ~—-, jo f 
a: - Yee / thon ow 
oe 17) ofa at on om 


Sgt. McNeal 3rockingvor. 


Vi Keoerat ne Aelia ble 
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FD-209 (Rev. 9-13-65) ‘ 
10 


OPTIONAL NO 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN REG NO 27 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO SAC BALTIMORE FOIA(b) (7) - (D) DATE 2/15/67 


5030-106 


Clcr COSsi [OR (Prob) 
fzyPcit CPs! [COR 


FROM SA STEPHEN S. TRAVIS 
SUBJECT FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 2 


Dates of Contact 
2/10/67 
Titles and File #s on which contacted 
157-1008 


Purpose and results of contact 


(_INEGATIVE 
Gx] POSITIVE 
(_] STATISTIC 


The above PCI was contacted and requested to attempt to join 
the "Deacons for Defense" group, being formed in Baltimore, 
through "Civic Interest Group" (CIG) Headquarters located 
at 2338 Pennsylvania Ave., Baltimore. PCI stated he would 
attempt to join above organization and inform the writer of 
its stage of organization and plans, if any. 


The PCI was requested and agreed to contact the writer by 
phone only, in the event he obtained information of value 
or succeeded in penetrating the "Deacons for Defense". 


PCI had no other pertinent information to relate to the writer. 


(X] Informant certified that ne tse . Rating Coverage 
furnished all information obtaine 
by him since last contact. Good Previously reported 


HW 432765 Docld:325827556 Page 29 


FD-306 p (s-24-58) 


™) ae 


Received bY : 


5 fF vio- bens? teres 1 


Date received 


[7 7E-EP? 


Method of delivery (check appropriate blocks) 
A a“ . 
Cihin person [—lby telephone Cl by mail Co orally | recording device written by Informant 


Date of Report 
4-G-€F 

Date(s) of activity 
1-9 -EP 


If ely furnished and reduced to writing by Agent:. 
Date 


Dictated $< to 


Transcribed 


Authenticated 
by Informant 


Brief description of activity or material 


Deter 5 fer Lekin Sa. 
7 @ 


File where original is located if not attached 
FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


Remorks: 


1 NEW ORLEANS (THE DEACONS OF DEFENSE & 
JUSTICE, INC.) RM 


FOIA ( 


Block Stamp 


_ | SEARCHED INDEX=D._.. 
SERIALIZED 0 On é 
: JANY 1954 


FBI—BALTINOR 
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Cover Sheet for Informant Report or Material 
FD-306 (3-21-58) 2 Sa 


Vv ~ 


Date received: eae a a name or symbol number) . 


ir 4 elon Ae e 


Method of delivery (check appropriate blocks) 


Received by 


CXTin person CIby telephone Colby mail | orally [J recording device (-] written by Informant 


If orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agent: Date of Report 


Date Je 
7 
Dictated LE 5 ee a ee eae, 3 G ¢ 


Date(s) of activity 


Transcribed ——________ of ety 


Authenticated 
by Informant 


Brief description of activity or material 


File where original is located if not attached 


wy tc. De: / a Ase 
Remarks: COPIES 
100-16630 CORE 
100-20684 WATIONAL STAPRZS RIGHTS PARTY 
157-987 CARROLL, JOSEPH JOHN 
157-1500 ROBUSTO, ROBERT 
157-1429 CATHOLIC ANTI-COMMUNIST COMMITTEE 
157-876 WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL 
157-DEAD  LUTHARDT, CHARLES 
1090-16471 NOI 
157-1274  WAIMASTER, VERNON J. 
157~1039 MURPHY, ROBERT 
157-1111 SHELTON, ROBERT 
157-1446 UKA = MD. 
157-1463 BALTO. COUNTY 
157-1653 LYNCH, CHARLES CONLEY (REV) 


157-39 STONER, JESSE B. 
__ 157-1008 DEACONS OF DEFENSE & JUSTICE 
FIVs18 1 


(16) 


Block Stamp 


SEARCHED "DCKED F 
SERIELI7=0 Ayiep Fs 
FQ i9c5' 

|__# es LT a. oN 


—— SS 
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ara Se Ss Se Sa Ee EN pe ee eee rn ae See a Se ee Tt ee om ee ee me Poet fe eer Z\ 
3 etree i. {f ' . \ 
- \ ~INTRA-BUREAU CORRESPONDENCE - ~” 
BALTIMORE COUNTY POLICE BUREAU July 3, 1966 
‘ DATE 
TO: Inspector E. F, Adams 
FROM: . Officer Charles W. Tenney 


SUBJECT: Confidential Information 


Sirs 

On July 3, 1966 approximately 2:30 P.M. the undersigned was contacted by Lieutenant 
Hasson, Baltimore City Police Department, at this time the Lieutenant advised that his 
department felt they might have some trouble from ‘N.S.R.P.at the Knox Presbyterian Church, 
1307 Eutaw Flace, Baltimore City, and requested the undersigned to come to the Intelligence 
Office, Baltimore City. 


‘. Prior to leaving for Baltimore City, I contacted you and arrangements were made 
to cover the Deacons and C.0.R.H. car radio units on Channels 5-7-11-17, Citizen's tand 
radio. Sergeant Morgan, Baltimore County Auxiliary Police, furnished the radio equipment 
and men for this detail from 7:00 P.M. to 12:00 Midnight, July 2 » 1966. 


Upon arriving at C.0.R.E. Convention, 1307 Eutaw Place, Baltimore City, at 7:30 P.k 
it was observed that a small group of C.0.R.E. members were standing outside the Knox 
Presbyterian Church. At 7:45 P.M. the Church doors were opened and the group started to go 
inside. 


At 8:00 P.M. Joseph John Carroll, leader of N.S.R.P. » arrived with 19 teenagers 
with sign that read, Who needs niggers, etc. Carroll started his march on the grass strip 
in front of the Church as soon as his group arrived. Carroll and his group would shout, 
"Down with niggers!, Kill niggers!, Who needs niggers !", etc. This caused some remarks to 
be made by the Negro bystanders. 


Later Robert Robusto, W/M, Catholic Anti-Communist Committee 9 arrived with one 
white female and one white male from the White Citizens Council, and they also marched with 
Charles Ivthardt in front of the Knox Presbyterian Church. During this time Iuthardt 
shouted, "I am coming in", and ran towards the main entrance of the Church. Upon arriving 
on the second step of the Church, Iuthardt stopped and returned to the street making the 
remark, "That shook up those niggers". 


Later in the evening Robusto, Luthardt, and the two members from the White Citi- 
zens Council tried to enter the Church again. Then Lincoln 0. Lynch came out and advised 
the group - "You are welcome to come in but you are not bringing that flag or signs into 
the Church". The group returned to their picket lines. 

7 

Luthardt stated he wanted to speak at the Convention and tell the Negr + group the 
truth, not a one-sided story like the one they were hearing from lynch. At this ‘aoint two 
automobiles and a V.i/. Bus arrived with members and honor guard from the Black}: slim. As 
soon as the vehicles stopped the passengers got off the bus and went inside the ‘nurch and 
took up their posts at all exits and on the stage behind the speaker. 


The main point in the speech given by the leader of the Muslim's was, "the black 
man wants to do everything the white man does. He no longer wants to be the black man he is". 


Last to arrive were three vehicles containing colored females dressed in white. 
These subjects also entered tne Church with great speed. 
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; NTRA-BUREAU CORRESPONDENCE ~~“ 
BALTIMORE COUNTY POLICE BUREAU July 3, 1966 
’ DATE 
TO: 
FROM: ; 
SUBJECT: Confidential Information (continued) ~ Page ~-2- 


Two hundred feet of 16 mm movie film was taken by the undersigned. 


The matter was handled very well by Colonel Frank J. Battaglia and his men, 
There was no trouble or arrest. 


During the above mentioned demonstration, Vernon J. Naimaster was observed in the 
crowd by the undersigned. Naimaster was standing under one of the large trees to the left 
of the main entrance to the Church. He was not involved in any of the action but he was 
carrying a camera, believed to be size 620. With him was Robert Murphy alleged member of 
N.S.R.P. and K.B.1., working out of Robert Shelton's office of the U.N.K., Inc. 


The undersigned spoke with Mr. Naimaster for approximately one-half hour. During 
this time Mr. Naimaster told me that he nor none of his members were planning to march, 
demonstrate, etc., during the C.0.R.E. Convention in Baltimore City because, according to 
Naimaster, the nigger has control of the city and it has been given to them by the city 
officers; the same as Jews have control in the city. Mr. Naimaster further stated if the 
niggers come into the county (meaning Baltimore County - Naimaster lives in the County) or 
South Baltimore, the Klan will take steps to put and keep them out. 


I asked Mr. Naimaster if he or any of the Klavern Heads (E.C's) are planning to 
hold any rallies or marches in the County and Mr, Naimaster replied, there will te rallies 
held soon in the Baltimore area but at this time I do not want to say when or where, but 
they will be near Baltimore City. “I will contact you (meaning the undersigned) or your 
department in advance and advise the time, date and location of any marches or rallies, to 
be held in the County. I have talked with Mr. Naimaster many times and found him to be 
truthful as far as giving the police advance notice of rallies, etc. (this also for his own 
protection). : 


Later in the evening I spoke with Ernest Thomas and during the conversation I 
found Thomas to be cool and calm, up till Joe Carroll passed him and shouted, "who needs 
niggers !" This disturbed Thomas very mch. Seeing this happen two colored male members 
from the C.0.R.=. Convention came over to Thomas and talked him out of, as Thomas put it, 
"Stomping him into the ground". Thomas can become very dangerous and his own people say 
that he will kill. Thomas believes very much in Black Power and in the Deacons and would 
like to get a group of Deacons started in the Baltimore area. 


: According to Lieutenant Hasson, Carroll is planaing street rallies anc whall meetings 
in the Dundalk area very soon and will be backing subjects by the names of Pruct and Leono 
for public office. Also, Stones and Connie, Lynch of N.S.R.P. are to be in the EF Ltimore area 
July 1, 15, and 16 for N.S.R.P. meeting and rallies. The meeting may be held < ? the Holiday 
Inn, Towson. A check will be made into this and the information forwarded to your office. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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SAC, CHICAGO (157-1419) 11/22/66 
SAC, BALTIMORE (157-1847) 

VILLARD DIXON 

Ro 


ReBhairtel 11/22/66. 


Enclosed herewith for Chicago are two Polaroid prints of the 
photograph of WILLARD DONOVAN OFX0ON, IR. which appears on 

the Baltimore Xerox ¢ of DIXON's “application for Bureau 
ecaployuent dated 7/25/63. ‘These prints are being furnished 
inasmuch as the Xerox copy of applicant furnished by referenced 
airtel does not reflect a clear picture of DIXON. 


Yor information, Baltimore file 67-19188 reflects that 
WILLARD DONOVAN DIXON was investigated as a BUAP ~ CLERX in 
yon and Bop tenets: 1963-, io unfavorable infomation was 


FOIA (b) (7) -. (C) 
FOIA (b) (6) 


2 = Chicago (157-1419) (Enc .2) 
ISTERED var) 


157-1847) 
Q - 157-1 DEACORS OHS) 
FAW s 

(4) 
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SAG. FOTA(b) (7) - (D) 6=-8-66 
FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


It is felt that thia PCI can logically be approached re 
the DDI. He was contacted August 22, 1966 and advised that 
he had no knowledge concerning the DDJ, but would be 


alert for samée 


PCI was instructed to attempt to gather informaticn on 
Pennsylvania Avenue, where an opportunity might present 
ttself to learn of DDJ recruitinge 


SA WILLIAM De O*BRIEN 


SEP 2 1966 
{EI-BALTINOVE «3% 
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SAC, CHICAGO (157-1419) 11/22/66 
SAC, BALTIMORE (157-1847) 


WILLARD DIXOW 
aM 


ReBAsirtel 11/22/66. 


Enclosed herewith for Chicago arc two Poleroid prints of the 
photograph of WILLARD DONCVAN DIXON, JR. which appears on 

the Baltimore Xerox c¢ of OIX0N's application for Bureau 
employment dated 7/25/63. These prints are being furnished 
imesmuch es the Xerox copy of applicant furnished by referenced 
eirtel does not reflect a clear picture of DION. 


gh brieste 


FOI 


(b) (7) - (C) 
FOIA (b) (6) 
2 ~ Chicego (157-1419) (mc .2 
(anni saat) ) 
(B+ Beltinore (1 = 157-18k7) 
1 - 157-1008 DEACOHS) 
FIs —_— 
(4) 
f: 
wernt enh tent SI 
Serielited nth nen tmnt 
Prd OXOd a emnentinaenctncintenee 
a1 Ce a a 
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11/22/66 


REGISTERED MAIL 


SHE, CHECAGO (15 ; ~LEIQ) 
FROM: SAC, BALDIMORE (257-1847) 


SUBJECT: WILLARD DI) ae 
RACTAL MATTERS 


“FOIA (b) (6) 


Re Chicage airtel to Baltinere See Ss 


Gn Nevenber 22, 1966, Mrs, MARY. RUGAIERO, Glerk, 
“focal Board 21, Baltimera, Havylond,. advigedtbhat HULLARD 
TONS : 


OVAN DIXON, Selective Service Mimber 1S ~BL4S.89, berm — 
48 currently claseis 
he wivised that aecording te hee reeorda, DIXON was 
ee in eon bact pers that Board ay October, 1966, when he 


requested o duplleate eee Serviee card.. Hed , RUGGIERO 


gtated that she was unable to Punish any additional inforha- 


Sion including DEIXGN's current residence or enployne nt. 


The Baltimore Office is directing = letter 6c 
eculve Somes Headquarters, Baltimore, ee syland, raquest- 
ing permission to 3 review VW TLEAND DOHOVAN DIXO OH! s selective 
Bery ace file} however, in view of the conbistent refusal 
ef the Selective service Systerm in Horyland to perait. Buch 
veview. of Selective Service fllen, it SB not anticipated 
thet this rveapesh will be granted. i 


A royieu ef Baltimore piles vefleets that WILUARD 
DONGVAN DIXON, Selective Service Muwber 
1o-21-45=89, eubmiveed an app ication for employment with - 


Ay? Capone Bei 37-1387 yo 1) (REGISTERED ATR MATL) 
By 
= Defense Sor 
Searched ee aaaeed 
Serialized. 44 


Indexed ______. ~ 
Filed 2a 


/G PLE OF C f 
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BA 157-1047 


the Bt, dated duly. 25, 1963. Inasmuch ag this individual 
is identical with WILLARD DONOVAN DIXON, JR.;, who is a 
registrant with Local Board 21, a Xerox copy of this 
application is enclosed for Chicago. 


BPaltinere will furnish 4& better representation 


of WILLARD DONOVAN DEXON, JR."e photograph a8 soon ap it 
“$8 proceaged. 


jr 
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“OPTIONAL, FORM: 1NQ.40 Pn : 
May: 192: EDITION ™ a 


UNITED ‘STATES Go -ERNMENT » 


M emorandum 


xe) SAC (157-1008) | oe ‘DATE! 10/19/66. 


“prom. -:-SA THOMAS J. REPPE 


SUBJECT: | DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC. 


Re memo of Supv. M. E. Garrison dated 6/18/66, 


On 10/1)/66[ror.) 7) = 1D was contacted concerning above 
captioned matter. He: advised that he is not a member of any 
Civil Rights organizations. He has never heard of the organization, 
Deacons of Defense and Justice, ‘Ine. He had no interest in. 
Civil Rights organizations and had no interest in becoming a member 
of any Civil Rights organizations, including the Deacons of Defense 
and » Justice, Inc. 


- (D) 


a. Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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FD-209 (Rev.9-13965), is 
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 110° : ‘eS / 5010-106 { 

"WAY 1962 EDITION oe ~ : 2 Nee 


GSA-GEN. ‘REG. NO. 27: 


UNITED STATES: GOVERNMENT es 


sioasiaion 
‘TO = Pca BALLIMORE FOIA(b) (7) = (D) ‘DATE: 10/13/66 
- a ea oe EJS! fe] R (Prob) : | 
“FROM; SAY : : : 

_ *“ MAURICE D. du BOIS Ore.rss cor 
yatpec | | Oo 
SURES FOIA(b) (7) - (D) : 


Dates: of Contact 


Fife: #s:'on which. contacted 


: Purpose and results of contact 


co Thin: informant: telephonically commmicated with 
POAT She: writer on this date and stated that. 
Osranistie everything was quiet. and that he had been unable. 
-¢o obtain any’ information to. indicate that the Deacons for 
Defense and Justice or the RAM organizations are functioning 
in any way. in: this area, at: ‘this: wee 


t 


igh 


Informant certified! that he: has 
”/ furnished all information obtained 
|. by him since last contact. | 


Coverage 


Previously. reported es 


‘Rating 
___— Good 


i SE RCHED me 
_ SEAMED 


Hf 


jaltamore|_ 
ims 
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OPTIONAL FORM No. io as : ; é : 
* MAY 1682; EDITION: ; yo st : : 
GSA FPMR.(41 CFR)’ 01 11.6: : = ) 


: UNITED: STATES. Se wee 
MM emorandum oo Loe 
cro: $86, (157-2008) ares 20/1/65 


“FROM : SA --JORn J. GROGAN: a a . 
. Supject: Deacon Of Defense And Justice, Inc. 

“On. on 9/29/67 —Tpavasea that he had never 
béard | of the Deacon: oF Defense or of: anyone: “in the Baltimore 
area ‘ettempting to. organize ‘for such a group.” 


FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


? LGARSHED. | 
i SeRVALIESD 


Buy U ‘S. Savings. Bonds Regularly. on: the Payroll Savings Plan 
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FD 209 (Rev 9 13 65) f 


ee STATES GOVERNMENT 
Memorandum 
TO SAC DATE 
BALTIMORE| rota) (7) - (0) 90/20/66 


Cici (Cs [_] R (Prob) 
Ceci (_)Psi (JR 


FROM SA 


MAURICE D. DU BOIS 


SUBJECT C1] 


Dates of Contact 
9/7/66 


Titles and File #8 on which contacted 


1 CORE, FILE 


ar 


Purpose and results of contact 
(_] NEGATIVE 


CH) POSITIVE 
(J STATISTIC 


RE: 


DECANS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
TNCORPORATED 


-_ 157-100 


This informant telephonically advised that 
° SA M, D. BU BOIS that at 10:50 PM on this date that 
he had made inquiries regarding the above organization 
and had ascertained that the group had never really 
started in this area. In his words he stated that the 
organization had never got off the ground here and that 
they were not functioning at this time. 


RE: PROSPECTIVE DEMONSTRATION AT 
TOMMY TUCKER STORE oN 
PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE B 
REPRESENTATIVES OF CORE AND 


#4 | Informant certified that he has Rating Coverage 
furnished all information obtained GOOD PREVIOUSLY REPORTED 
by him since last contact 


j~- each copy above 
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OF on 1 ORM No 10 5010-106 \ x OR 


ee ee » ope a oe amesh ee 


OTHER GROUPS, 157- 


Informant stated that he had just received word | 
~ « bhat CORE and its associated groupd were going to demonstraté,’ 
at the Tommy Tucker Store located in the 1700 block Pennsylvania 
Avenue, beginning at 9.00 AM on 9/8/66. 


This information was immediatel thereafter furnished 


telephonically to the duty agent SA T. OWSKI who was 
requested to inform acting relief supervisor BENNETT and 
SA F. WALSH, 
\ 
- 2% . 
| 
/ 
_ ee ee 


HW 432765 Docld:325827556 Page 44 


OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 & ra 
MAY 1962 EDITION \ C) 


GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 10 


101-11 6 s / 
‘UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
1 


Memorandum 
TO hfe. PS Oe by Coe ne t1s7- 100%) DATE pbfre [or 


FROM ud ff PLrames J Walt 
SUBJECT rene s Dfrnee pee 2 


fe #4 


Chime iL0a, sfisfot, (doraanracd 20) an — | 


Buy US Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan ' | 
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GSA FPMR (41'CFR) 101-11 6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO SAC, BALTIMORE (157-1008) DATE 9/29/66 
a nia 
FROM SA ROBERT C BLOUNT 


SUBJECT DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND 
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED 
RM 


at Rememo Supervisor M E GARRISON 8/18/66 


FOTA(b) (7) - (D) advised 
on 8/25/66, he has never heard of such an organization, 
however, he will be alert for any information coming to 
his attention regarding such an organization 


FOIA(b) (7) - (D)Wwas again contacted on 9/22/66, and 
said he has made sereet inquiry and been alert for in- 
formation pertaining to the above captioned organization, 
however, he has been able to obtain no information whatsover 
He knows no persons no person belonging to this organization i 
or trying to recruit members 


ee une 
RCB elt 
/ 
} (2) 


re 
ioe Buy US Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savngs Plan 
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| GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11 6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


io 


TO SAC, BALTIMORE (157-1008) DATE 9/29/66 
FROM SA ROBERT C BLOUNT 
SUBJECT DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND @PFOTA(O) G7) “= EB) 
JUSTIVE, INCORPORATED : 
RM 


Re memo Supervisor M. ED Garrison 8/18/66. 


FOIA(b) (7) — (D) advised on 8/25/66 he has 
never heard of captioned organization, however, he will 
be alert for any information -. 


On 9/21/66[ __—ijadvised he has been unable to 
obtain any information regarding this organization and 
knows no persons trying to organize such a group or anyone 
belonging to this group. He does not feel he will be 
approached to join since he does not have a reputation 
for being sympathetic to such organizations 


ff eg 
aa Buy US Savings. Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


: 
OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 ~ 
MAY 1962 EDITION y 

1 


TO SAC (157-1008) pATE September 9, 1966 


FROM SA LOUIS S LEAR 


SUBJECT DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND 
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED 
RM 


Memorandum 


Rememo of SUPVRM E CARRISON dated 8/18/66 


on 8/25/64Por) 7) - 0) Pdvased that the captioned organization 


was unknown to him 


This informant is of low mental cspacity and he has 
never held a steady job There is no indication that he has 
ever betrayed a confidence wht the Bureau and it 1s possible 
he would be willing gto attempt to infiltrate this organization. 
This possibility was not explored with him pending specific 
instructions as to whether or not it 1s desired that this 
informant be considered for this assignment 


@) 157-1008) 
1) FOTA(b}) (7) - (D) 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 } 

MAY 1962 EDITION A 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-18 6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


| 

Memorandum 

TO (157-1008) DATE September 9, 1966 
FROM SA LOUIS S LESR 


SUBJECT DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTTCE, INCORPORATED 
RM 


Rememo of Suor M Z GARRISON dated 8/18/66 


on 8/2hn /6q ror) - 0 Jadvised thet the captioned 


organization 1s unknown to him 


This informant is young and somewhat ambif1ous. 
He fas always worked regularly and is fairly intelligent 
although hb speech 18 very poor. He has been very cooperrtive 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 ~ 
may ea eg C OQ 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum | 


TO SAC (157-1008) DATE September 1, 1966 

FROM SA LOUIS S LEAR 

SUBJECT DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND 
JUSTICE, INCOPPORATED 
RM 


on 8/18/66 advised captioned 


organization 1swmknown to him. 


| 
This PCI was discontinued at onw time because of 
a mental problem and although he has never been know tor | 


furnish any unreliable information 1t 1s recommended 
he not be considered for such a delicate assignment 
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TIONAL FORM NO {10 ™ 

mr 9ee BON Co C? 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
TO SAG, BALTIMORE (157-1008) DATE 9/27/66 
FROM SA JOHN J GROGAN 
SUBJECT DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC 

RM 
“ROTA (b) (7) - (D) 


On 9/23/66, [ _____ was contacted and he 
advised that he had never heard of the Deacons of Defense 


or anyone 4n Baltimore who has been attempting to recruit 
anyone for such an organization 


- BA l [-1008) 
FOIA ( 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 CS 


JAAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11 6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO SAC (157-1008) 
FROM SA JAMES P BROWN 
SUBJECT DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND 


JUSTICE INC 
RM 


pate 8/31/66 


Re Memo Supr GARRISON to SAC, dated 8/18/66. 


FoIA(b) (7) - (0) [was contacted re captioned organization on 8/29/66s 


advocate violence, 


€1)- 157-1008 
1 


He advised that he had heard a rumor of the organization but 
nothing definite He advised that he would attempt to ascertain 
if the organization is in Baltimore and names of any organizers 
or members. He advised that he, peronally, would not have any 
association with any of the militant type of organizations which 


«] FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
JPB/ jpb 
er (5 2 -(00g - 5 2 
{ eaPoneD IND XED 


"i i 
‘iz <0 
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TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT 


OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 5010—106-05 
MAY 1962 EDITION a 
GSA GEN R G NO 27 ( 


UNITED STATES GO~-nRNMENT a 


Memorandum 


SAC, BALTIMORE (157-1008) DATE 8/30/66 
SA ROBERT W. DAVIS 


DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND 
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED 
RM 


On 8/25 /66[Fomm cm - o | a Negro Confidential Informant 
of the Baltimore Office, advised that he knew of no such 
organization as the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc., 
nor had he heard of any attempt in the area with which he is 
familiar, to recruit or organize such an organization. 


i Case eae whose value is in general 
criminal activities in the immediate area of his residence. 


It was not deemed atvisable or logicalX#¥ to further 
discuss the purposes or aims of above captioned organization. 


It 1s believed that Informant will contact this office 


at any time when he has information that any disturbance type 
group has plans for riots, violence or similar activity. 
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Cover Sheet for Informant Report or Mater,al_ 
IFD 306 (3 21 58) aes ) 


Date received Received from (name or symbol number) 


Fin person Clby telephone Lol by mail 


Ifrorally furnished and reduced to writing by Agent 


Date 


Dictated ie tt 


Transcribed 


Authenticated 
by Informant 


Brief description of activity or material 
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C) orally 


Received by 


ca recording device 


f SERIAL 


HED _____ INDEXED ____ 


(J written by Informant 


Date(s) of aétivity 


Yee 


Block Stamp 


wen Cb I 
SEP? 1965 


FBI -— BALTIMORE 


File where original is located if not attached 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 f 
MAY 1962 EDITION ( } 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) TO1—11 6 vs — 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO SAC (157-1008) DATE 8/30/66 


NX 


FROM SA MARION M. WRIGHT 


SUBJECT DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND 
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED 
RM 


Rememo of Superfisor M E GARRISON dated 8/18/66 and captioned 
as abow. 


FOIA(b) (7) - (D) was cofftedted this date. He advised that 

6 works long hours and has no time for any outside acYtivity. 
He has heard of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc but 
knows nothing other than was he fas read in tthe newspapers. 
He would take no part in thekr activites and would not join 

such an Oo aarti one ee could not devote any time toward 
this on behalf of the FBI because he does not have the time. 
Further, he does not care to become involwed with such an 
organization. 


1l- La iH2008 
7 FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
MMW mmw 

(2) 
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SAC, BAMPIMORE | 2o1an) 17) - 0) 9/22/66 


SA MAURICE D. duBOIs 


RE: DECANS OF DEFENSE AND 
JUSTICE, INC.3 RM 


Informant stated that he had heard of this 
organization but did not know anyone who belonged to it 
and:knew nothing to indicate that it was actuallyin « 
existance here. He stated that if he could be furnished 
with the location of the organization and the identity 


of the person who is doing the enlisting for members that 
he would be glad to assist in obtaining information about 


it. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 ™ h 
MAY 1962 EDITION anal 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101—11 6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 
TO SAC, BALTIMORE (157-1008) DATE 9/22/66 | 
FROM SA PAUL R MILBORN | 


co 


SUBJECT DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC 
RM 


Re memo of Supervisor MAURICE E GARRISON dated 


on 9/15/66f{ = | Baltimore, 
advised SA PAUL R MILBORN that he has recently heard 
of the Deacons of Defense through reading about it in 
Ebony Magazine He stated, however, that he has heard 
of no attempts to organize this in Baltimore He will 
advise the writer if he hears anything about it 


8/18/66 
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f SAC, BALTIMORE FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 9/19/66 
~ 
f , SA WALTER M, GORDON 


\ vr 
é a? 


Justice and has never heard of the organization, He stated 
that he is not involved in any racial groups, however, if he 
learns of any activity of the part of, DDJ or any other racial 


if 
i 
~ It is the writers opinion that this informant is not 
. sufficiently Yacially inclined to be of any value to the Bureau 
re inflitration of the DDJ. For the most part, Informant 


furnishes informafi.on regarding gambling and gambling operations 
in the Pennsylvania “Avenue section of Baltimore, 


17-006 Yb 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 l 
MAY 1962 EDITION | 
fi GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 10111 6 


UNITED STATES: GOVERNMENT’ 


Memorandum 
TO - SAC, BALTIMORE | voratji7) - 1) DATE 9/16/66 i 


FROM = SA JOHN F. HANSON 


PCL was contacted on September 13, 1966, to 

explore his potential to obtain information concerning the 

f __ Beacons of Defense. This PCT has not as yet furnished any 
pertinent information concerning criminal cases on which he 
was previously contacted. He appears cooperative but perhaps 
a little too eager to obtain information, tIn view of this, 
his emotional stability, and discretion, 0o.further efforts 
will be made at this time to direct his activities to obtain 
information concerning any racial matters. In the event that — = 
he furnishes pertinent criminal informatinn and displays : 
information of judgement, efforts will then be made to further 
explore his potential accordingly. = 
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OPTIONAL FORM'NO 10 
MAY 1962 EDITIONT 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101—11.6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


17 ~ 10018" 
: SAC, BALTIMORE[ =] 
FROM SA JAMES W ASCHENBRENER 
SU 
BES FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
RM 
On 9/2/66, PCI 
FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
a e aa never earda o 


Justice, Inc. and he was unaware 
activity was taking place on the 
racial or civil rights matters, 

izational activity on the Avenue 
successful since the inhabitants 


e Deacons o 


O 


DATE 9/2/66 


~ DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC 


FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


advised 
Defense and 
that any organizational 
Avenue in connection with 
PCI stated that any organ- 
would most probably be un- 
of that area are not inter- 


ested in such organization. PCI added that attempts at any 
type of such organization would have the best chance of 
success in the Northwest Baltimore area. No reasons for 
such statement were given. Under the circumstances, the 
DDJ matter was not further discussed 


PCI stated additionally that he does not suspect 
any outbreak of violence in the Pennsylvania Avenue area 
in the immediate future. This area has been and apparently 
will continue to be relatively calm. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO j10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA'PPMR (41 CFR} TOI—116 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO SAC, BALTIMORE (157-1008) pate 8/25/66 
ne 
FROM SA GERALD N) SMITH 


SUBJECT DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND 
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED 
RM 


Re Memo for file dated 8/18/66, from Supervisor M E GARRISON 


that it be considered whether PCI 
could be logically and with security 
approached concerning captioned organization and possibly be 
used to infiltrate this organization 


Fora(b)(7) ~ (D) thas only been open since May, 1966, and since his 


initial contact_he has been contacted onl as me P 
1s_employed at FOIA(b) (7) = (D) 


rola(b) (7) - (D) where he works 12 hours a@ day, seven days a week This 
leaves the PCI very little time for himself and he has 
indicated he likes to spend what little time he has in 
social activities To date the PCI has furnished only one 
1tem of value and it appears from limited contact with him 
that he would furnish information if it came to his attention 
but he would not actively pursue information or go out of his 
way to obtain information Consideration is being given to 
closing this PCI if within the next two contacts he does not 
produce substantial information of value 


Due to the aforegoing, it is not felt it would be feasible, 
and with security, to approach the PCI and have him attempt 
to join captioned organization and furnish information 
regarding this organization 
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14 OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 

: MAY 1962 EDITION i 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11 6 2 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


| Memorandum 


| to SAC (157-1008) aacee 
| 8/25/66 
| 
* susyecr 4 DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, 
INC 
RM 


The contents of above memo have been _read and it is the 
opinion of the reporting agent thatporatb)(7) - ()fbould not 
logically ard with security be approached regardirg this 


Re memo of Supr GARRISON to the SAC dated 8/18/66 
| matter because of ancessive drinking habits. 
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&. TONAL FORMINO 10 7 
we Ay 1962 EDITION! C) 6 


GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-171 S 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum , 


TO! « SAC, BALTIMORE (157-1008) DATE 8/18/66 


FROM SUPR M & GARRISON 


SUBJECT PEACONS OF DEFENSE AND 
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED 
‘RM 


The Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated, 
(DDJ) 1s a Negro organization incorporated under the laws 
of Lou1rsiana with headquarters at Jonesboro, La It was 
organized in 1965 and at that time had as one of the purposes 
the arming of Negroes for protection against Klan violence, 
and the organization became active in racial. demonstrations in 
Louisiana A CHARLES SIMS, in June, l'966, was a self-admitted 
President of the DDJ, at Bogalusa, Lou1siana (information | 
developed by New Orleans indicated, there were known or alleged | 
| 
4 
} 


sy 


chapters in Louisiana, Cleveland, Mississipp1, Washington, D«€ , 
and Chicago, Il1}> This can best be described as an exitremely 
militant all-Negro organization whose members have advocated 
violence and the use of violence 


An ERNEST THOMAS, of Louisiana, allegedly the 
national Vice-President and Northern Director of the DDJ, 
was in Baltimore at the time of the national convention of the 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) in early July, 1966 He 
was not known to engage in any activity at that time | 


Baltimore City Police Department and Baltimore sources 
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BA 157-1008 


of this office have turned up rumors that the DDJ is 
attempting to or would attempt to organize a chapter in 
Baltimore An article appearing in the "Baltimore Afro- 
American", a Baltimore Negro newspaper, of August 13, 1966, 
set out that a reporter allegedly interviewed a JOHN SMITH, 
age 42, address unknown, and admittedly a false name, who 
stated he was in Baltimore to organize the DDJ A security 
source of this office advised August 15, 1966, that he had 
heard of such an individual who was supposed to be hanging 
around the 1300 to 2000 block of Pennsylvania Ave and 

was recruiting for membership in the DDJ 


Copies of this memo have been directed to the files 
of CIs and PCIs, all Negro, in the Baltimore area generally 
Each Agent to whom a designatedfoaini(7) - hs assigned is to 
review this memo and consider whether the CI or PCI can 
logically and with security be approached concerning the DDJ 
If so, this office is vitally interested in getting informants 


in the organization now If this CI or PCI can be developed, 
every effort should be made to direct his activities in the DDJ 


It should again be cautioned that this cannot be 
done on other than a selective basis 


Results of contact with these CIs and PCIs 


should be furnished by separate memo to the file by office 
memo form (Optional Form 10) and not by FD 209 (Inft Contact Form) 


Two copies should be nished, one for 157-1008, and the other 
to the appropriate FOrA(e) (7) - () | hese evaluations and contacts 
should be made as soon as possible 
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We hkee ,1f, th way’ 

He waswaskelt why it the; ae" 
leaded! to: link ffup with the! 


acons!” 


coe Duiest, nid 
- Ps ry 


Sire re § 


Asked; whére he- could ‘be 
om iwhile ‘surveying’ 
_Baltzmore, Mr ‘ Smith ‘said (tt 

Baal 


i 
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FRI NEW ORMLS. 
9 BS PM esr ARGENT B-F-GE, RgS 
To, BALRIMORE, ¢15%- 1008) 


i FROM i NEW OREEANS 15 73290) 
VAC ONS .OF DEFENSE ANDI JUSTICE CDDID.  Rthe- 

REURTEL SEVEN THREE S IXTYSIX 

INFORMATION REGARD ENG ERNEST THOMAS: FORWARDED YOUR OFFICE BY 
LYM JUNE THIRTY (CAPTIONED AS ABOVE, 

RE FOIA (b) (6) POSSIBLY IDENTLCAL WITH VICTIN' NEW ORLEANS 
ORE SEVEN THREE CASE IN NINETEEN SIXTYFOUR REGARDING (COMPLALNG 
FNVOLVING DISCRIMINATION ON MONROE, LOUISIANA BUS LINE. POTA(D) (6) 
DESCRIBED AS WWEGRO FEMALE, FOURTEEN: YEARS OLD IN INI NETEEN STRDY ROUR, 
3)0)) FOTA (1b) (6) FIVE FEET FIVE INCHES, ONE 
THREE FEVE POYNDS, STUDENT, SINGLE, NO ARRESTS ADMITTED. NO - 
CONNEC Ti ON' WITH DDY LOCATED! IN NEW ORLEANS FILES AND NO, REPORRED 
VIGLENCE POTENTIAL. 


~ 


IRE BENNEE BRASS: LDENTICAL WITH BENNIE ROY BRASS, CORE TASK, 


FORCE WORKER IN MONROE, Las, IN NINETEEN SIXTYFOUR, WHO 1S 

VICTIM LN: NUMBROUS PUBLIC ACCOMODATION CASES IN NO DIMESION, BRASS 

WHO IS ACTIVE IN CIVIL RIGHTS MATTERS, HAS NO REPORTED CONNECTION 

WITH DDJi AND! NO REPORTED VIOLENCE POTENTIAL. DESCRIBED 4S ‘NEGRO 

MALE, AGE TWENTY, DOB FOTA(b) (6) 

SIX FEED, ONE ENGHT ZERO POUNDS, HEAVY BUILD, ONE INCH CUT SomR 

| RIGHT CHEEK BEGINNING AT NOSTRIL. PRIOR ARREST BY MONROE PD #OR _ 
CRIMINAL TRESSPASS, DISTURBING PEACE WHICH ARREST WAS ournRoWnT Gr 


6 _ 


‘ CIVIL RIGHTS TEST (CASE. BRASS SOPHIOMORE STWDENT QT GRAMBL ENG: 


, COMBEGE IN NINEREEN] SEXTYSLX, ADDRESS: MAIN STREET » & ING Lidl Af hf ie 
- LARCH EAE are ea i oe | =T sh 
| "END PAGE, ONE PSERTAUREDUY gy mien YP 
el af | rs d 988 f 
: - iN _38-Baerions Ss i 
. * te 


| 
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PASE TWO O 


'RE DAVE D DEE WHATLEY: WHATLEY, WOLUNTEER GORE WORKER, IS 
bce AEN SEVERAL ONE SEVEN ANREC AND FORTY FOUR CASES IN Ne 
DEVE ON ND BS DESCREBED AS. NEGRO MALE, DOB FOTA(b) (6) 
af owe | FIVE REBR SIGHT ENCNHES, ONE FORTY FIVE POUNDS, 
STUDENT. AMTENDLNG FERREDAY HIGH SCHOOL IN NINETEEN SLXMY SIX. NO 
ARRESTS ADMITTED. WHATELEY WAS: REPORTED TO BE VICE PRESLDEND 
OF FERREDAY FREEDOM MOVEMENT, FERRIDAY, LA., IN NINETEEN SIXTYRIVE.. 
WHAREEY,'S' HOME SHOT INTO BY UNKNOWN PERSONS I'N NINETEEN SOXTYWFLVE. 
ION ONE THIRTY SIXTRYSIX HOME IN WHICH WHATLEY WAS LIVING WITH: OTHER 
‘OLVI RIGHTS: WORKER waS INVOLVED IN ATTEMPTED BOMBING HOWEVER ONLY 
DET ONAT OR! OF BOMB EXPLODED AS DYNAMITE FAILED TO G0: ‘OFF. 

ON FOUR' FIFPEEN SIXPYSIX A, SOURCE WITH WHOM, UNSUFFICTENT COnTaet 
HAS BEEN HAD TO. DETERMINE RELIABILITY ADVISED THAT WHATELY AND OTHER 
(CIVLL ‘RIGHTS WORKERS IN FERRIDAY AREA WERE ATTENDING KARATE 
‘CLASSES’ WHICH! WERE TAUGHT BY A NEGRO MALE INAMES NASA, WHO LIVED aT 
THE WHATLEY, HOME. THIS TRAINING WAS SUPPOSEDLY TO: PREVENT ANY HARM 
TO THE PARTICIPANTS SHOULD TROUBLIE DEVELOP 

THES SAME SOURCE ADVISED ON SIX TWENTYTHREE SIXTYSL% THAT 
TAVED! WHATREY, PRESIDENT OF FERRIDAY FREEDOM ‘MOVEMENT HAS BEEN 
CHOSEN: BY CORE TO TAKE A TRIP TO USSR THIS SUMMER. WHATELY 
REPORTED TO BE LEAVING, FOR RUSSIA ON ABOUT JULY NINE, ACCORDING’ To 
SOURCE. : 

WAHTELY NOT KNOWN TO BE VIOLENT OR MEMBER OF DD's 


END. ; 

BAe 'VEM 
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NEW ORLEANS 7/21/66 || 3/23/66 ~ 6 8/66“ _ 


REPORT MADE BY 


SA EDWARD J, CARNEY, JR 
CHARACTER OF CASE 


ORLEANS 


INC., aka.- 
Deacons for Defense and 
Justice, Inc. 


REFERENCE 


Report of SA EDWARD J, CARNEY, JR. ash, 
at New Orleans. 


= Pon 7 
LEADS 
NEW ORLEANS DIVISION 


AT _BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA 


Will continue to maintain contact with 


and sources in ordgr to follow pertinent DOREY EEY 
DDJ. ~ 


AT JONESBORO, LOUISIANA 


Will maintain contact with informants a 
follow pertinent activities of the DDJ. 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


m, 


| 
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Bureau (157-2466)(¢/1) 
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1 - Jackson (Info.)/“) 
1 oo 
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INFORMANTS 
IDENTITY OF SOURCE LOCATION OF INFORMATION 
NO T-1 is FOTA(b) (7) - (D) - + 
NO T.2 is FOTA(b) (7) - (D} 
FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
- NO T-3 is FOTA(b) (7) - (D) ; 
NO T.4 is FOTA(b) (7) - (D} 
NO T-5 is FOTA(b) (7) - (D} 
NO T-6 is FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
NO T7 is FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
FOIA(b) (7) - (D) JN 157-3465 
ADMINISTRATIVE 


This report is classified confidential because 
information furnished by ATTU could possibly identify the 
ATTU source, 


An information copy of this report has been / 
designated for the indicated offices because of investigativ, 
interest now or possibly in the future. Leads in this 
connection are being handled between auxiliary offices 
and the 0O as required. 


Copies of this report have been designated for 
ICG and Secret Service, New Orleans. 


The transcript of an interview with ERNEST THOMAS j 
on "Hot Line”® of WVON radio in Chicago, Illinois, is being | 
set forth in its entirety in the details of this report 
since the statements made during this interview by THOMAS | 
clearly sets forth the strongly militant thinking of THOMAS, 
who appears to be emerging as a leader of the DDJ in the 
North. "Hot Line” was taped on 5/23/66 by IC JOHN H. PEARSON, 
Chicago Office. j 


Be 
COVER PAGE 
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1 = Secret Service, New Orleans ~ 
Report of SA EDWARD J. CARNEY, JR. Offices NEW ORLEANS 
Date July 21, 1966 
Field Office File No: NO 157-3290 Bureau FileNo: 457.2466 
. Til DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC. 


ee 


Character: RACIAL MATTERS 


' Synopsis: 

HOMAS, alleged Regional Vice President and 

y Director, DDJ, headquarters at Chicago, 

s, in radio interview on 5/23/66 claimed 10,000 - 

15,000 Deacons would be brought into Chicago, summer 

of 1966. THOMAS appeared as featured speaker at forum 
sponsored by FNSF in Detroit, Michigan, on 4/1/66, at 
which time THOMAS averred there would be “groups of 
Deacons” in every community in both the North and 

, South by summer, 1966. Activities of DDJ chapters 
in Louisiana set forth. HARLLEL JONES, self-admitted 
Vice President of DDJ in Cleveland, Ohio, alleged 
Cleveland Beacons possess high-powered rifles, 
CHARLES SIMS, self-adnitted President, DDJ, Bogalusa, 
Louisiana, on 6/13/66, stated DDJ of Bogalusa, would 
send Deacons to Baltimore, Maryland, after conclusion 
of JAMES MEREDITH march in Mississippi. Chicago 
Police Department officer on 5/25/66 advised DDJ 
recently opened Chicago office and that ERNEST 
THOMAS is reportedly the person responsible for 
organizing the Chicago DDJ chapter. NO T-1 on 6/16/66 
advised THOMAS does not have support of DDJ, Jonesboro,la., 
to set up DDJ chapters, 


ee eb es 2 ee 


ox Peo 


f 


This documen tains 6 fit and 
ther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to: your agency 
is ” its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency 


|. 43265 Docld:325627556 Page Tf? 


NO 157-3290 
m «=  EJC jmp ) e@ 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


®) 


Page Number 
ACTIVITIES, STATEMENTS OF ERNEST THOMAS=-xx2-saeaam= 2 


DDJ ASSOCIATIONS WITH SUBVERSIVE GROUPS--------=--- 58 | 


ACTIVITIES OF KNOWN OR ALLEGED 
CHAPTERS OF THE DDJ 


1. NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA--~---------------- 59 
2, HOMER, LOUISIANA------~------------------- 60 
3. MINDEN, LOUISIANA ----~------------- wanem 61 
4, JONESBORO, LOUISIANA----~---------------- 62 
5, CLEVELAND, OHIO ----- memeeneenneneenenee 63 
6. BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA---------------------- 63 | 
7, WASHINGTON, D C.------------------------- 65 
8. MISSISSIPPI --------—--——-----=-------—-= 66 
9. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS ----------=------------ 67 


HW 432765 Docld:325827556 Page 73 


HW 4352765 


O Q 


NO 157-3290 2 
RIC jmp 


DETAILS a 


Characterizations of organizations mentioned 
herein are a part of the appendix section of this report. 


ACTIVITIES AND STATEMENTS OF ERNEST THOMAS, ALLEGED REGIONAL 
VICE PRESIDENT AND NORTHERN DIRECTOR OF THE DEACONS OF 


DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC. (DDJ) 


ERNEST THOMAS appeared on the program “Hot Line” 
on WVON radio, Chicago, Illinois, on May 23, 1966. "Hot 
Line” is a radio program on which a controversial figure is 
usually interviewed. Telephone questions are solicited 
from listeners which are answered by the interviewee. A 
transcript of the program pertaining to THOMAS is as follows 
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IRNIST THOMAS, local organizer for the Deacons for 
Penenee and Justice, appeared on "Hot Line," May 23, 1966, 
uy 00 to 12 00 Midnight, on WVON Radio WESLEY SOUTH was the 


Maferator 


THOMAS Well, I've been in and out of Chimgo for the 


last seven months Presently it's around 


455 actual members of it now But the number 


is going to grow quite large, Actually, we 
got to open an office on the north and south 
Side now because we have such a great number 
that as coming in we won't be able with the 
Space that is. , 

Moderator 


Listen, I want to ask you I noticed you 


Opened on the west side first Why did you~ 
. Open over there and not on the south? : 

THOMAS Well, you take the west siders for instance 

I thank it as more or less of a place where 


something 1s really about to explode It is 
Just lake being in with a load of dynamite wath 
the fuse lit, and we felt if we could come into 


the west sade and begin to relate to the man, 


- 3 


en nl ts 
et 
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Moderator 
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: THOMAS 
J 


Moderato1 


at 


HW 432785 DBocld:32582556 


OC O 


f { 


the problems there and 1f he really wants‘to 7 
solve them he could go about doing it. 
Hopefully that he will try to do somethang 
about the problem on the west sidq Because, 


see, as long as you let the probl¢m exist we 


can keep hollering about crime rates and all 

of this but if we really want to stop crime 

rates then we get some jobs for people because 
aun't nobody in the world. I wouldn't even 
recommend that a man stand out in front of the 

A&P or the Acme (phonetic) markets and_look at a 
ham and starve to death there So the best | 
thing for him to do would be to break the 

glass to get him some ham Now so the structure 
wants to deal with this then they have to begin 
to give some jobs, make some jobs 

Will you also be a job seeking agency? { 
Certainly We wall be trying to seek out 
employment for, as the structure say, qualified 


personnel We will be trying to find them some 


qualified personnel | 


What are the requirements to belong to the : 


Neacons for Defense and Justice? 


\ 


\ 


| 
' THOMAS 
| 


y 7 

i \ 

MEE 

Moderator 


| THOMAS 


Moderator 


THOMAS 


4 


| Moderator 


ees Lt 4 


tee oweres 
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NZ f 
F re 


Well, first thing you must be a Negro, you 

must be 21 years of age, as the board say you 

must have the character of becoming a feacon: 

Now that is the crucial question ! wy 
Well, the board figure that you must feel as 
though you have to make a decision whether you 


stand for freedom or you are out here just 


saying you represent freedom or you are fighting 


for freedom And this means whatever necessary 

to gain freedom, this is what you are willing to 
do Se 

In other words, if atperson who say he 1s for 

freedom and is fighting for freedom unless he, 


well, joins your group then you don't believe 


that he really wants it. Where you would go 


that another person would take to the courts. 
Well, what I mean, I hope at don't be misleading. 
We're glad to see the other groups here, 

Well, I mean if they don't join you they are not, — 
from what you just said a moment ago, if I am 


| 
| 
all the way possibly in order to get the freedom 
interpreting you correctly, then they are just‘ | 


as —— — —— cece 


Page 82 


t Nena” i 
i ; a 
ad s } 
5 L uy C, 
‘ re 
7 out here talking and they really don't mean 
: what they say & 
THOMAS Well, that's true, You see, because how can you 


tell a man that you are going to be out here 


eae ene oy — 


after this freedom and are going to let him beat 


pes ee 
SE 


é your head and when he whip your head you are 


ae 


PAL, See ee OR RE ON SEE’ 9 


coming back tomorrow and let him whip your head. 
To us this does not seem like being a man Now 
we are after what is rightfully ours and upon 

: action for what is raghtfully ours then I 
expect to get it and we don't anne you to use 


brute force against &s to deny us this 


ae 


Moderator Ladies and gentlemen I just got a note from y 
the control room that we had a lattie dafficulty 
before we went on the air and probably you 
didn't hear who our guest is tonight He is 
Mr ERNEST THOMAS, who is the Regional President 
and Northern Director of the Deacons for Defense 
and Justice. They opened an ad on the west 
Side three weeks ago. As I said, 1 want to 


welcome him back You know he was our guest, y 
| 


I thank it was back in October, wasn't it? 


\ 


i 
‘ THOMAS Yes, it was. 
} 


— — a ered «ua ees Seater tn | he Sta ee = = a _ 
fai RS le At Sa acs Se ei, hapa at als hos = = a aa eas ela estas a ncaa el 
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Moderator 


THOMAS 
Moderator 
FHOMAS 


t 


Moderator 


THOMAS 


Moderator 


A 


THOMAS 


C CO 


a ? 


( 


So 1n case you were listening and wondering who 
that was on the "Hot Line” his name 1s ERNEST 
‘THOMAS and he's the top Deacon herd, Is that 
right? 

That's true 

Why do you say Deacon? Why not pastor? 

It was a name that was kicked around and it was 
beginning to look, All this was church 
orientated and so the Deacons more or less 
taking care of the business of the church and so 
we said this is a good name because we're out 
here protecting the civil rights workers so 
that 1s the name we settled on, Deacons for 
Defense and Justice. 

Is there any way of just recognizing a Deacon on 
the street? 

No, there as really no way because aS you know 
Deacons are black so, you see a lot of black 
people 

You want to see a million Deacons, What about 
women? Can they join? 

Yes, women can join too, We have a Deaconess 
started This 1s only in the Northean chapters, 


though, that we have Deaconess. 
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THOMAS 


i 
THOMAS 
' 


Moderator 


Moderator 
i THOMAS 
Moderator 


THOMAS 


© & 


W211 they be in the gun clubs too, 'rafle clubs? 


Well, certainly. 


Talking about the requirements in order to be a: 
member of Deacons, and that's when! I was handed 
this note, and you were telling us the different 


requirements Did you finish? I cut you off 


i 


there, 


i 
{ 


Well, I pretty well covered it 
What about a fellow who has been in prison? 
Well, a man being in prison doesn't .. 
He can still be a Deacon. Ee ween fae 
He still can be a Deacon because man you have to 
face this fact, and this is one thing I blame 
society for If a man has a criminal record 

and if we're trying to reform the man certainly 
he needs employment And we find as a whole 
your criminals are mostly unemployed and with no 
hopes of getting a job because as soon aS a man 
looks at his record then he refuse him so 
therefore you are telling him go back out and 
stick somebody up or go back out and do the same 


crime over again and let the state take care of 


you. This is bad - 
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et 


Do the Deacons intend to protect civil rights 


workers here? 
Well, we intend to protect civil rights workers a 
to a point in the city of Chicago If we're 


called upon to help out then we will do this, 


Moderator Now what do you mean by that That's rather 
ambiguous If we're called - say that they are 

| i marching as they did down near Mayor DALEY's 

home as they did last summer and they ask you 

for protection Now maybe, oh maybe 200 or 

300 policemen there Would they feel they-needed 

some protection from you? I mean just say 

that someone saad well here's a good chance for 

us to have a confrontation lLet’s call the | 

| Deacons, What would you do ina case like this? 

THOMAS Well, we would come in more or less as witnesses 

to the fact We wouldn't participate openly an { 

the march but we would be there as spectators 

and we would be looking out for police brutality 

; 7 and John Bagot coming around and agitating them 

whereas they have committed them to non-violence 

So that if the police would not handle John Bigot 


we would take care of John Bagot for them, 


a 
% 
ei 
va 
} 
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4 i t i 
Moderator In other words, you put John Bagot in his place ! 
| "THOMAS That's right 
{ Moderator Would you be armed? | 
j * THOMAS Well, I wouldn't feel that we would need to be, 

7 Moderator You wouldn't feel a need to be but, would you be? 

| THOMAS Well, no. If we didn't feel that ye need to be 4 
1 : 5 armed... _ | 
4 Moderator If you felt that you need to be you would be | 
| t armed, { 
} 
: THOMAS Oh, certainly 
Moderator Even though the polace are there, —-— ‘ 

THOMAS Certainly. Because, you know, like one has to 


3 


protect himself and if you lack the confidence 


tO, whet ne te 


in the police to protect you then you have to 


’ protect yourself, , 


Moderator And then what about if the Governor would send 


7 


in the National Guard and they declare martial 


law? 


=e 


~ THOMAS - Well, if they declared martial law then like I- 


ress 
tented oe a a EE etc ananenien datas tiniest Sethubventenceiderss comune: ben 
3 


Say we would kind of go along with it like to a 


point as long as the police is capable of carry= 


i 
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> er ete Le as on One oe SOS 
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; ing out equal justice, 
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: ‘ Moderator Now you say 10 a poant You indicate that there 


might be a point that you would not go ., 
THOMAS As I plainly stated we are fighting for our 
? 
freedom and this means at all cost Now if the E 


‘ \ man don’t want to give any ground then that is 


A what it 1s. It's a fight But I am hoping 
? 
4 id _ and I think that somewhere along the line that 
3 eo the man will give some ground, t we intend to 


{ have our freedom one way or the other. It's no 

4 

if/and about that. 

] cm 
Moderator Now what do the Deacons, what do you think 


about the Chicago Po%ace Department? 


| 
THOMAS Well, here on the off and on periods that I 7 
have been in the city here could stand a lot, 
could be changed in Chicago here with the 
police department to make it function a lattle 
better For an instance, on the west side here | 


you see sometimes two white polige. Well, a lot 


2 a 


‘ of times you see two white policemen in the car 


together, two blacks together, then you see, 


at night I see detectives riding four whites in 


. 
the car, When you see things like this you know 


icy [fsa ‘ : 


a 
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t that some black person 1s going to get abused 


t 


BL ee eects hath arnsiias’ 
* 


‘ because when they raiding like that that 1s what 
+ they're out there big Ninety per cent of the time. 
= And this is bad And if the man really wanted 


to make a change in Chicago then there should 
be integration here Black and white police’ 
together. And this way the black one couldn't 


abuse the white one and the white one couldn’t 


abuse the black one because after all he 

belongs to the black race and he belongs to 

the white race This would seem to be a way of 

balancang it out But I've been told they have 
; done it last year, yo know, during the riots 


ee for a while but then they put them back 


4 


cere saan nate Seen ane SathenatiLbleenane utente sein Me oats tenet teeta de de sbelentennn oly med santeedlbaenies sails tamer tar siaietmid lilies in embele 


together So I don't know what the satuation 


—— 


1s going to be here That would be one of my 


suggestions to, as a matter of fact I have a 


meeting with Superintendent WILSON on Thursday 


evening I am going to strongly suggest this 


would be one of the best things redlly if they 


ay 


: intended to try to keep it coolsome, is to put 


t 


at 


a little integration in the Chicago Police 


Department. J oF 
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THOMAS 


Moderato2 
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Moderator 


THOMAS 


Moderator 


THOMAS 


NS 
Did you say you will be mecting with 1 | 
Superintendent WILSON? When? | 


Thursday evening * - 


Thursday evening Now you were talking about | 
riots Do the Deacons believe there is a ; 
possibility of a riot in Chicago,this summer? | 
Yes. We are hoping strongly it hoesn't be a | 
riot in the city of Chicago and if we can get 


the cooperation from the people in the city of i 


Chacago we might be able to stop a riot 

What do you call cooperation? 

Well, from the various groups and from the 
various agencies, frdm the police department, ~ 


a 
from the city officials, you know We have : 


gotten a pretty ¢old shoulder since we've been 


in town from the power structure, and this in ~ 
itself says that it's something that baa wrong 
somewhere 

Would you expect them to give you a welcoming 
in open arms? 

No, I am not looking for any welcome in open 


4 


arms but just a lot of things that have happened 
14} 
2 i 
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Motierator 
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‘s © 
since I've been in the city in and out here 
they have indicated that at this particular 
point they were more or less ignoring us and 
wondering what's going on 
Just agnoring you. How did you happen to get 


an interview or conference with Superintendent 


WILSON? Did you request it? 


ca 


| 
THOMAS The only thing I know that his secretary 
| called my secretary and., 
| Moderator You had put in a request for it. 
| THOMAS No 
a Moderator He 1s requesting you to come to see ham a i 
i THOMAS Raght It's some more groups that's going 2 ; 
, j to be there - supposed to be So, I'11 fand i 
: out really Well, I saad what's going to be the | 
2 topic and she said she didn't know, so I'll fand | 
. . out when I get there j 
Moderator Now, getting back to this riot This is a very 
: sensitive issue here What do you think will , 
be the major cause of a riot, if there 1s one? 
; THOMAS Well, that would go into quite a few parts 
; The frustration that the black pqople live in | 
v the ghetto from day to day creates a certain _ 4 
¥ ‘ 4 
: i | 
° : ° a ‘ ” Fe a 
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a 4 threat of a riot. Then with Gnemployment, with 


not being able to be a man of his hquse or head 
of the household and then on top of all of that 
police brutality I think if a riot occurred it 


\ will occur from police brutality 


ee re TE i hs tee elmer ae 


Ghali nardceeed Rinne tee ended rates Die A? vaaitene Ste, 


! Moderator You thank that wll be the inciden} that will | 
= : trigger it off, as it did in Watts? | 
THOMAS That 1s true, | ' 
Moderator Do you think the same disastrous results S 
° would, : 
THOWAS : Well, I thank af a full scale riot would get 


rolling in the city of Chicago 1t would be— 


much more difficult thgn the one in Watts 


wae memmecsetigeecctneleenin — ekeamenies teentwins Dutt mee wert Larastens ge iatametl 


I would say i1t would be three times as worse 


as the LA riot for the location of, the city, the 


oer 


way Chicago is located You have blacks on the 


north side and the west side and the south side 


me ene SN es tre Oat 


Now thas would create, I think, a more worser 


| riot than the LA riot 
Moderator Now there was a cross burning here over the 


weekend out in, oh I thank it was, Kenilworth 


ee ee i ee 


| 
4 Dad the Deacons have any idea of that? (Inaudible) 
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i Ss a | 

{ THOMAS Yes, well, we haven't been out there yet but ‘ 
4 i) 

j 

4 

: 


) we have contacted some people that live out 


there and we have been gathering some 


| 
i ; information Of course, it never fooled us 
, : | 
| for any minute that Chicago was any different | 


2 from Mississippi because you have more bigots 


net 
ta 


in Chicago than they have in Mississipp1 and 
Louisiana put together So this 1s a known 
fact so we're mt asummg that these are all the 
good guys but we are not assuming that all of 
4 them are bad guys either, but we know that 


! epneeres ores 


there are more Barchites and Klansmen, 


oe 


} 
| Minutemen in the city of Chicago than they 


could muster in Mississippi, Alabama and 


4 
seuacl ccs nem to ares preening a hasnt SR At he SE IE 


Lou1siana put together 
& Moderator What do you think of the white teenagers who 
! 

j 

4 


attacked at a Negro last night? If you remember 


ae 


this was in the news today 


THOMAS Yes, I did Well, you take a situation like this. : 
' You know these things like this is good to 
really point out tothe people here in the city 


that although they lave as though they are an the 


~ 


| North and they expect to live in the different _ 
| 


t i Saad ee Te ene nee al et elt RL 
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Surroundings they don't fe 


o( 


1 that they are 
going to get attacked on the streets and some 
of them are just misled, and this shows you 
that whether you are involved in anything 

as long as you are black you are in ait And 

he could have been the mayor or the judge or 
the prosecutor of Chicago, if he'd have been 
black and he'd have been there at that 
particular time he would have got his head 
whipped And this is the whole thang You are 
black and whether you are a bad black guy or a 
good black guy, 1f you are at the wrong place ‘ 
at the wrong time yeu get messed around, 

Do you think that slum conditions are as bad 

an Chicago as the, well, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference has said? You know Dr 
KING has come up here as you have and established 
a headquarters on the west side also 

Yes, well, after looking over the community I 
would say that 1t 1s worse than what SCLC says 
that it is because in some way or another I 
think it’s time to let the man know the real , 


the facts, and not sugar coating the words and 


aod 
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, THOMAS 
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Moderator 
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' THOMAS 


Moderator ! 
THOMAS 


Moderator 
THOMAS 


4 
' Moderator 


THOMAS 


_ 
O om | 
not telling him things are so good in the ghetto 
and stuff like this because things are important . : 
words You ride down through some of those 
streets there and see the rats how large they are 
and you look at this and you say now here isa 


city of this size, not a poor ci ty land I'm a 


quite sure they could get rad of the rats, 


I'd like to ask,when did you see your last rat? 


! q 


Today. 


You saw a rat today? 


ca al 


Today 


Was he a live rat? 


wn 


ee 


. 
A live rat And as big as the squirrels we 


4 


kill down South 


he 


z 


e 
odie, meter as bh 


Four legged one 
That's right 

Do you think that the Chicago Welfare Agency is 
doing a good job? 


} 


¥ 
at 


fr 


Well, that would have to be determired, you 

would have to determine that whether they are 
doing a good job, that would be a pretty dafficult 
question, Now I think the welfare is doing the 


a] 


job that the men, the structure, want them to do, 
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Moderator 


But it is not doing the job that needs to be 
done to help the people, you see. There's a 
difference. A lot of people get confused even 
with the poverty program It's serving the 
purpose that the man wants it to gerve but it 

is not serving the purpose that <i want it to 
serve and that is to help black people 

Getting back to a question just a previous 

one, you were talking about the slums and you 
were Saying that it is not as good as people see 
it. Who 1s saying 1t is good? Everybody~I've 
heard here in Chicagogin the last few years I 
think everybody is saying it's bad. GF 
Everyone's saying it is bad but yet we don't see 


| 


any changes,” 


But then nobody is saying it, then you will 
retract that saying that we are saying it is | 
good living in the slums, | 
Why, sure If I made that mistake I certainly ; 
retract that. 


What do you think about the unemployment situation 
here? What are you going to do about that? 


-” 


ie ~ 
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: ~ THOMAS (weil, at 1s pretty bad ai_somehow or another 
e we're going to have to meet, I am quite sure, — 


‘ with the city officials here and the state 
4 


employment agency and the poverty program 


4 people and see about getting some of these | 
i \ 
. \ people some jobs : 
i 
2 Moderator How are you going to be able to help get jobs 


oy and help people in their housing problems and 
I - this very intricate education problem? 

eae ‘RHOMAS It's going to be quite a problem That is A 
why I say we are going to need some help from 
various groups to help put this together, put i 
f ; a program together to where it will be effective, | 
and unless we get doub help like I say it’s - 


going to be very difficult to help people 


Now when we are not able to help people then 


we are not going to have any further say if the: ' 


man don't listen to our plea and when we relate 


~ 
te 


taste 
= = 
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pacha deren Blk cme Edita Tian Sorin wee 


mea 


se 


; to the ghetto to him what the ghetto is saying : 
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Be pa On La Teas Tk ~ 
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and he don't act, then if something erupt then 


os 


oe 


don't come to us, because we are not going out 
{ 
there to try to stop them people from throwing | 


no bricks. 
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{ 


~ 


ieee plage? 


(9 you think they would boxe you in the 


Well, XI think they would try to come to anybody 


that perhaps could have a little influence on 


the ghetto. 


From indications they might think that you are 


‘ 


trying to start it 


No. 


their own opinion, but we are not out to riot or 


J 


They may do that but that is up to 


create a riot but we're here to let him know 


that the situation exists and if he don't do 


something about it then it 1s going to be a 


riot 


It's if/and about that and they don't 
@ 


need to tell the man there ain't gang to be no 


riot it's going to be a cool summer because then 


you get a lot of innocent people hurt when you 


tell them that things are pretty good, we'll 


make it over this summer without any incident 


And you have 50 or 20 white people coming through 


the ghetto and getting trapped in something like 


that and they might be some pretty decent white 


people and they 4 


t 


pene Sf eRe ee 
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et messed around, 


And the same 
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THOMAS 
Moderator 
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“1 


1m 


meal semeenite times Semen nai tee tt a wtbetenwalenttece: 
Ef 


co 


” THOMAS 


ony 


ce . : 


H 
thing 1£ some blacks coming through that don’t > 
I 
even know anything they could get messed around. 
So these are things I look at as the innocent 


person, Now if he was John Bigot coming into 


4 


the community abusing someone in fhe community e 


¥ 


q 
I wouldn't have any sympathy for him. You see 


what I mean. But you have to have sympathy for 


people, - 
Listen, you know you were talking about what 


{ 


you intend to do and I understand’! you are in ‘ 


charge of all the branches that you will be 


setting up in the North. ; 


That is true, be 

What do you think of the civil rights conference’ * 
which is to be held in Washington next week on = 
June first and second which hopes toajleviate 
many of the problems of both North and South. 
Well, I find it prettyhard to believe, I went < 


to one of the pre-conferences in Philadelphia 


r 


ees 


and after listening at the discussion there and 


participating in the discussion I could see — 
plainly that you could have 11 civil rights 


“ee 
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a . conferences a year amd you are not going to 
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a 
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4 
om 
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owe 
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at 
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accomplish too much, Now, the Federal Government 


th 


knows the problem, You got FBI Agents and all 
a other king of agents and then the city police 


4 


7 have intelligence agemts and the pan really 


x 


ree eee? Eat ena a tame adie ble ons 
= 
hy 
4 
“Se 


; ought to know the problem better than I do, 


~~ But now the point is dows he intend to do some- 


L 


thing about it. Now, I don’t meed to sit 


around and talk to him 40 or 45 minutes, two 


Pocerrengaey rere 


4 


hours, three hours and get up and leave and 


~ 


nothing is done. That’s just a waste of my 7 
time and a waste of his time ead I think it’s 


Tela ee 


: very bad. I don’t think too much is going to 


fh Sans come out of it. As a matter of fact I am 


‘ supposed to go to Washington on the first and 
second and picket it. We are supposed to bring 
up about 2,000 Deacons. 

Moderator In other words, you don’t think too much about 
the conference. 

4 a Bo. I don’t think too much good for the black 

aa z people will « 


e@ out of the conference. 
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Og ; Redeorater , s Listen, I*ve been listening to you now for . 
af : - ~ 29 minutes and I want to ask yon one question. : 
i : - - De the Deacons intend to denonenpate im Chicago =; 
a . this summer? | 
a > apo MAS Well, we really don’t intend to demonstrate. | 

| : : I think demonstrations are played out just i 


about and I think this is one approach we have 
: used to the fullest. I find when you g0 out ; 


a Constitutional right to picket, you have a ; 


| i in the street demonstrating the man says he has, 


lawful right to demonstrate and then he comes 

$ 
| - around and locks you up, and you pay thousands of 
g \ 
dollars in court ftes and then after paying all 


ze A 
- that you cut it loose, you know. We don*t have + 


we 
Y 
neste; 


any intention of spending no great fortune on no 


a 

* 

sn se 
t 


demonstration, the man arrests you and all that, | 


each 


so I don’t see that we would be in the streets 


ie 
pe 
A 


too much demonstrating because this does not 


get us too far. We get the short end of the \ 


¥ 7 a 


4 
i 
ec ias wee el 
f 


stick every time. 


=a 


Mederator If you should have any trouble next summer or 


while you are here will the Deacons ask for help’ 


ye a 
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from other chapters across the United States, if 
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you need it here? 
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TOMAS Yes, well we feel as though we need a Little 


/ 


i ? 


” 


: help in the city of Chicago now and we have 

called in and in the next two months, two to 
three months, there will be appropimate:y . 
io ee" ten to fifteen thousand outside eacons coming 


in to the city of Chicago to try and help.oce ‘ 


vw 


[= Yoderator How many? ie 
ie THOMAS Ten to fifteen thousand. 2 
|. 7 Moderator Ten to fifteen thousand Deacons, They going | 
to live here? \ : 
THOMAS ‘  whey*11 live im the city. aes 
eo Moderator They will live in the city. 
[| THOMAS Thet’s right. 
~ Moderator So we can expect an influx of ten to 


: fifteen thousand Deacons. i g 


“ FHOMAS Over the next three months. 


Mederater Over the next three mouths o 


ee 


: Ladies and gentlemen, our guest tonight is 

: ERNEST THOMAS, Regional Vice-President and 
o2 4 , Northern Director ef the Deacons for Defense 2 
and Justice, which opened an office on the west 


4 
side here [three weeks ago. If you have & 


od 
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ee Or a 
question or comment we invite you to give us a 
call here on the Hot Lime. Our telephone 

number is 847-2602, { 
(Commercial) 

Well, we are back with you ladies and gentlemen. . 


Our guest tonight ERNEST THOMAS, Regional 


S{CePresident and Northern Director of the ' 


Deacons for Defense and Justice. Our telephone ‘ 
number 847-2602, and from all indications a lot 

of people are going to have something they want ; 
to talk with you, Mr. THOMAS. I'd like to ask 

you two or three rac questions before we go 


to the telephone and that is - you know that 


we have a lot of young people here in Chicago. 
They have associated themselves in what we call ~- | 


gangs, west side gangs, east side, south side, 


north side. You name it and they've got gangs. 


eS 


Will there be a youth program with the Deacons? 
Yes, we are hoping strongly that we can get a 
pretty decent youth program. | : 
You going to draw them from this group here? 


Pardon? 


ie : 
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Do you intend to draw the youth from the gangs? 


) 


Any, whether he is a gang youth or a youth we 
want to try to work with them some type of way 
to keep them primarily ia something, in an 
active way, and we hope to try and form softball 
leagues all over the city and maybe a little 
participation in that baseball kague and what 


happens, you know. 


What do you think 


Well, one other question. 
about the peace demonstrations? We've been 
having some peace demonstrations against our 


involvement in Viet Nam for a few months now. 


® 
Well, I*ve been more or less pushed into several 


of them. I didn’t understand them until I was 


in them, I ended up the police said go this 

way, go this way and I ended up there, But 

Fuligs’s puzzling me it is so maay whites out 
there talking about end the war in Viet Nam and 
they are the ones that mostly prospers from 
whatever the U.S... 
But you didn’t say these individyal whites who are , 
asking;' I am thinking about the young man who is ; 
Lisp , 

are —— 
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going to be on my show tomorrow so a ; 
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Serene 


‘ EARL SILBAR, Now he is very much pesinst the 


: profit that’s in the... ? 


ha 
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Well, that's true, But what I am say is 

X don’t see Negroes on a mass scale out there 
talking about the war in Viet Nam. I think 

this is really what need to be that blacks say 


v 


well why should I go to Viet Nam. 


te 


: __ Moderator Oh, you think they should be out on the peace 
ie, move, or are you? 
7 THOLAS I'm saying that Afro-Americans should be out ; 
fo ee. > there. I'm not so much concerned with whether - 


: they are integrated mut there but I'm saying 


that because there is a different cut of the 

a : pie when although some the ones that are 

| protesting now the war in Viet Nam whites may 
eventually end up working on the space ship 

that goes to the moon or somewhere. But I'm 

speaking of black pmople that are dying and 

that have died in every war in this country and 


now when we come back home we cannot get our 
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ae: ‘ ef the pie. This is why I am saying black 


. people are going to have to say well why don’t 


ag 


F you go fight your battle umtil you give me 
py rightful share of the pie. See, because 
; I believe in this law in the sea. You know, 


: the ship is sunken and damaged and you tow it 


Dacrad 


- in you get so much of the cargo. So I think if 


ng 
Ei 


- we help you exploit the people then we should 


a owe 


‘ate eninste chanson sejetiinn Les | 
5 
ae 


have a rightful cut of the pie. 
Moderator » One other question, What do you think of the 


ee, 
aad 
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oo 


(nek toate ot 


political structure here in Chicago? re = 


ae! 


ia _ ‘THOMAS Well, from all indications it is a pretty 

: - bad thing. 

- Hoderator In what respect? 

I TEQUAS Well, in all respects. ; 
: Mederator Such as. 

- THOMAS Well, all these problems exist, unemployment, 


like I say the fuse is lit to blow up and this 


f is because X number of things. Welfare is not 


: giving the welfare recipient enough money, they 


are taking the man and tearing him away from his 
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family and support his wife and kids and run 


him out of the house so it is just a whole lot 


political structure mostly everything in the 


of things that cause this and I think the | 
| 


city of Chicago is political tied anyway. 


Okay. Ladies and gentiemen, our guest ERNEST oa 


4 


GHOMAS, our telephone number 847-2602. We're 

gong to stop here for a short message, x # 

(Commercial) ; 
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Well, wo are back with you ladies,and geatlemen, 
WESLEY SOUTH is your host. Our : ERNEST 
THOMAS and our telephone number 847-2602, 
Let’s go and see what some of our listeners 
have to ask you. 
This is the Hot Line. 
Hello Hr, SOUTH, 
Yes, _ 
This is EARL YOUNG. I haven't ¢gaught all of 
your program but I did catch a portion of it 
for your interview with the Deacons and I 
would like to say with all due respect to the 
Deacons and any constructive approach they 
may have to solving the situations and many 
problems that we are havimg in Chicago I do 
hope that if they have the chaace to meet with 
city officials that they will make it clear 
that they do not represent the Negro population 
as a whole because judging from the appearance 
that they seem to be giving om the program I 
for one would not want to be represented by them, 


Thank you. 
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‘a fearcere / ®hank you for your call. . ; 
“4 > RRONAS ‘ thank you sir. : e 
14 | 
1.4 derator This is the Hot Line, 
il Second Speaker Hello. | 
li ~ Mederator "ves, may we have your question. 
. Seqond Speaker Mr. THOMAS, did I hear you say that you are 
an expecting from ten to fifteen thousand Deacons 
. in the city of Chicago very shortly. ss 
[i stOMAS Yes, in the next three months. 
; Second Speaker How are they going to live? Will they be | 
2 ° working on jobs or will they bring money 
i ‘ enough to support themselves? ' — 
| _— PROMAS Well, the organization will worry about that. 
“ Second Speaker You say that you are not going to participate 
‘ in demonstrations and you are not going to me 
aah < + : offer anyooe | 
: |. THOMAS Now I said, Wait a minute, I think you } 
; misinterpreted me. I said we as an organization 
\: x was not too concerned about demonstrating in ’ 
j the streets. 
i Second Speaker Yes, and I inferred from your conversation 
4 . | that you are not going to offer any armed 
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o- ya resistance to the police, so I would like to 
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x] os t se 


4 know what you would describe as the exact 
function of the Deacons in Chicago. 
Well, we would probably be pretty busy telling 
& man the problems, and I think by telling him 
the problem and pointing to the problem and 


f 


the street groups can more or less demonstrate 
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around them if they like. a 
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Gecond Speaker I would like to ask you one more question. 
Will the Deacons participate in any political 


campaigns while they are here? 
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i"; > SRomas Sure we will participate in political ~~ 

| j ; campaigns while we ure here, 

Led _ Second Spoaker Here is one more thing. This is the last . 
: question, What sort of success have you had 

a in recruiting people from the city of Chicago? 
3 THOMAS Well, as I say we have somewhere around 455 

ao new and I consider that from the time we have : 


had to work with them I figure it’s very 


e successful, 
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a GROLAS No. We have beem in the city of Chicago for 
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F i the last seven months but I*ve been off and 


et, A 


d° on in the city. - 
Okay, well, thank you very much, — 
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Mode rater Thanks for calling, 
Where is your office located? 
THOMAS 1230 South Pulaski. 


Moderator Let's get back to the telephone. _ 
This is the Hot Line. 
Third Speaker Hello. Mr. THOMAS please. 


ra 


Moderater , Go right ahead. 


. Thied Speaker Mx, THOMAS, I understand you to say that you - 
- Y 
are going to point up the problems to the man. 
Aren't the problems already pointed up? I 
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ee 
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net 


mean, aren't they aware of the problems now? 

THOMAS I think I made that statemest that the man 
@ 

knows more about the problem than I and you 


cr ey a Se, 


put together. 
Third Speaker Why do you need fifteen thousand other people 


in here to crowd the situation that we now have 
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aah hate RPA 


» to point up a problem that is already self- 
2 evident? ; ~ 
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pe , Paoune —~gecause I°ll tell you why .\ Because as I say 
ie 4 f 


I 4 we're not one of the nonviolent groups and we 
eae ‘ don’t think that we are not in the city to get 
5 . hurt or beat. 
Third Speaker fo incite a rict? 
_ THOMAS Pardon? ~ = 
, Shird Speaker You here to incite a riot? 
TROMAS If a riot occurs it will occur on its own. 


We are not here to incite a riot but then also 

| : we are not intending to be intimidated and 

| ~ beat by anyone and if you know the gentleman 

: | that’s running out on the south side that 

: HERBERT (phonetic), the man that came in his 
office and shot hin a Now we don't intend \ 


} to have that either. 


. fhird Speaker But that was not the man. That was the 
1 4 colored man. 
| y THOMAS The colored man. 


j ~ Third Speaker Yes, he was shot by a Negro. 

THOMAS ~ : Well, you know you white people can put Negroes 
up to do things too. We have some black people 
with black skin that’s white, you know. And 

; : when I see that happen that's a weak-minded 


black man. 
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Ryle Speaker © xe, ell another thing you Spoke of the 


Ni ~ gilums and the rats, Who creates ey slums? 


THOMAS _ Whe creates the slums? . a 
Third Speaker Yes. F 
THOMAS ‘Uke people, 
' enabe Speaker The people, right. So if the Negroes create 
their own slums... - 
' ‘PHOMAS ‘e No. When they move into an area that’s 35 to 


40 years old, they never moved into a ghetto 

; or a large community of 40 or 50 blocks of new 
housing like white developments goes up. A 
Hoderator You don't mean that to be true in Chicago.-— 
. Youre talking about in, some areas. 
"‘FHOMAS In some areas of Chicago, that is teu. || 

In the ghettos is what I'm speaking of. 
Third Speaker - Negroes have moved in Chicago into brand new 


; houses and have created slums right in their 
= a present house. They move into old housing that 
: has been kept clean in spite of the age and dirty 
it. They steal light bulbs out of their own 
community, they write on the walls. Do we blame 


| 
of : the white man for this? 
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Well, you see where the responsibility comes 


n 
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is if the man don’t make enough money... 


i Shird Speaker Shouldn't this be taken up with the Negro? 

THOKAS Pardon? 
: Taird Speaker If they are creating their own problems, 
14 THOMAS . Well, do you want me to answer it or Ili 
: listen to you? ; 
. : : Taird Speaker I want you to answer it, | 
Le THOMAS 


Well, now you see when a man do not have a 
: decent job, because the only reason he don't 
\ ie _ ‘have a decent job is that he is biack, And 
| all of this perpetuate the whole situation to 
ie 0 make it be like it is, Here a man. He is | 


f and you worried abcut whether you going to 


i i worried how he is going to make another buck 
Paint your house this week or noxt week or what | 
| 


_—_o 


\ color you going to chenge it, And he don’t 
eres me 


even see where he can get any paint, you see, 


And these are the problems that exist to crate 
f 7 a slum. Then you bring in all the slum 
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buildings that are supposed to really be torn 
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down and the city inspectors come by and they 
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6..6ck the building and they \.<ip him a buck - 
Kg 7 and they go head on. The building go on and 


the next minute it is a fire trap and it kilis 
: fifteen or twenty kids in the bul 1dings. 
Paiad Speaker Well, what about the housing that the 
: i Negroes buy and they in turn rent to the 
Negroes and the Negroes go about destroying 


< 
es 


the properties that they are renting from 


SERINE Perris Phat 


¥ : : 
Negroes. Do they blame the white man for that? 
THOMAS Well, I observe by what you are saying I'm 
quite sure you are caucasian. 
” Phived Speaker Oh, I’m quite black. rishead tes 
THOMAS > Well, you are caucasian, minded, so when I say 
i ae i 
~ ¢hat I don't mean the pigments of your skin. 
? 2 oe We have a lot of black people that more or less 
4 white/black and they don’t understand the 
" problems of their own race. And I am quite é 
F 
' , sure you fall into this category that you don’t 
understand your own fellow (inaudible). 
i" 
ars *. ' i 
. 4; Third Speaker I think we're using black as an excuse. i 
: THOMAS Well, if you show me any black man im America or | 
black woman in America that is free then I°11 : 
. os give up. : 4 
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‘Chard Speaker \ Well, being free has nothing to do with being 
clean 
THOMAS Whether you got two million dollars or two 


hundred million doliars A bisck man with 
two hundred million dollars is not free 


hiatal cass ndiearceiehi ae nani abe aaa Sin ee 2k n oo es does 


Pardon? 

Third Speaker Being free has nothing to do with being clean 

THOMAS Sure it does You think the troops in Viet 
Nam is clean? 

Third Speaker Well, we’re not speaking of Viet Nam 

SHOMAS No, but I'm saying do you think they're 
clean (inaudible) Shel eae ce 

Taird Speaker We're not speaking qe Viet Nam because the 
Deacons did not go to Viet Nam they came to 
Chicago 

THOMAS We have some in Viet Nam too For your 
information 

nara Speaker Well, yes, I heard that about Viet Nam But 


what I'm saying the problem hers is Chicago 
and what we wazt to do is make the living 
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conditions in Chicago 
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| ' SZOMAS _ Well, we are striving for the conditions of the 

{ ; whole US We are not just concenned just with . 
| : Chicago 1 want to be able to go,,to New York, 
“ 4 anywhere else We are not just cbncerned with 

\ just Chicago because I have some sixty seventy 

‘| \ chapters and I am concerned about what is going b 
: on in all these seventy different places nd , 
‘ this is my concern Now your concern might 

; be just right here in Chicago, but mine’s not 
4 Third Speaker Well, since you are here in Chicago don’t you 
think part of the program could be geared toward 

| helping the black man help himself? ; 

c THOMAS That's true : 

“4 Yhird Speaker I mean like not only fighting for your nights ; 
4 THOMAS And one of those ways is to find himself and to 
a be a man And we cannot fimd ourselves and be 

. a man by letting you whip me side the head 

2 fhird Speaker Now everybody isn't whipped side the head 

THOMAS Well, you whip ome way or the other or you 
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Well, we are striving for the conertere of the 
whole U & We are not just concenped just with 
Chicago I want to be able to go ,to New York, 
anywhere else We are not just concerned with 
just Chicage because I have some sixty seventy 
chapters and I am concerned about what is going 
on in all these seventy different places And 
this is my concern Now your concern might 

be just right here in Chicago, but mine’s not 
Well, since you are here in Chicago don't you 
think part of the program could be geared toward 


a 


helping the black man help himself? _ 


That's true % ; 


I mean like not only fighting for your nights 
And one of those ways is to find himself and to 
be a man And we cannot find ourselves and be 
a man by letting you whip ms side the head 

Now everybody isn't whipped side the head 
Well, you whip ome way or the other or you 
whip side the head or you whip montally 

Either way you whipped 
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So what do we do? Be we go through physical 
violence or do we try to alleviate the problems 
that create the situation? 

Well, when you go to try to deal with the 
problem that creates the situation then that 
brings on violence because the man never wants 
go give any ground You understand? Why, you 
think you never seen the civil rights people 
get their heads whipped down South 
Oh, yes 
You never seen them get arrested in Chicago? 
Pardon? 
I’ve never been in the South but they have had 
heads whipped in other areas other than the 


South 
Right Have you heard of police ‘brutality in 


Chicago? 

Yes, there's police brutality in Chicago but 
what I'm speaking of is the fact that there 
are more areas to work than juet the violence 
So you would bypass the court and we'll take 


care of this, is this what the Deacons are 


saying? 
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Hoderator 


Hodorater 


Moderator 
Fourth Speaker 
Moderator 
Fourth Speaker 
THOMAS 

Fourth Speaker 


i 


_ 
No We are not saying that, but I think the 
Lady got mixed up for when we es an organization 
was not intending to spend a fortune going 
through the courts when the one Federal law 
says you have the right to picket to Lawful 
assembly and all this and then the city 
official comes in and arrests you and you go 
through courts, city courts 

You say you are not going to demonstrate 

No, we are not going to get out there doin g 
that 

We have to cut you off here mam We have—a— 
couple commercials conipg up Thank you for 
calling Good night 

Our telephone number 847-2602 

(Commercial) 

This is the Hot Line 

Yes, Mr SOUTH What is your guest, Mr THOMAS? 
Yes, ERNEST THOMAS 

Is he on? Well, Mr THOMAS 

Yes sir 

You said that you were asked to comp here 

Would you mind explaining who asked you to 


cone here? 


— wee Cee fee. 
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Fourth Speaker 
THORAS 
Fourth Speaker 


THQMAS 


Fourth Speaker 


Moderator 


Fourth Speaker 


Moderator 


Fourth Speaker 
Hoperator 
Fourth Speaker 


Moderator 


THOMAS 


LU 


OD 
No, I don’t think it is necessary to answer 
you 

It is none of my business 

Pardon? 

You say you don’t think it is none of my 
business? , 

I say I don’t think it is necessary for me 
to answer that a 
I don’t see why 
This man lives here Re is a Negro you come 
here to help him 

Come here to help you do what —_ 
Sir, he has come here to help you I would 
say too I would say it’s your business to know 
I am a Negro 

That's what I say 

Yes, and that's why I ask you 

I know the NAACP say they didn’t ask you 

The Urban League say they dida’t ask you 

I don’t mean established groups such like that 
These are various people and from small groups 
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Hederator I know churches have said they didn’t ask you 
to come in 
* HOHAS Yes, like I say we are not going to disclose ; 
who invited us in 
Moderater Is there any reason? I mean-is this a secret ! 
organization? 
TROMAS Not an organization We got our signs up 
We're here But I°m speaking of who invited 
us And this have a tendency to get the people 
that invited us into a bind because they do ; 
work for the power structure Ate 
Moderator You would say that someone invited you in 
TROWAS A lot of peopie, vee. 
Fourth Speaker Would you explain who the lot of people are j 
Can*’t you give me some 
: THOMAS I thought I explained this to you Say if you 
co , worked for the mayor and your name was on there 
: would you want me to give that name out? 1 
Fourth Speaker Listen, we have a lot of groups here In other 
r words we have got too many groups here | 
1 FROWAS No, we never have too many because we haven't 
i } solved the problem Meantime whether we've got 
i jf too many 
; 
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i 
hy j 
7 | 
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Fourth Speaker Will you listen to me You know you say it i 
again that you was going to bring in about | 
fifteen thousand Deacons Now you know you | 
‘ ain’t got no fifteen thousand Deacons There 
ain't an organization among the Negroes : | 
today got fifteen thousand Negroes in it | 
THOMAS Wait three months and call me back and say 
; that 
’ Fourth Speaker Wait three months Leok I've been here in | 
Chicago long before you were born | 
=HOMAS Well, we're not arguing that point —_ 
Fourth Speakerg And you say you've" been here six months | 
THOMAS Yes, six to seven months off and on 
Fourth Speaker Now you don't know what's going on in Chicago 


no more than what somebody tell you 
THOMAS Well, I don*t see In other words you 


saying I can’t see the problem! 


j 
| 
,Fourth Speaker Wait a minute You going to hear me now We | 
do not want no pistol packing Deacons here 
because we get along without a riot and you | 
know you can't accomplish nothing in no boisterou 
way and I don’t like your attitude You spoke 
about the man looking in the store at the ham 


Don't you know that’s a match for a riot? Don’t 


you know that? 
seg APF e 


Docld: 325827556 Page 1235 


MLOMAS 
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Moderator 


THOMAS 
FYourth Speaker 


THOMAS 
Fourth Speaker 


THOMAS 


Fourth Speaker 
THOMAS 
Fourth Speaker 
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Pardon? 

Huh? 

He said don’t you know that your statement 

of the hungry man looking at a ham in the store 
is a match for a riot, | 

Well then I can’t help that 

Yes you can help that by not speaking and 
things And here's another thing I want to 
tell you Any time the groups get together like 
that you've been you see we are American 
citizens 

That's right = 
Don’t deal just on bPack, black and white, 
black and white Don’t you know what you're 
doing? You just building up more {hatred 
between the two races 
I’m not striving for love We're striving for 
respect for one another 

We don’t want no pistol packing Deacons here 
Well, we didn't say we was pistol packing 

I’m a Negro myself, and I'm going to tell you 
so far as I'm concerned you should never have 


come here 
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OMAS Well, you are entitled to \ ur opinion | 
Fourth Speaker Then you was talking about the police department . 
\ and all such as that We don't need you to 


n't know nothing about 10 
g like that You 


come here You do 


ghettos or no slums cr nothin 
ain't been here long enough to a 


Oh, that’s no difference 


TROKAS 
ty some odd years and don't 


Fourth Speaker I’ve been here for 
know all about it 
THOMAS It’s no different here than New York, Chicage, 


Los Angeles, no where 


Speak a little louder please eekly 


Fourth Speaker 
re than New York or 


He said no difference he 


cee mn See cae en ee 


Hoderator 

Chicago At New York, Philadelphia, ether places 
THOMAS That's right It’s no different 
Moderator Okay Thank you for calling ae , 
yourth Speaker Okay ! 
Moderator Good night 


Hiei Gebeak ona 


This is the ¥ot Line 


Fifth Speaker Yes WESLEY SOUTH told ms to call 


i 
Moderator Speaking 


Fifth Speaker I would like to talk with a Mr THOMAS 
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: Moderater 


Fifth Speaker 


Moderator 


Fagth Speaker 
THOMAS 
Fifth Speaker 


THOMAS 
Fifth Speaker 


cx 


ae, 


Who is this - did you say I teld you to call? 


) 


i 
\ 
Sw 


Go right ahead | 


Yes, my mame is Ur OVERTOR 

Well, he said I told him to call, g° right ahead 
Yes, am I talking with Mc THOMAS? 

Yes you are 

Well, here's what I would like to briag out 
I’ve been listening to your program very long 
here and I want to You know, I’m ne& 
condemning you for being here and I'm not 
condoning you, but I want to say some of the 
things that's going on that you're speaking of 
really, actually happening here I am living 


in a slum which you called and I see a lot of 


Becta eA A RS re Ae a ee 
a tt 


things and one way oF the other it looks like 
its something going to be happening that’s not | 
going to be right 

| 


That’s true 
] 


Far as the explosion Bevause I°1l tell you 


what goes on here, £668 A lot of times these guyS 


from suburbs and what have you they come around 


They'll be looking for prostitntes and first ore 
Fes | 


y 
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thing and enother Aad 4% hag been called to the 
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CU 


police department ’s attention and every thing, 


amd nothing’s really been cone about it you see ; 
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a i Ae = 


. their opinion 


And so what else can you do gbout it? XE would 


really like for some of the listeners to give 


uederator Would you and I know each other, sir? I'm 5 


Fifth Speaker Yes, you do 


(Commercial) 
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THOMAS You say why? 
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Moderator Yes, why 
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Our telephone number 847-2602 


Me THOMAS Mr ‘THOMAS, I’m white and I’ve 

been struggling for integration and against 
segregation and for civil rights for probably 
more than you have years Im other words before 


you were born, and I just wonder why it is you 


f trying to rack my brain for someone by the ; 
name of OVERTON 


Mederater Okay Thanks for calling 


This is the Hot Line t 


Sixth Speaker I would like to address a remzek or two to 


ra ie Se ne 


ceed 


want to exclude white people from your orgamizeatL 


= Bare et 


C) cS 


| 
rn ae | 
4 
i 


Soe 
A ee GT 
he 


@ 4 be 4 
; j 
RECEAS Well, for the cimple reason 
3 i 
Sis Spoaler Sahat I’ve earmed it You know I've,gone 


wa. 


ebrouge a 10Ot im the last 30 yeare pr So 
eee since the days of the aaattabons (phonetic) 


case You'll defend white civil rights WOrKers » 


wn eye oT 


RT CE ALLE re eric to iabicforeratte £5. 


won't you? 


THOMAS Sure, certainly 


aS 


Ra ARSE SS LP NIE) HCE Klien IE ere 


Sixth Speaker Well, why dom t you let them participate in 
! ; 


your organization too? 


TAOMAS Wait a minute It’s just like tas Jews having 


| 
a Jewish organization that they only let Jews | 
in and just like the White Citizens Council | 
only let white people in the John Birchers 


only let white people in I could mame you : 


ate teeccerena trie t 


sO many groups that don’t have anything but 


whites 
Sixth Speaker You are mistaken about many of those organizations 


because most o.ganizatioas have dropped their 


bars 

: TROMAS I don’t know of any blacks in the Ku Klux Klan 
‘ or the Minutemen or the Birchers | 
Mederater Are you comparing yourselz to the Ku Klux Klan? | 

| 

| - te | 
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Ko Fes Just betng a blacs organizat lon » 


pothing wrorg yith belng a biack opganizatiom 


Ho, but you Say thas the purpose gk your 


organization 43 to defend ths rights of the 


Wegrea, to vork for his dignity approve of 


these aims, generally speaking, Although 1 
pout the pistol packing part But 


don’t know & 
was just as much 


suppose & ghite person 
ng the dignity amd 


{uterested as you 4m defendi 


the rights of the Negro people Why should he 


be barred from ® group like that? 


And before you answer I would like to_ask you 


this question A noment ago you said &Q a 


woman that the pigmentation of her skin may 


have been Thet she was ghite om the Inside 


but her skin was dark What ahout a person 


peing 
White and dark ingide? 


a 


Yes 


Well, that’s true I accept this fact But 


aled 
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: 
{i r Sixth Spoeker You know how many white civil rights workers 


have been kidled im the South? 


THOMAS Pardon? 

. Sixth Speaker You know how many whites have beem killed in the 
a South | 
is THOMAS True : | 
; Sixth Speaker People who have gone im there fighting against ! 


a 
L ‘ segregation andfor civil rights 


THOMAS And we've protected more white civil rights 
workers then we did black civil rights 
workers, but anyone that even was down South 
and ram across any of the Deacons or happen to 
know me personally know that I'ma pretty nice 


fellow to meet but whem we hold our membership 


this is what it is We have a lot of whites 
: that we work with 
Sixth Speaker But when you treat white civil rights workers 
and people who are on your side whose skin happer 
to be white, whem you treat them as if they are | 
the enemy and they can’t belong to your organize: 


tion them you're giving a lot of fuel to the 


fire then | | 
| 
| 
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NO T-1 advised that from June 24 1966 to June 27 
1966 ERNEST THOMAS was seen with the march from Memphis 
Tennessee to Jackson Mississippi Ke was continuing his 
role as head of the Deacons of Defense and Justice (DDJ) 
and was providing protection for the members of the march 
On Friday afternoon and evening he was in Canton Mississippi 
That evening he had an argument with other leaders of the 
march THOMAS maintained that the march should go back 
to the school ground where they had been stopped from 
pitching their tents and set their tents up there that maght 
Others believed that since they had conducted a rally on 
the school ground this gave them enough of a victory and 
that they should not stir up any more trouble It was 
stated that the tents were in Tougaloo Mississippi im any 
case and it would not be possible to set them up im Canton 
that night Finally an agreement was reached by the 
leaders that if they argued among themselves this would 
create a lot of adverse publicity for their cause and 
they should attempt to stick together despite their differences 
The matter was them dropped and the members of the march 
were taken to Tougaloo Mississippi, where they spent the 
night 


All during that Friday night and Saturday 
morning ERNEST THOMAS set up and maintained security 
around the camp He would not let any reporters into 
the camp that night He stated that all of the reporters 
had citizems band radios in their cars and they could 
possibly alert the Klan to what defenses were around the 
camp and what the activities were in the camp 


THOMAS was assisted jim his activities to protect 
the marchers by three other groups from Chicago Ia 
total there were six cars and ome school bus known to be with 
the march from Chicago The three groups present from 
Chicago were the Devil s Disciples the Vice Lords and 
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the Blackstone R ngers The head of the Devil s 
Disciples was a man who used the nickname pf Hot- 
Shot 1s second lieutenant was a man who used 

the nickname of SATAN This group reportedly 
numbered about thirty and they were all supposedly 
armed although no arms were actually seen The 
leaders indicated that they were heavily armed and 
re.dy for trouble The head of the Vice Lords was 

a man who used the nickname of PEPPIR This was 
supposedly the nickname that he used around Chicago 
but he was Known to the members of his grouv by the 
name of DUCK It 1s believed that this wan s real 
rame 1s JAMES HARRIS and he lives at 1232 Rolin 
Chicago fIllinois This group also numbered about 
thirty and were also supposedly heavily armed It is 
believed that the above two groups came to Mississippi 
un the same school bus The Blackstone Rangers came 
by car Some of them arrived in Mississippi on 
Saturday dune 25 1966 The leader of this group was 
aman by the name of GENE His second lieutenant was 
RANDOLPH WHEATON 1511 West o63rd Street Chicago 
Illinois LOUIS WATERS 4500 Cottage Street Chicago 
Illinois and AUSTIN RUCKER 5402 Woodlawn Chicago 
Tllinois are also members of this group During 


the time the Blackstone Rangers were in Mississipp1 they 


used the car of RANDOLPH WHEATON which is a tan colored 
Baracuda with an unknown Illinois license number 

THOMAS exerted considerable control and influence over 
these groups while they were in Mississippi but it 1s 
not known if they are members of the DDJ 


In addition to the above named groups from 
Chicago members or the Bogalusa Louisiara Voters 
League and the Bogalusa Louisiana,chapter of the DDJ 
were present There were eight to ten members of the 
Bogalusa Louisiana chapter of the DDJ in Mississippi 
Those recognized were CHARLIE SIMS HENRY AUSTIN and 
JT WYATT On Sunday June 26 1966 CHARLIE SIMS 
rode all the way from Tougaloo Vassissippi, to Jackson 
Mississippi on the truck with JAMES MEREDTTH to protect 
him It 1s known that CHARLIE SI\S was carrying a gun 
at that time 
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CPARLIE SIMS and ERNEST THOMAS had an argument 
while they were together in Mississippi Thomas accused 
Sims of going out of the state of Louisiana and atvempt= 
ing to set up DDJ chapters and collecting roney ov his 
own Thomas told Sims that no one could set up DDJ 
chapters but Thomas and Sims would have to stop this 
type activity or he would be stopped It was learned 
that last year while all of the trouble was occurring 
in Bogalusa Louisiana Charlie Sims traveled around 
the courtry collecting money for the DDJ in Bogalusa 
During the course of his travels he met May tallory of 
New York City May Mallory lives at 11029 VWes*ernS*reet 
Apartment 12E New york New york After Sins returnod 
to Bogalusa he sent Fenry Austin to New York to see 
May Mallory Austin went to New York and &.ve a speech 
which Vay Mallory taped in her apartment May Mallory 
was then supposed to send or sell this speech *o Cuba 
Austin went back to New York to make a second speech 
for May Mallory sometime later While Thomas and Sims 
were arguing Sims asked Autin why he had gone back to 
New York the second tine Austin stated that Sirs kad 


told him to Sims denied tras At that poin* the argu- 
ment ended 


Sims stated that during all of the trouble _n 
Bogalusa Louisiana last year aman named Lomax from 
Los Angeles California caae to Bogalusa and gave S_ms 
$800 00 and gave $1700 00 to the Bogalusa C.vic League 
A discussion of wovey followed at this point and Thomas 
+ndicated that he had $800 00 with him at this tine 
Thomas also stated that he bad been given $600 00 by 
the football player Jimmie Brown to come to MLSSiSslppl 
and protect the marchers Thomas advised that he has 
beep setting up DDI chapters and he charges $25 00 per 
merber to join the pDJ in addition he stated that he 
charges a certain percentage of the dues collected by 
each chapter of the ppJ Thomas stated that he handles 


only his salary of the money coming into his organization He 
has a man working as treasurer who 1s also on salary This Man , 


ds. 
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worhing as treasurer, who 18 also walary 
handles all of the money ex cpt “'OmMaS Sua ¥ v 148 


S ated that shortly all of is 0 ucers would be o 

Sa ary but he could not aftord %4at yet Ye said tho 
there would be a lot of moncv coming into the organza 
tion in August and then all of the officers would go 

on salary THOMAS said trat he aid not wart aly 
communist money because they woula tnen expect to run 
the olganization and he wouta aiso oc branded a 
communist 


THOMAS stated trat he tad DDs Chapters in 

Evanston Illinois Chicago fll ros yashin,gton 

DBC and Cleveland Ohio Three merbers of the 
DDJ chapter in Evanston were ir ils» LSSipp1 Tne head of 

he Evanston chapter 1s a man called AGWUH CHI-SIRROH 
1606 Darrow Avenue Evanstor t{fllinois home telephone 
869-9264 and office phone 809-8306 The other two mem- 
bers present were BOB WINNBUSH 3806 South Parkway 
telenhone 643-8279 ard BANNATT JOHNSON 909 Gray Avenue 
Evanton Illinois telephone 869-8889 These men were 
armed and THOMAS fixed the gun carried by the leader 
when he realized it was jammed THOMAS carries tools ee 
in the truck of his car he uscs to work on firearms 


ERNEST THOMAS has an office in Chicago 
Illinois and it 1s at 1236 Pulashi Street Chicago Illinois : 


THOMAS relu*ed i he had been thinking of 
plans which could be usea o brea ao 1 Wh te supremacy | 
and get the Negro cause fo urd fiw otatcd tnat 1t would 
be necessary to kill a few write peonle esp Cially police- | 
men to break the white supremacy m the process a few 
Negloes may die but that is the price to be paid THOLIAS 
also said that it will be recessary to kill a few Uncle 
Tom Negroes in order to get the Negro people moving 
THOMAS consideis Uncle Tom Khegroes the same as white 
people THOMAS said that he had been thinking of a plan | 
where five or six Negroes ride in a car together All | 
eacept the driver hide in the car The driver then 1 
speeds until ke 1s stopped by a policeman The policeman ] 
would be shot or attacked by the Negroes in the car He 1s then , 


; 
oe 


HW 432765 Docld:325827556 Page 134 


O OC 


left on the road when the car drives on THOMAS also 
said that Governor JOHNSON of Mississippi and Governor 
WALLACE of Alabama should be assassinated THOMAS stated 
that there would be a riot possibly in Chicago this 
summer He said there would be a riot in Chicago because 
Mayor DALEY had not been making any concessions to the 
demands of the Negroes in that city THOMAS mentioned 
the date of August 4, 1966 in connection with a riot in 
Chicago,but it is not known if he is planning any 
demonstrations or activity on that date 
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DDJ ASSOCIATIONS WITH SUBVERSIVE GROUPS 


NO T-2 advised on March 23, 1966 that ERNEST THOMAS, 


Vice President of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, 
Incorporated, from Jonesboro, Louisiana will speak at 
Detroit, Michigan, on April 1, 1966, at a forum sponsored 
by the Friday Night Socialist Forum which will be held at 
373« Woodward Avenue Detroit, Michigan 


The source advised that some of the preceeds 
derived from this affair would be utilized to assist the 
Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated, in connection 
with their activities in the Leuisiana area 


NO T-3 on April 4, 1966 advised that ERNEST THOMAS, 
Vice President of the Deacons of Defense and Justice 
Incorporated, from Jonesboro, Louisiana, spoke in Detroit, 
Michigan, on April 1, 1966, at a forum sponsored by the 
Friday Night Socialist Forum which was held at 3737 Woodward 
Avenue Detroit, Michigan 


NO T-3 advised that THOMAS was the featured speaker 
at this forum and spoke for approximately one hour 
According to NO T-3, approximately 60 to 70 individuals, the 
majority of whom were Negro, were in attendance at this 
forun 


THOMAS, during his talk, indicated that by the 
summer of 1966, there will be’groups of Deacons in every 
community in both the North and South THOMAS indicated 
that the headquarters of the Deacons is located in Chicago 
and that the Deacons also receive their training in Chicago 
before being dispatched to various cities throughout 
the United States to form Deacon clubs 


THOMAS indicated, at the present time, that the 
Deacons are directly in need of funds and that the Deacons, 
in order to obtain these funds, plan on putting pressure on 
rich Negroes THOMAS indicated, during his talk, if the 
white power structure in the United States does not maintain 
law and order, then the Deacons plan to take law and order 
into their own hands 
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He stated that the Deacons would deal in a harsh manner with 
any informants of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 

or Central Intelligence Agency within their organization and 
flan on utilizing all their resources in an effort to get 

Negro citizens to vote in the forthcoming elections throughout 
the United States 


THOMAS indicated that his organization was ' 
protecting civil rights workers in the South and preventing | 
anyone from harming these civil rights workers while engaged 
in their activities THOMAS discussed the recent rioting in 
the Watts area of Los Angeles, California, and that which to 
Place during the summer of 1965 He indicated it was significant 
that in the recent rioting which took place in the Watts 
area that many of the individuals involved were armed with 
rifles and other weapons, whereas during the summer of 1965, 
very few of the Negroes were armed 


NO T-3 advised that after THOMAS’ talk a collection 
was taken up to assist the Deacons in their future activities 
According to source, approximately $70 was collected and 
turned over to THOMAS for financial assistance to the 
Deacons 


ACTIVITIES OF KNOWN OR ALLEGED CHAPTERS OF THE DDJ 


New Orleans, Louisiana, chapter 


AUBREY WOODS, President, Deacons for Defense 
and Justice, New Orleans, Louisiana, was contacted on April 14 
1966, by SA FREDERICK J WALLACE and SA EDWARD J CARNEY JR 
at Woods’ C & E Restaurant, 1900 Jackson Avenue, New Orleans 


WOODS advised he continues to serve as President 
of the New Orleans Chapter of the Deacons and stated that 
the chapter holds monthly meetings and that an executive 
meeting is normally held on a weekly basis He said that 
while the chapter has a letter of approval from the parent 
chapter in Jonesboro, Louisiana, he prefers to regard the 
Orleans Chapter as an independent entity 


WOODS said that the New Orleans Chapter does not 
operate under the instructions and by-laws of the parent 
chapter in Jonesboro and was primarily formed in New Orleans 
for the purpose of furthering needs of the Negroes in 
connection with the voter registration and employment along 
legal lines 


59 


HW 432765 Docld:32582556 Page 137 


NO 157-3290 /*> rom 
EJC jmp ae 


WOODS declined to furnish the identities of any | 
members or the total membership of the chapter and said 
that this was a policy that had always been followed from | 
the beginning He said that if any member cares to disclose i 
his identity as a Deacon, there is no objection to this 


WOODS said that the Deacons in New Orleans do not 
wear any uniforms or possess any equipment and that they are it 
not encouraged to obtain firearms, but are only told what 
the legal requirements are in relation to firearms He also 
said that his chapter has never been asked to assist other 
Deacons throughout Louisiana or out of the State of Louisiana 
He said that he does not regard the Deacons as a guard 
outfit and that there are no plans for the New Orleans Deacons 
to participate in any racial activity in Louisiana but that 
he himself, has been to Bogalusa from time to time to 
consult with the Deacons in that community WOODS declined 
to furnish any information concerning his contacts with the 
Deacons in Bogalusa 


Homer, Louisiana, Chapter 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
NO T-4 advised on March 29 1966 that a meeting | 
of the DDJ was held in Homer Louisiana on the evening of | 
March 8, 1966 and that the following individuals were 
present 


GEORGE DODD, JR President 

JOE LESTER GREEN Financial Secretary 
WILL JAMES MORRIS 

GEORGE LEWIS 

FRED LEWIS 

OTHO LEWIS 

ROY SMITH 


| 
NO T-4 stated that at this meeting the Poverty | 
Program in the Homer area was discussed l 


NO T-4 said that there was also a meeting of the 


DDJ in Homer on March 22, 1966 and that the following 
individuals were present 


60 


HW 432765 Docld:32582556 Page 136 


C 6 
NO 157-3290 
EJC jmp 


HARVEY HOUSTON, Athens, Louisiana, new member 
VERTIS MERRITT, Homer, Jouisiana new member 
OTHO LEWIS 

FRED LEWIS 

GEORGE LEWIS 

KENNETH BANKS 

WILLY JAMES MORRIS 

GEORGE DODD, JR 

JOE LESTER GREEN 

ROY SMITH 


NO T-4 said that the DDJ in Homer, Louisiana 
does not possess any firearms and that there are no plans | 
to obtain any firearms | 


NO T-4 reported on April 29 1966 that a meeting | 
of the DDJ chapter at Homer, Louisiana was not held on 

the night of April 12 1966 as scheduled because the members 4 
were too busy to attend NO T~4 advised that a scheduled 

meeting for April 27, 1966 was canceled because no one 

showed up for this meeting 


NO T~4 stated that the DDJ chapter at Homer does 
not possess any guns or any Other weapons and that there 
are no plans to purchase weapons 


Minden, Louisiana, Chapter 


HENRY L RICHARDSON, Vice President, DDJ, Minden, 
Louisiana, on March 29, 1966, "advised that meetings of the 
Minden chapter of the DDJ were held on March 8, 1966, 

March 15 1966, and March 22 1966 RICHARDSON said ‘that 
there were about 12 members present at each meeting, including 
the following individuals 


W 4L CUNNINGHAM 
SAM HAMPTON 
RAYMOND MORRIS 
SAM GREEN 

DAVE RALPH 

JAMES HARPER 
HENRY FLOURNOY 
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RICHARDSON advised that discussion at the meeting 
centered around duties of the Deacons to assist law enforcement 
officers by taking down the license numbes of any vehicles 
engaged in harassment of civil rights workers 


RICHARDSON said that the DDJ chapter at Minden has 
not purchased any firearms and has no plans to purchase any 
firearms 


RICHARDSON stated that while he himself has not 
been able to attend meetings of the DDJ chapter at Minden 
recently, he is aware that meetings were held on April 5, 1966 
April 12, 1966; April 19, 1966,and April 26, 1966 He 
said that he has determined that there were about 10 to 12 
members present at each meeting and that there was not much 
discussed at any of the meetings He stated that this 
chapter does not own any guns or any other weapons 


W 1 CUNNINGHAM, President DDJ, Minden Louisiana 
Chapter, advised on May 1 1966 that the chapter had meetings 
on April 5, 1966, April 12, 1966, April 19, 1966 and April 26, 
1966 He said there were about 12 men present at each meeting 
and that the racial situation in Minden was discussed 
CUNNINGHAM noted that the racial situation in Minden is 
quiet and that he does not see any possibility of violence 
He said that the Deacons do not possess any guns or other 
weapons 


Jonesboro, Louisiana, Chapter 


ELMO JACOBS a member of the DDJ at Jonesboro 
Louisiana, advised on April 6, 1966, that the DDJ in 
Jonesboro is a passive group and takes action only as a 
result of action JACOES stated that the local Negroes 
in Jonesboro are presently involved in court action 
against local officials and have met no resistance in 
their drives towards desegregation JACOBS said there was 
no indication of increase in activity by the DDJ in 
Jonesboro in the foreseeable future 
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Alleged DDJ at Cleveland, Ohio 


Sergeant JOHN J UNGVARY, Bureau of Special 
Investigation Cleveland Police Department on April 1 1966 
arranged to show a clip of a television interview conducted 
by station WJW of one HARLLEL JONES, also known as ROBERT 
JONES to Special Agents ROBERT S_ BURGINS, JOHN J SULLIVAN, 
and THOMAS J O'HARA at the Cleveland Police Department 


During this interview JONES stated that he is part 
of the Bandung World, which he described as being the non-white 
world which actually comprises the majority of the world 
JONES stated he considers himself as spokesman for the 
peasants and that he is a member of the DDJ which has 56 
chapters throughout the United States JONES advised 
that he is vice president of the local Deacons group in 
Cleveland, Ohio He said that this group has high-powered 
rifles and that the rifles had been purchased in downtown 
department stores and from Army and Navy stores 


Patrolman MAHON, Bureau of Special Investigation 
Cleveland, Ohio, Police Department, on June 20, 1966 
advised that his department has no information indicating 
that the DDJ is either functioning or holding regular 
meetings in Cleveland Ohio 


Bogalusa, Louisiana, Chapter 
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Mr MARTIN ROCHE Vice President Washington 
Bank and Trust Company Bogalusa Louisiana advised that 
their records contain the following information regarding 
the account of The Courtesy Club 904 Ruby Road Bogalusa 
Louisiana This account was reviewed from December 30 
1965 to the present date 


Mr ROCHE advised that the account was signed 
e for by CHARLES SIMS ALBERT LEE DAVIS, and BERTRAN WYRE 
The maximum balance for the account was $537 77 on 
December 30 1965 and the minimum was $4 85 on April 8 
; 1966 ROCHE noted that there were no cancelled checks 
available for this account and stated there was only one 
deposit for which he could furnish a source This was 
f a check from the Chase Manhattan Bank New York City for 
: $100 on January 11 1966 
. 


: ‘ Mr ROCHE stated that he~has instructed the tellers 
‘ at the bank to notify him in the event that a deposit of 
$500 or more is made to this account 


i ROCHE stated that this account has not been very 
~ active of late and although he has no definite knowledge 
that The Courtesy Club has moved their account to another 
bank he indicated that there is a possibility 


Mr ROCHEadvised that these records would be 
available through issuance of a subpoena duces tecum and 
he himself would be the individual to contact in order 
to make them available 
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Bogalusa Chapter Deacons of Defense and Justice (DDJ), 
advised that the DDJ of Bogalusa is planning to go to 
Baltimore, Maryland, sometime after the completion of the 
present MEREDITH march in Mississippi 


SIMS stated that no specific date has been 
set for the trip to Baltimore but added that it is 
definitely planned He further stated that the number of 
Deacons who will participate in this endeavor has not been 
decided upon at this time 


Regarding current officers of the Bogalusa Chapter 


NO 157~3290 < > a 
EJC: jmp ? © 
On June 13, 1966, CHARLES SIMS, President 


of the DDJ, SIMS advised that he is President, ROYAN BURRIS 
is Vice President, and ROBERT HICKS, in addition to being 
Vice President of the Bogalusa Voters League, is head of 
business relations for the Deacons 


SIMS declined to furnish a membership list and 
indicated he would not do so at any time 


Alleged DDJ Chapter in Washington, DC 


An article appeared on page B-l of the March 30, 
1966, issue of The Washington Post and Times Herald a 
daily Washington, DC , newspaper captioned Bogalusa Unit 
Plans Move to DC , authored by WILLIAM RASPBERRY A ' 
copy of the article is attached 


The article by RASPBERRY indicated that the DDJ 
planned to establish a chapter in Washington, DC , and he 
questioned the plans for such a move’ .The article stated 
that according to JULIUS W HOBSON ‘militant leader of 
ACT and a prospective Deacon, the move to the area was due 
to increasing brutality on the part of police officers and 
the failure of officials to punish it HOBSON, according 
to the article said that the Deacons could probably recruit 
as many as 300 to 400 men in the Washington, DC area, and 
it was HOBSON's theory that Negroes must organize to strike 
back at brutal officers 


On March 30 1966, JULIUS W HOBSON, Chairman, 
Associated Community Teams (ACT), Washington, DC Chapter 
advised the FBI as follows 
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WILLIAM RASPBERRY, writer of the article in the 
March 30, 1966 issue of The Washington Post wrote an 
article entirely misleading to the readers and appeared to 
present information obtained from HOBSON which was not 
true RASPBERRY had attempted to interview HOBSON on 
approximately February 26, 1966, at which time HOBSON referred 
him to someone else 1 


retraction by The Washington Post of the article, however 

he was granted the privilege of writing a Letter to the 

Editor with his comments which he was assured would be 
published on March 31 1966 


HOBSON added that he personally demanded a public | 


HOBSON emphatically stated that DDJ has no | 
organization in Washington, DC , and has no plans to 

organize here HOBSON stated he is not a member of the 

DDJ 


Alleged DDJ Chapters in Mississippi 


MIKE HIGSON, Assistant Office Manager Mississippi 
Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP) 507% North Farish Street 
Jackson, Mississippi advised on April 13 1966 that the 
MFDP, to his knowledge, has no one in their organization who 
is a member of the Deacons of Defense and Justice (DDJ) 
He said the MFDP has been the center of the civil rights 
movement within the state of Mississippi for the past year 
along with the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP), and there have been no attempts made 
to recruit chapters of the DDJ To the best of his knowledge, 
there have been no members of the DDJ from Bogalusa, | 
Homer, or Jonesboro, Louisiana, in Jackson for the past 
several months attempting to recruit members for the DDJ 


NO T-5 who is familiar with some phases of the 
DDJ advised on April 11, 1966, that no additional information 
has been received concerning forming chapters in the state 
of Mississippi since last contacted The source advised 
that there are no chapters of the DDJ within the state of 
Mississippi NO T-5 advised that the NAACP within the 
state of Mississippi has refused to have any association 
with the DDJ in Louisiana and there is no one in the MFDP t 
strong enough to form a chapter of the DDJ within the state | 
of Mississippi 
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NO T-6, who is familiar with some phases of the 
DDJ, advised on April 6, 1966 that he has traveled throughout 
the state of Mississippi on behalf of the civil rights 
movement and he has received no information that 
chapters have been organized within the state of Mississippi 


NO T-7, who is familiar with some phases of the 
DDJ, was contacted on April 13 1966 “f@-advised that there 
has been no information obtained concerfiing the existence 
of any DDJ chapters or actual members NO T-7 advised that 
daily contact is had with negro and white civil rights 
workers 


M B PIERCE, Chief of Detectives Jackson, 
Mississippi, Police Department, advised on April 22, 1966, he 
could furnish no pertinent information concerning the DDJ 
He said that since the DDJ held a meeting at the Masonic 
Temple, Lynch Street, Jackson, on August 29 1965, there has 
been no other efforts, to his knowledge to recruit members 
PIERCE stated that he has attempted to determine if the 
NAACP and the MFDP have recruited members of the DDJ for 
protection in the Jackson area,and he has been unable to 
substantiate by investigation any activity om behalf of the 
DDJ 


CHARLES SNODGRASS, Administrative Assistant to 
the Chief of the Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol (MHSP), 
advised on April 22 1966, he could furnish no pertinent 
information concerning the DDJ not previously furnished 
He said there have been several racial situations occurring 
within the state of Mississippi the past several months, but 
investigation by his Department has disclosed no activity 
on behalf of the DDJ 


Alleged DDJ Chapter in Chicago, Illinois 


On May 25, 1966, Sergeant ED MC CLELLAN, Human 
Relations Section, Chicago, Illinois Police Department, 
advised the Chicago Office of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) that the Deacons of Defense and Justice 
Incorporated (DDJ), recently opened an office at 1230 South 
Pulaski Road, Chicago, and the telephone number of the 
Chicago Office of the DDJ is 522.7706 
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ERNEST THOMAS, an organizer for the DDJ, reportedly is the 
individual who is responsible for organizing the Chicago 
chapter of the DDJ THOMAS is in and out of Chicago 
frequently but is not known to have any permanent address 
in Chicago 


NO T-1 on June 16, 1966 stated that the DDJ is 
incorporated in the state of Louisiana only and had not 
filed papers to do business in any other state 


NO T~1 said that ERNEST THOMAS has been traveling 
around the United States calling himself the Regional 
Viee President and Northern Director of the DDJ and has 
claimed to set up DDJ chapters in several cities in the 
United States on a militant basis NO T-1 said that these 
efforts on the part of THOMAS are reportedly entirely of his 
own ition and are not supported or condoned by the DDJ 
at Jor€sboro, Louisiana 


NO T~1 pointed out that as far as he knows, the 
DDJ headquarters at Jonesboro Louisiana has never received 
any requests for charters from anywhere outside of the 
state of Louisiana and that such charters could not be 
issued outside the state if they were so requested 


MISCELLANEOUS 


On April 19, 1966, a representative of Alcohol 
and Tobacco Tax Unit, US Treasury Department, Los 
Angeles, California, advised that his source has been 
unable to obtain any information concerning the shipment 
of machine guns from the Czechoslovakian Firearms Manufacturer 
to the Deacons of Defense and Justice His source said that 
he now feels that he received false information from the 
beginning and does not feel that this matter has any merit 
His source said that he would continue to be alert for 
information reflecting upon this matter 

me 
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FRIDAY NIGHT SOCIALIST FORUM, 
aka Militant Labor Forum 


On May 3 1965, a source advised that the 
Forum is a paper organization set up by the Chicago 
Branch, Socialist Workers Party (CBSWP) Chicago, 
Illinois for Socialist Workers Party (SWP) members 
and sympathizers Open meetings held under the 
auspices of this Forum are geared to be the activities 
that the SWP is pursuing at a particular time eg, 
unemployment election campaign, Cuba, segregation etc 


SUZANNE BUCH, a CBSWP member is in charge 
of the Forum and schedules meetings under the name of 
the Forum in order to conceal the SWP sponsorship of 
same The meetings of the Forum generally are held at 
Chicago SWP headquarters although the Forum, in the 
past has sponsored other affairs such as meetings 
socials and picnics held at other locations 


The SWP has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450 


APPENDIX 


69% 


Docld: 325827556 Page 147 


i3FD 323 (R21 29 61) a 


+ aie 
O ae, 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


yo New Orleans, Louisiana 7 
dim Reply Please Refer to July 21, 1966 


Bile No. 
Title DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE INC 
Character RACIAL MATTERS 
Reference Report of SA EDWARD J CARNEY JR 


i at New Orleans Louisiama dated 
July 21 1966 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced commimication have furnished reliable 
information in the past 


NO T-1 is a source with whom insufficient contact 
has been had to determine reliability of his 
information 


HW 432765 Docld:32582556 Page 146 


FBI NEW ORES 


~ 


6 4SPM CST 7/15/66 URGENT RRR 
TO BAL LEMORE 
aA 


FROM AC, NEW ORIWEANS 1 SF 3290) 


“EACIONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, HNC a) RN 
ON JULY FOURTEEN, 


t 
a 
A 
; 
| HE PLANS EO GO TO PALTIMORE EITHER THIS WEEKEND OR 
i 

NEXT WEEKEND  ®PON ARRIVAL HE PLANS TO? CONTACT THE 

rs | 

BALTIMORE OFFICE AND OFFER SERVICES 01a) (7) - (ATLL IDENTIFY 

HEYSELF BY EIMHER HES MAME OR ALLAS 

STATES MODE (OF TRAVEL QINKNOWN! AT THES-RIME == ; 
i ” 
} END! PAGE ONE 

on 

| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
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dan » 
PAGE [HREE 


END 


BA 4 


MiFK 


FBI BAT Ot ! 


TO ALL 
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FRI NEW ORLS 


6 45PM CST 7/15/66 URGENT RRR 
fo TO, BALTIMORE 
FROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3290) 
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC RM 


ON JULY FOURTEEN, 


qn ee 


HE PLANS TO GO TO: PALTIMORE EITHER THIS WEEKEND OR 
NEXT WEEKEND UPON ARRIVAL HE PLANS TO CONTACT THE 
BALTIMORE OFFICE AND OFFER SERVICES 
i HIMSELF BY EITHER HIS NAME OR ALIAS 
STATES MODE OF TRAVEL UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME 
| “END PAGE ONE 


Po Pea 
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q . care 


i , 

# a j . 
: © C) 
j brn 8 


‘PAIGE TWO 


i 

| 

\; 

| 

| END PAGE Two 
| 
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FB, BALTO & 6 


FRY NEW ORS 7 
& 53 PM GST URGENT h B+ IRdiS: 
AO! BALMIMORE CHA 1008) 

FROM NEW ORLEANS  ¢€1135 7° S90! 


DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JIUSEICE (DDJ)  iRM 


INFORMATION REGARDING ERNEST THOMAS FORWARDED YOUR -OF FICE ‘BY 


LHM JUNE THIRTY (CAPTIONED AS! ABOVE 


INVOLVING iDISCRIMINAT EON ON JMONROE, LOUISIANA BUS LINE FOIA(b) (6) 
DESCRIBED: AWS NEGRO FEMALE, FOURTEEN: YEARS OLD IN int NETEEN SEXIYFOUR, 
BOB! 


FLVE FEET FIVE INGHES ONE 
TAREE FIVE POUNDS, STUDE ENT SHINGLE, NO: ARRESTS ADMITTED! NO 


CONNECTION WITH 1DDJ utan ATED IN NEW ORLEANS FILES AND: Not REPORTED 
WPOLENCE POTENTE 
RE BENNEE 


( 
IDENTICAL WITH BENNIE ROY BRasS » GORE TASK, 


‘BRASS 


FORCE WORKER; IIN MONROE LA, IN NINETEEN SIX#YFOUR, WHO IS: 


$4 


> VICTIM INi NUMEROUS’ PUBLIC ACCOMODATIEON CASES Ty INO DIVISION BRASS 
) WHO IS ACTIVE IN ‘CIVIL RIGHTS MATTERS, HAS NO REPORTED ‘CONNECTION 
WITH DDJj AND NO REPORTED VIOWENCE POTENTIAL DESCRIBED as NEIGR @ 

MALE AGE TWENTY: DOB ‘ONE TWENTY@AGHT IFORTY SIX AT MONROE, \LA-, 


SIX FEET ONE EIGHT ZERO PO WINDS, HEAVY BUILD, ONE INCH CUT ScaR 

REGHT CHEEK BEGINNING AT NOSTRIL P RIOR ARREST BY MONROE PB FOR 

CRIMINAL TRESSPIASS., DISTURBING PEACE WH TCH ARRESE was OWDGROWTH OF 
CIVIL RIGHTS TEST GASE BRASS SOPHOMORE STUDENT AT GRAMBILI ~ We Moir _4 


END [PAGE ONE ye 
nyt AL 2 J 


AY 
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on 


PAGE THO (> O 


aa 


DLVISIGON AND FS DESCRIBED AS NEERO MALE DOB FOIA (b) (6) 


FOIA (b) (6) FIVE FEET ELGHT INCHES, ONE FORTY FIVE 3POWNDS 9 
STUDENT ATTENDING FERRIDAY HIGH SCHOOL IN NINETEEN SIXTY SIX Not 
ARRESTS ADMITTED WHATELEY WAS REPORTED TO BE VICE PIRES DENT 
OF FERRIDAY FREEDOM MOVEMENT, FERRIDAY’, ‘LA: », IN) NINETEEN SIXTYFIME 
WHATLEY S jHOME, SHOT ENT O} BY UNKNOWN PERSONS IN NINETEEN ‘SIXTY REVE 
ON] ONE THIRTY SEXTYSTX HOME IN WHICH WHATLEY WAS EIVING WITH OFHER 
ICLVIL RIGHTS WORKER. WAS INVOLVED IN ATTEMPTED BOMBING HOWEVER ONLY 
DET ONATOR OF BOMB EXPWODED AS! DYNAMITE RAILED TO GO: OFF 

JON FOUR FIFTEEN SIXTYSIX A SOURCE WITH WHOM, UNSU-EFICIENT CONTACT 
HAS: BEEN HAD TO DETE RMIINE RELTABILIFY ADVISED THAT WHATELY ANDi OTHER 
CIVIL RIGHTS WORKERS IN FERRIDAY AREA WERE ATTENDING KARATE 
{CLASSES ‘WHICH WERE TAUGHT BY A NEGRO MALE NAMES NAJA, WHO LIVED Ad 

THE WHATLEY HOME. JHIS TRAINING WAS SUPPOSEDLY TO (PREVENT ANY HARM 
TO THE PARTICEPANTS SHOULID! TROUBLE DEVELOP’ 

THIS SAME SQWURCE ADVISED ON ISIX TWENTYTHREE SUXTYSIX THAT 
DAVID) WHATLEY, PRESIDENT OF (FERRIDAY FREEDOM MOVEMENT HAS BEEN 
CHOSEN BY CIORE TO! TAKE A TRIP TiO USSR THIS) SUMMER WHAFELY 
REPORTED TO BE WEAVING FOR ‘RUSSIA ‘ON ABOUT JUITY NINE ACCORDING To 
SOURCE 

WAHTELY INOT KNOWN TiO iBE VIOLENT OR MEMBER iOF DDd 
END; [ 

BA VEM. 


FBI BAL TO 


iC 
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6 4PM 6ST URGENT Gr AWS} O 
MO: DERECTOR, NEW ORLEANS AND BALT IMORE 

FROM JACKSON 1517-3 465% 

DEACIONS OF DEFENSE AND: SUSTICE (DDS) RM 


RE BALTIMORE TELETYPE TO BUREAU JULY TWO SIxTYSTX 
ME FARMER, MHSP, ADVISED MISS LICENSE, FORTY-FIVE D  - 
NINE SEVEN TWO: REGISTERED TO BOBBY CHINN, THREE TWENTY RIVE 
i 


OWEN STREET, CANTON, ‘MESS VEHICLE DESCRIBED AS NINETEEN 


SEXTY “SIX BETGE' ;OLDSMOBILE, NINETY EIGHT JACKSON FILES DISCLOSE, 


QUARTERS, CANTON, MISS , HAS DRIVEN VEHICLE ON OCCASIONS G 0. 


| 

| (CHI NN GLNI JACKSON FILE CAPTIONED UNSUBS ‘SMOKE BOMB THROWN Ad’ FRONT 
| OF MEDP HOUSE, CANTON! MISS ,, SIX TWENTY-TWO SIXTYSDX LAST; C0 

| CHINN, SR; - VIG@TIM- (REL; VRA NINETEEN, SLXRYFIVE. 

| (CH ININ ARRESTED JBiy GANT-ON PD) JULY TWENTY TWO LAST AND GHARGED 

{ WITH! ASSAULT AND BATTERY WITH A: PISTOL WITH WNTENT Tor KUL AND 

| MURDER € O (GHENN DESGRIBED AS: NM DOB NINE-EDGHTEEN-NINETEEN, 

POB, MADISION (COUNTY, MISS , FIVE (REET NINE AND ONE HALF INCHES TALL 
BLACK HAIR, BROWN EYES, THREE INCH CIRCULAR SCAR ON. RIGHT GHEEK 
‘EXTENDING FROM CIORNER OF EYE %O MID: CHEEK C {0 CHINN AND RAMILY 
EXTREMELY AGTIVE EN CIVIL RIGHTS, WORK 


” 


END 

WA JPM 
(FBI WASH DC 
BAL. KGW 
FBI BALT:O: 


NO,  WS!W 
| FBI NEW ORL'S 
TU €h 
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TO BERECTOR NEW ORWEANS, AND: BALTMM ORE 
FROM JAGKISON (157-3465 
BEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE CDDJ) RM 
ae RE BALTIMORE TELETYPE TO BUREAU JULY TWO SIXTYSIX 
Mi FARMER, MHSP, ADVISED ‘MISS LICENSE FORTY-FIVE D 
NINE SEVEN TWO REGISTERED TO BOBBY CHINN THREE TWENTY FIVE 
QWEN' STREET, CANTON, MISS VEHICLE DESCRIBED AS NINETEEN 
SIXTY-SIX BEIGE OLDSMOBILE NINETY EIGHT JACKSON FILES DISCLOSE 
“?4¢ 0 CHINN, SR TWO TWENTY FIVE OWENS STREET, CANTON, CIVIL 
“* RIGHTS WORKER AT MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC PARTY HEAD- 
” * QUARTERS, CANTON, MISS , HAS DRIVEN VEHICLE ‘ON OCCASIONS C 0 
ICHINN .LN JACKSON FILE CAPTIONED UNSUBS, SMOKE BOMB THROWN AT FRONT 
OF MFDP HOUSE, CANTON, MISS , SIX TWENTY TWO SEXTYSIX LAST C.O; 
“ CHINN, SR = VICTIM, CR-EL VRA, NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE 
jee CHINN ARRESTED BY CANTON PD JULY TWENTY TWO LAST AND CHARGED 
WITH ASSAULT 4ND BATTERY WITH A PISTOL WITH! INTENT TO KILL AND 
‘“ MURDER «C O ‘CHINN DESCRIBED AS NM DOB NINE-EIGHTEEN-NINETEEN, 
*“ POB, MADISON COUNTY, MISS , FIVE FEET NINE AND ‘ONE HALF INCHES TALL 
“BLACK HAIR, BROWN EYES, THREE INCH CIRCULAR SCAR ON RIGHT CHEEK 
“ EXTENDING FROM CORNER OF EYE TO MID CHEEK ‘© O CHINN AND FAMILY 
EXTREMELY ACTIVE IN CIVIL RIGHTS WORK 
~“ END/ 
WA JPM 
“* FBI waSH DC 
BA Kaw 
~ FBI BALTO 
No  wWSwW 
* “FBI INEW ORLS 
“~ Ta eh 
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te OT TR pep «TON 
GSARPMA'C GFR) { 


UNITED: STATES ‘GOVERNMENT 
It ee en 
Memorandum 


To: «¢ ‘SAC; BALTIMORE pate 7/1/66 
FROM SA RW DAVIS 


supjectT CORE 
RM 


At 10 00 pm this date, Lt EURICE, Baltimore 
County Police Bureau, telephonically adutised that his 
department through Officer) Charles Tenn had received 


a_messace bu phone from 
A(b) (3) - 50 USC 3024(1)(1) - Intelligence Sources and Methods 


A coléred male, ERNEST THOMAS, head of the Deacons 
for Defense of Justice 18s wn Baltimore City and had vssued, 
the: following statement "I am in Baltimore City to 1141 
white polycemen and a few negroes may have to die also, ALL 
Uncle Toms have to die” Fal of operation 1s to have 5 ar &: 
negroes hidden in hrs automobile and cause a small traytfic 
violation and when stopped by police he and the other negroes 
will beat up and kill policemen 


FOIA(b) (3) - 50 USC 3024(i1)(1) - Intelligence Sources and Methods 


Natvonal Core Convention at Baltimore 
Deacons for Defense and Justice (DDJ) 


w Orleans advises that itwnformattion indicates 
of DDJi for the US with offices ab 
w St, Chicago, Til ts at; present un Baltimore 
ore Convention 

Thomas has tndicated to reliable sources! that he re 
thinking of plans to be used to break down white supremagy: 
THOMAS states that 1% will be necessary to killi a few white 
people especially policemen: and tn the process a few negnoe's 
may also dve Thomas undicated it may be necessary to kal 

a few Uncle Toms THOMAS has devised d@ pian and is thinking 
of hauing 5 or 6 negroes tna car together with alt but phe 
dirvver\kudden The driver will speed until he vai gtoppeg by 


4 


: Gene 
Bay OS Sazoiumgs Bonds Regularly on the. BF proll Savings Blan Tite, 
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CO GV 


pa 


the police The policeman will then be attacked and 

killed by all of the negroes THOMAS has been known to 

carry firearms and carries tools in the trunk of his car 

| which are used to work on firearms Source=-FBI Evaluation- 
Be2 


The above twnformatron was telephonically furnished 
to Night Bureau Supervisor TOM SMITH, who aduised he would 
I call New Orleans for additéaonal information as the Bureau 
had no record JBqltimore also had no such information 


( AG 11 10 P M SWUITH telephonically advised that he 
had contacted the New Orleans Office of the FBI and instructed 
them to submit a teletype to Baltimore and the Bureau within 
the hour, furnishing all information in connection with this 
matter SMITH further stated that New Orleans aduised they 
had submitted the information by Atrtel and L HM 


ASAC GAMBLE and SUPERVISOR GARRISON were both 
adursed of the above events as they took place 
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woe 


- FBI NEW ORLS 


FBI BALTO 

SO7PM EDST URGENT 7/3/66 WJH 

TO. NEW ORLEANS (157 3290) 7 
FROM BALTIMORE (157-1003) 


DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE RM 


RE NEW ORLEANS TEL JULY THREE 

BALTIMORE PD ADVISED REVIEW OF REGISTRATIONS MOUNT 
ROYAL HOTEL BALTIMORE REVEALED ERNEST THOMAS (FIRM) DDS, 
PO BOX 472, JOHCSBORO (ILLEC) LA MISS ROTAIE (6 

FOIA (b) (6) BENNIE BRASS MAIN ST GRAMBLING LA 
DAVID LEE WHATLEY 308 SOUTH 5TH FERRIDAY, LOUISANA 
INDICES BA NEGATIVE OTHIR THAV THOMAS SUTEL ANY PERTINENT INFO 
PARTICULARLY CONNICTIONS WITH DDS AND INDICATION OF 
POTENTIAL FO? VIOLENCE 
END 
NO PUS 
FBI NEW ORLS 


Reps obit gre tay 


SPR TES hep pm 


Les 
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FBI NEW ORL St 


| FBI BAL TO  * | 
307%PM EDST URGENT 7/3466 WH} 

) TO NEW ORDEANS (157-3290) ~ 

FROM BALTIMORE iC 51% W008) 

| 

| DEAG:ONS OF DEFENSE. AND JWSTICE RM 

| RE NEW ORLEANS TEL JULY -HREE~ 

| 


BALTIMORE PD ADWISED REVIEW OF REGISiTRATLONS,, ‘MOUNT 
ROYAL HOTEL BALTIMORE REVEALED 1 ERNEST THIOMAS! OFILRMo DDS: . 


PO BIOX 472, JOHESBORO CILGEGY LA FOIA(b) (6) 
FOIA (b) (6) BENNLE BRASS, MAIN ST, GRAMBLING, LA-, 
| DAVED! LEE WHATLEY, 30 SOUBH STH FERRIDAY, LOWLSANM, 
| INDICES’ BA NEGATIVE OTHER’ THAN THIOMAS  SWTEL ANY PERTINENT LNFO: 
| PARFICUMARLY. CONNECTIONS WITH! DDG’ AND: TINDRCATION ‘OF 
POTENTLAL FOR VLOWANCE 
END 
) NO. PHI 

AB INEW <ORLS 

: IPFREXED!  aaisovemtec 

i > 
a : 
ce | _ te hep > 
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i FRY WASH De 


FBA BALT® 

£ i> 4350S PM EDST WRGENT 7-2-66 PTK 

TO: DIRECTOR AND NEW (ORLEANS'ANID: JACKSON 

FROM! BALTIMORE j5i7-11008 e 


‘DEACONS! (OF DERENSE AND JUSTICE CDDJ) RM 


iBAPD CONFIRMED TODAY MHiAT ERNEST THOMAS IS IN BA AND 


DRIVING CHRYSLER SARATOGA, LA LICENSE ROWRTEEN F -4FERST me 
THREE PIGIMS ONLY) THOMAS ACCOMPANIED BY CHARLES SINS WHO: 
IS DRIVING TAN OLDSMOBLWE NINETY ELGHT,, WITH iNFSS , LICENSE 
FORTY FIVE BD NINE SEVEN Two THEY, ARE STAYING AT Mf, ‘ 
ROYAL HOTEL, BA , 

BA FILES REFEECT SIMMS PRESIDENT OF BOGALUSA CHAPTER, 
DY 

ADVISE IF THOMAS OWNS. ‘SUCH: AN AUTOMOBDLE AND! RURNISH 
COMPLETE NUMBER JACKSON CONFIRM MISS! ERCENSE FOR SIMMS JRURNISH 
ALL RBERTINENT IENRAO INCLUDING DESCRIPT EME DATA RE SIMMS ADVISE 
{OF OTHER iMEMBERS OF DDJ WHO ‘MAY BE ACCOMPANYING THOMAS ‘ANID SIMMS 
AND FURNISH ALL DETAILS :RE SUCH PERSONS : 

CONTACT ALL WOGHCAL SOURCES AND DETERMINE PURPOSE OF ID Br J : 
MEMBERS IN BALTI ‘MORE; 

SUTEL.. 
END: ore inital 
JPN SERIALIZED! oe 

Z IxWD Ce 

FBI WASH DC 
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Sa eS SS 


ToS Se ge SE SE FP EE ee 


Se a a Re NET RE Oe 


, 


| 


EI BALT@ @ 
4-16 PM EDSE me P-B-66 PAK 

TO DIRECTOR AND NEW SORLEANSAND JACKSON 

FROM BALTIMORE {5.7- 1008 


DEACONS ‘OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, (DDJ) RM 


BAPD ‘GONFERNED TODAY-“fHAT ERNEST THOMAS IS LN Ba AND 
DREVING :CHRYSLER SARATOGA, LA JICENSE FOURTEEN F -(FIRST 
MHREE DIGITS ONLY) | THOMAS ACCIOMPANIED' BY CHARLES SIMMS WHO 
£S [DRIVING TAN OLDSMOBILE NINETY BEGHT, WITH MISS WLIGENSE 
FORTY FIVE D} NFNE SEVEN TWO THEY ARE SAYING AT INT 
ROYAL HOTEL, BA, ey 
BA FILES REFLECT SIMMS PRESIDENT OF BOGALUSIA CHAPTER 
DDJ | 
ADVISE EF THOMAS (OWNS SUCH AN AUTOMOBILE AND! FURNISH 
COMPLETE NUMBER: JACKSION) CONFIRM MISS LICENSE FOR SIMMS, FURNISH 
ALL PERTINENT INFO INCLUDING DESCRIPTIVE DATA RE SLMMS, ADVISE 
OF OTHER MEMBERS OF -DDdJi WHO: INAY BE ACCOMPANY PNG ‘THOMAS AND Sams 
AND FURNISH ALL DETAILS RE StwiCH PERSONS 
CONTACT ALLL KOGICAL SOURCES AND \DETERMINE PUBPOSE OF D&D dr 
WEMBERS IN BALTI MORE 
SUTEL 
END 
NO; 
FBI NEW ORLS 
INITIALS ‘PLS ” FiGC 


GEARCHED, aseitires ering 
EBI NEW ORLS. INDEXED) 


eM SEER SA 
SERIALIZEBL 2 


gin La Hi 


FBI JKN MEss 
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FD3 (R i 26) . ©) 
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FB! 
Dt 7/2/66 

T nmtth follw g 

(Typ pla t d) 
Vv __ TELETYPE URGENT 

(P y) r 
a a rs En eg Si ee ee oP sts hE 
fpeeero 44D 
TO ORLEANS (157-3290) 7, mw 

; FROM BALTIMORE ((/s7- /228 ) 


DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE (DDJ) RM 
- BAPD CONFIRMED TODAY THAT ERNEST THOMAS IS IN BA AND 
DRIVING CHRYSLER SARATOGA LA LICENSE FOURTEEN F - (FIRST 
THREE DIGITS ONLY) THOMAS ACCOMPANIED/ CHARLES SIMMS WHO 
IB DRIVING TAN OLDSMOBILE NINETY EIGHT WITH MISS LICENSE 
FORTY FIVE D NINE SEVEN TWO THEY ARE STAYING AT MT ROYAL 


HOTEL BA 
BA FIRES REFLECT SIMMS PRESEDENT OF BOGALUSA CHAPTER 


¥ 
wy 
yy 
< 


: t 
QtMnire, fe Fern sie Come ros 
Stee IF THOMAS OWNS SUCH AN AUTOMOBILES CONFIRM 


Ack Sov 
MISS LICENSE FOR SIMMS FURNISH ALL PERTINENT INFO INCLUD- 


ING DESCRIPTIVE DATA RE SIMMS ADVISE OF OTHER MEMBERS OF 
DDJ WHO MAY BE ACCOMPANYING THOMAS AND SIMMS AND FURNISH 
ALL pag RE on PERS ONS 


SEARCHED sanguine ttcignyee 


SERIALIZED _Leaiomennerm 


“7 


App d 


: Spec 1 Agent in Charge ta ; / 
! £59 f0OF Fl 
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PLAIN TEXT 


smtthe f llowi g n 


NEW ORLEANS 157-3290 


BALTIMORE 157-1008 


DEGCONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE /DDJ/RM 


RE URTEL SEVEN O13 LAST 
SUTEL BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 


RE ERNEST THOMAS 


SEARCHED 
INDEXED 


o—acrmemmpletmnemacenirnemgntataess 
SERIALIZED Y bk 


Sp c1 1 Ag ti Charge 
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FBI NEW ORES 
FBI BALTO: 
216 AM EDST WRGENT- 7/2/66 TEC 


JO NEW ‘ORLEANS 157-3290 ; 
FROM BALTIMORE %15:7- 1,008 


bY 


IDSACONS OF DEFENSE AND: JUSTICE, (DDBJ) IRM 


REWURTEL SEVEN ONE“LAST 
SUTEL BACKGROUND JINFORMATION AND (PHYSICAL DESCRIPTTON 
RE ERNEST THOMAS 4 
JEND) 
wo | WSW : / 
FBI INEW ORLS 
TU; - it 
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e 
FBI NEW RUS 

YO-6 PM‘CST WRGENT  7-%-66 wWSW 

TO DIRECTOR AND BALTIMORE 

FROM-NEW ORLEANS 157- ~3290 

BEACONS, OF DEFENSE AND “GUST ICE /DDI7RM: 

FOTA(b) (7) - (D) WE TH,WHIOM 
INSUFFICIENT CONTACT HAS BEEN HAD TO ‘DETERMINE RELIABILITY 
7 Fosills L mSluspnictss 
ADVISED THAT ERNEST “THOMIAS!, WEAD OF TRE /DDJ/ BN \LOUDSILANA ,, 
MADE THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS IDURING THE RECENT MARGH FROM 
MEMPHIIS TO’ JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI , 
THOMAS RELATED THAT HE HAD BEEN THINKING ‘OF 

PLANS WHICH GOULD BE USED TO: BREAK DOWN WHITE SUPREMACY 
(AND GET THE NEGRO} CAUSE IRORWARD HE STATED THAT IT WOULD BE 
NECESSARY RO KELL a FEW ‘WHIWE PEOPLE , ESPECIALLY POLICEMEN, 
TO BREAK THE WHITE SUPREMACY IN! THE PROCESS, A FEW! 
NEGROES MAY DIE BUT THAT IS} THE PiRTICE TO BE PAID 

THONAS ALSO, SAID THAT IT WILL,JBE NECESSARY TO KIUL, A FEW 
UNCLE TOM” NEGROES IN ORDER TO GET THE NEGRO PEOPLE |MOVING 
THOMAS CIONSIDERS NCEE TOM" NEGROES THE SAME AS! WHITE 


PEOPLE THOMAS SAID THAT HE ‘HAD? BEEN THINKING OF A PLIAN 

WHERE FIVE OR SIX NEGROES RIDE IN A GAR TOGETHER ALL ; 
EXCEPT THE DRIVER HIDE WN THE CAR THE DRIVER THEN! SPEEDS? 
UNTIL HE I's STOPPED BY A POLICEMAN THE POLICEMAN WOULD BE. 
‘END OF PAGE [ONE 


yy r 
r ay’, 
ve wee 
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PAGE, TWO 


SHOT (OR ATTACKED BY THE NEGROES IN THE CAR- JHE PS THEM 
LEFT ‘ON THE ROAD) WHEN! THE CAR ‘DRIVES ON! JHOMAS ALSO 
SAHD! THAT GOVERNOR) JOHNSON ‘OF MISSISSIPPI AND: GOVERNOR 
WALLACE OF ALABAMA SHOULD BIE ASSASSINATED -JHOMAS ST ATED: 
THAT THERE WOULD BE A REOT, iOSSIBLY, IN CHICAGO, THIS 
‘SUMMER HE SAFD THERE WOULD BE A RIOT IN CHICAGO: BECAUSE 
MAYOR DALEY HAD NO@ BEEN MAKING ‘ANY CO NCESSTIONS 10 THE 


WEMANDS (OF THE ‘NEGROES JN THAT cl TY THOMAS MENT LONED 
THE, IDATE AS! AUGUST FOUR, NINETEEN SIXTYSIX, IN CONNECTION WITH A 
RLOT IN} CHICAGO: BUT IT IS NOT ‘KNOWN IF HE, IS PLANWING ANY 
IEMONSTRATIONS OR ACTIVITY ON THAT DATE 
THE ABOVE INFORM AT YON HAS IBEEN ['NCQURPERATED) 
EN AN LHM DATED JUNE THIRTY, NINETEEN SIXTYSIX AND FURNISHED 
10 THE BUREAU THIS DATE BIRMINGHAM AND JACKSON 
OF Fices’ HAVE BEEN INSHRUCTED TO NOTIFY APPROPRILATE 
AUTHORITIES REGARDING THOMAS! COMMENTS ‘REGARD NG ‘ASSIAS'SI NATION 
FO IGOVERNORS JOHNSON, (AND WALL ACE 
END 10F PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 
THOMAS REPORTEDLY ATTENDING NATIONAL CORE CONVENT HON 
BALTIMORE AT PRESENT MIME CARE SHOULD BE TAKEN 
IN’ HANDLEING THE ABOE INFORMATION IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE 
SOURCE 
END ‘AND @CK PLS! 
WA JHFL 
FBI WASH! 1Dc 
BA REM 
EBI BALTO! : 
TUL DESC 
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FBI NEW ORILS ; 
106&k6 PM CST URGENT 7-1-66 WSW 
JO DIRECTOR AND BALTIMORE 
IFROM INEW ORLEANS 157-3290 
IEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE /DDJ/RM 

FOIA (b) (7) ~ (D) WI TH WHOM 
INSUFFACLENT CONTACT HAS BEEN HAD TO DETERMINE RELIABILITY 
ADVISED THAT ERNEST THOMAS, HEAD OF THE /DDJ/ IN LOUISIANA 
MADE THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS DURING THE RECENT MARCH -FROM 


MEMPHIS TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI se4 3 

THOMAS RELATED THAT HE HAD BEEN THINKING OF ee" 
PLANS WHICH! COULD BE USED TO BREAK DOWN WHITE SUPREMACY Bai 8 
AND GET THE NEGRO CAUSE FORWARD HE STATED( THAT IT WOULD BI Ae 3 
NECESSARY TO KILL’ A FEW WHITE PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY POLICEMEN, age? 
MO BREAK THE WHITE SUPREMACY, IN THE PROCESS A FEW age 
NEGROES MAY DIE BUR THAT IS THE PRICE TO BE PAID “a ie 24 
THOMAS ALSO SAID THAT IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO KILL A FEW Me Beha 
UNCLE TOM | NEGROES IN! ORDER TO GET THE NEGRO PEOPLE MOVING #* 0/9 
THOMAS iCONSIDERS UNCLE TOM” NEGROES THE SAME AS WHITE amt. 
PEOPLE THOMAS SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN THINKING OF A PLAN 3 fom a 
WHERE FIVE OR SIX NEGROES ‘RIDE IN A CAR TOGETHER ALE F035 
EXCEPT THE DRIVER HIDE IN THE CAR THE DRIVER THEN SPEEDS oor 

3. 
” 


UNTIL HE IS STOPPED ‘BY A POLICEMAN THE POLICEMAN WOULD BE 
END OF PAGE ONE 


IMORE 
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~ (PAGE TWO 
SHOT OR ATTACKED BY THE NEGROES IN THE CAR HE IS THEN 
a LEFT ON’ THE ROAD WHEN THE CAR DRIVES ON THOMAS ALSO 


2” *SAID: THAT GOVERNOR JOHNSON OF MISSISSIPPI AND GOVERNOR 
“ WALEACE OF ALABAMA SHOULD BE ASSASSINATED THOMAS STATED 
Fa THAT THERE WOULD BE A RIOT, POSSIBLY, IN CHICAGO THIS 


see SUMMER HE SAID THERE WOULD BE A RIOT IN CHICAGO BECAUSE 
““ MAYOR DALEY HAD NOT BEEN MAKING ANY CONCESSIONS TO THE 
~ DEMANDS iOF THE NEGROES IN THAT CITY THOMAS MENTIONED 


*“ THE DATE AS AUGUST FOUR, NINETEEN SIXTYSIX, IN CONNECTION WITH & 
\ 


™ RIOT IN CHICAGO BUY IT IS NOT KNOWN IF {HE IS PLANNING ANY 


: =" TEMONSTRATIONS OR ACTIVITY ON THAT DATE 


So 


& eee oan ae oraenpir 


IN ANMLHM DATED JUNE THIRTY, NINETEEN SIXTYSIX AND FURNISHED 
TO THE BUREAU THIS DATE BIRMINGHAM AND JACKSON 

OFFICES HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED TO NOTIFY APPROPRIATE 
AUTHORITIES REGARDING THOMAS COMMENTS REGARDING ASSASSINATION 
FO GOVERNORS JOHNSON AND WALLACE 

XEND OF PAGE TWO . ' 
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FID 268 (Res. 9 17 65) 
= 


: FEDERAL BUREAU -OF INVESTIGATION 


\OrF GEO ORGN 


NEW ORLEANS 


REPORTING OF CE 


TLE OF CAS 


RT SIMS aka 


Identity of Informants 


NO T-I as FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


N CHARG 


8 - Bureau 


7 / New Orleans @ 157-5602) BERTCH ane — Hep 
~ 157-3290) Beridlegi ee ti‘i 
W mee 
fted-—____- —— pF 
A Fee LOO NATL 
{DI semi ati R cod ¢ Att hed Report — Nototi "FSEARCR ii ts i ; a 
hy es eral eee ee 
eg ene ee , 
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NO 157-5602 
FUW sep 


INFORMANTS CONTINUED 


Identity of Informant Location of Information 
| NO T-5 is FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
NO T-6 1s NO 157-3290 


NO T-7 is NO 157-3290-290 


FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


NO T-8 is 


NO 157-3290 


NO T-10 1s NO 157-3290 


NO T-11 is NO 157-3290 


NO T-12 1s 


NO 173-201 


i NO T-13 1s 
| NO T-14 is 
| NO T-15 1s 

NO T-16 is 


NO TeH47 5805) 07) - wy 


NO T 18 is FOTA(b) (7) - (D) 


q ADMINISTRATIVE 


This report 1s being submitted for information 
purposes only No dissemination is being made at New Orleans 
| at this time New Orleans is maintaining enough copies for 
possible dissemination at a future date 


B COVER PAGE 
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NO 157-5602 
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Enough copies are being submitted to he Burea 
for possible future dissemination This case has been 
placed in closed status 


This report is being classified confidential 
in order to protect the informants as requested by 
auxiliary offices 


C* COVER PAGE 
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NO [-3 advised on August 26 1965 that CHARLES 
SIMS stated he carries a 32 or a 38 caliber gun on him at 
all tames and the BDDJ 1s equipped with highpowered rifles 
and sub-machine guns 


NO T-1 advised on September 21 1965 that the 
BDDJ held a rifle practice however CHARLES SIMS did not 
attend as he left before the rifle practice began for 
Detroit Michigan 


NO T-5 on September 24 1965 advised that the 
BDDJ do not have hand grenades machine guns or any other j 
high valiber weapons Source sStaieu that they have three i 
carbines which are held by CHARLES SIMS ROBERT HICKS and 
LOU VARNADO at their homes 


D Incidents _1n Bogalusa October 20 1965 


NO T-l on October 20 1965 advised that CHARLES 
SIMS had attempteé to call the President of the United States 
three times that day without success and stated SIMS will i 
continue to attempt to call him to protest the situation in : 
Bogalusa Louisiana Source stated SIMS has also attempted | 
to contact NICHOLAS KATZENBACH Attorney General of the 
United States and J EDGAR HOOVER Director of the FBI 
Source stated SIMS is drinking approximately a fifth of 
gin each day and has steadily increased his drinking over the 
past months 


Source further advised Negroes in Bogalusa blame 
ROBERT HICKS and CHARLES SIMS for the trouble occurring on 
East 4th Street between the Negroes and the local police 
department These people believe that individuals were 
arr¢ sted who have not been involved in the civil rights 
movement and they are asking where their leaders were be~ 
fore the trouble happened when they were needed 


| 

| 

| 
NO T-1 advised on October 21 1965 that he was | 

advised by a companion of SIMS that SIMS was in the Bamboo 

Bar on Fowth Street in Bogalusa when members of the BVL 

were being arrested in the area surrounding the bar When 

the Bogalusa Police entered the Bamboo Bar SIMS left 

through the rear door and went to a house in the area and 

had a woman stand on the porch of the house and act as a 

look-out for SIMS advising him as to what was taking place 


18 
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E Control of the Bogalusa Deacons for Defense 


NO T-5 on February 3 1966 stated that HENRY 
AUSTAN regards CHARLES SIMS as an incompetent and although 
SIMS is presently president of the BDDJ that AUSTAN intends 
to take over this position for himself 


CHARLES § ‘IS BEING CONSIDERED ARMED AND 


19 
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APPENDIX 


WORKERS WORLD 


On May 3, 1965, a confidential source advised 
that the ‘Workers World is the official newspaper of the 
Workers World Party, published twice monthly, with editorial 
offices located at 46 West 21st Street, New York, New York 
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1 APPENDIX 


FRIDAY NIGHT SOCIALIST FORUM, 
aka Militant Labor Forum 


On May 3, 1965, a source advised that the Forum is 
a paper organization set up by the Chicago Branch, Socialist 
Workers Party (CBSWP), Chicago, Illinois, for Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) members and sympathizers Open meetings 
held under the auspices of this Forum are geared to be the 
activities that the SWP is pursuing at a particular time, 
eg , unemployment, election campaign, Cuba, segregation, etc 


SUZANNE BUCH, a CBSWP member, is in charge of the 
Forum and schedules meetings under the name of the Forum in 
order to conceal the SWP sponsorship of same The meetings 
of the Forum generally are held at Chicago SWP headquarters 
although the Forum, in the past, has sponsored other affairs, 
such as meetings, socials, and picnics held at other locations 


The SYP has been designated pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450 


APPENDIX 
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APPENDIX 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY - 
NEW YOK LOCAL 


A source stated on August 25 1960 that the New York 
Local (NYL) of the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) was founded 
during 1938 in New York City i 


A second confidential source stated on April 8 1964 
that the NYL was affiliated with and followed the aims and 
purposes of the National SWP 


The SWP has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450 
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On November 3 1964 a source made available a 
document entitled The Revolutionary Action Movement Mani- 
festo,’ the document having been obtained by the source 
from an individual known to be a member of the Revolutionary 
Action Movement (RAM) 


This document stated in part that RAM was offi- 
cially organized in the winter of 1963 by Afro-Americans who 
support the revolutionary objectives of Robert F Williams 
now residing in Cuba and his concept of organized violence 
to achieve the liberation of the Afro-American people in the 
United States This Manifesto disclosed that RAM had oriented 
its program to one of education and political revolution and 
the organization of a black political party with revolutionary 
objectives, having recognized the need for a black revolution 
that could and would seize power RAM philsoophy is described 
in this document as one of revolutionary nationalism, that is 
one involving the struggles of the nonwhite races of the world 
against exploitation and enslavement by the white capitalist 
and imperialist nations 


Pa) ve 
LY ee 
APPENDIX 
1 
REVOLUTIONARY ACTION MOVEMENT 

Regarding Williams it should be noted that on 
August 28 1961, a Federal warrant was issued at Charlotte, 
North Carolina, charging him with Unlawful Flight to Avoid 
Prosecution for the crime of kidnapping Subsequent to the 
issuance of this warrant, Williams fled the United States to I 
Cuba where he now publishes a monthly newsletter entitled 
The Crusader‘ from Havana 

This source in September 1964 advised RAM is dedi-e 
cated to the overthrow of the capitalist system in the United i 
States by violence if necessary and to its replacement by a 4 
socialistic system oriented toward the Chinese Communist inter= ‘ 
pretation of Marxism-Leninism RAM is entirely nonwhite in j 
membership, clandestine in nature, and owes its primary 
allegiance to the “Bandung World ‘' that is, the nonewhite 
races of the world rather than to any national entity, as ‘ 
such a 
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| REVOLUTIONARY ACTION MOVEMENT *| 
| Bee oe pe ee ee 

{ 

i 


On November 16 1964 a second source advised he 

i learned recently from a RAM member that the organization began 
in Detroit, Michigan largely under the impetus of Don Freeman 

described as the Father of RAM and referred to as RAM's 
Black Stalin Freeman served as RAM Chairman, with Maxwell 

Stanford now of New York City, formerly of Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, serving as RAM Field Chairman 


j 
i 
This source stated in May 1965 there has been no 
formal headquarters as such, for RAM but that headquarters 
i have been with Freeman since he has played such a dominant 
role in the leadership of and has directed the policies and 
| activities of the organization 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Within recent months according to the second source 
dissension within RAM has become evident and some 
dissatisfaction with Freeman’s leadership has arisen So 
far as is known however, he remains the titular leader of 
RAM 


To date according to the second source in May, 
1965 RAM has organized units and membership in several of 
the larger cities in the United States east of the Mississippi 
River, and the organization is currently active in attempting 
to recruit new members and expand its sphere of influence 
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APPENDIX 


REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE OF 
THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL 


A source advised on September 9 1964 that the 
Revolutionary Committee of the Fourth International (RCFI) 
was also known as the Spartacist Committee and the Spartacist 
Group This source described the RCFI as being composed of 
former members of the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) who had 
split from the SWP and who were led by JAMES ROBERTSON This 
source stated that this polatical unit has its main center 
un New York City where 1t publishes Spartacist on a very 
irregular basis but their formal meetings are held at least 
once a week 


A second source advised on March 4 1964 that 
FARRELL DOBBS National Secretary of the SWP sent a letter 
to all SWP branches in February 1964 in which he advised 
that the expelled leader of a minority faction of the SWP 
JAMES ROBERTSON announced on February 10 1964 that his 
faction would publicly criticize the SWP and had followed 
this with a public organ called Spartacist in which they 
attacked the SWP 


The July-August 1964 issue of Spartacist in 
its masthead describes this publication as follows 
published bi-monthly by supporters of the Revolutionary 
Tendency expelled from the Socialist Workers Party This 
masthead sets forth that the editor of the publication is 
JAMES ROBERTSON and its main address is Post Office Box 
1377. General Post Office New York New York 


| 
i 
| 
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The SWP has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450 
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YOUTH AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM 


A confidential source advised on March 29, 1965, 
that the Youth Against War and Fascism (YAWF), formerly 
known as the Anti~Fascist Youth Committee was established 
by the Workers World Party (WWP) in the summer of 1962 to 
bring college and high school youth into the periphery of WWP 
activities and thereby gain recruits for the organization 


A second confidential source advised on October 23 
1964 that a flyer distributed by the YAWF describes that 
organization as a militant organization of young workers 
and worker-students for combating war and fascism 


The first source advised on March 29 1965 that 
the YAWF maintains an office in Room 1214 1123 Broadway 
New York City and publishes a magazine called The Partisan 
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| KU KLUX KLAN 

| The Ku Klux Klan has been designated by the 

| Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 

| Order 10450 

li 

: THE COMMUNIST PARTY 

: / The Communist Party has been designated by the 

Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 

| ; Order 10450 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


I Reply Pleas Refer to 
Fue N 


New Orleans Louisiana 
April 29 1966 


Title CHARLES ROBERT SIMS 
Character RACIAL MATTERS 
Reference Report of Special Agent 


Frederick J Wallace dated 
April 29 1966 at New 
Orleans Louislana 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information xm the past 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI It 1s the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


R port f SA FREDERICK J WALLACE Osi New Orleans 
Dt April 29 1966 


Fildof FI #¢ NO 157-5602 Bur FI ok 


Te CHARLES ROBERT SIMS 


Charact RACIAL MATTERS 


Synopsi CHARLES SIMS presently current president Bogalusa 
Deacons of Defense and Justice (BDDJ) While in 
service 1945 SIMS was tested and found to have 
mental age 7 years 3 months SIMS has been 
traveling in United States for the BDDJ giving 
speeches in attempt to raise money for this 
organization SIMS quoted as saying he carries 
a 32 or 38 caliber gun with him Bogalusa 
Negroes have questioned SIMS finances and 
wondered where he was during Negro arrests in 
October 1965 CONSIDER ARMED AND DANGEROUS _ 


ao oe 
DETAILS 


Characterizations of the organizations mentioned 
herein are a part of the appendix section of this report 


This investigation was predicated upon information 
furnished by NO T-1 on August 16 1965 At this time NO T-1 
advised that CHARLES SIMS 1s president of the Bogalusa Deacons 
of Defense and Justice (BDDJ) 


—GONADENTAL- 


Subject was born October 21, 
Loulsiana hs 


I___ BACKGROUND 
A___ Birth 


1923, at Bogalusa 
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B Citizenship 
United States citizen 
C___Education 


Subject was anterviewed on March 24 1965 and 
advised he had an eleventh grade education 


A review of the mihtary records at the Military 
Personnel Records Center St Louzrs Missouri by Investi- 
gative Clerk THOMAS J FLETCHER reveal that SIMS was 
examined by the Neuropsychiatric Section Regional Hospital 
Camp Swift Texas on February 23 1948 and it was the 
opinion of the examining medical officer 


(1) that the psychiatric dlagnosis in this 
case 1s Mental Deficiency Mental Age Seven (7) 
Years and Three (3) Months This has been mani- 
fested by a poor school record in civilian life 
in that he was unable to finish the fifth grade 
at the age of sixteen or seventeen years and had 
difficulty in learwng and understanding and the 
patient states that he had to repeat the third 
grade three times 


D Marital Status 
Subject advised he was single 


On July 15 1965 Mr WOODROW ERWIN District 
Attorney Washington Parish Franklinton Louisiana ad- 
vised that on July 13 1965 SAXON FARMER of Bogalusa 
Louisiana brought to his office three affadavits and 
warrants which FARMER wanted to file These warrants would 
bring charges against three Negroes in Bogalusa The 
charges were filed individually against each of these 
Negroes and were relating to co-habitation One of the 
Negroes charged was CHARLES SIMS 1636 North Avenue 
Bogalusa Louisiana for co-habitation with BERNICE HARRIS 
ERWIN stated that under Louisiana law 1f male 1s charged 
with co-habitation the female should equally be charged 
For this reason ERWIN intends to take no further action 
unless defendant recharged 
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1636 North Avenue Bogalusa Louisiana 


F Employment 


=a 


Keystone Insurance Company Bogalusa Louisiana 
Insurance salesman 


G Military Service 


The following investigation was conducted by 
IC THOMAS J FLETCHER on February 4 1966 at St Louis 
Miussour1 


Milatary service records at the Military Personnel 
Records Center St Louis Missouri indicated CHARLES ROBERT 
SIMS SN 38 494 918 was inducted intothe U S Army on 
June 11 1943 and entered on active duty on the same date 
at New Orleans Louisiana He was honorably dascharged on 
January 8 1946 as a Private at Camp Swift Texas by reason 
of discharge to enlist 1n the regular Army 


He enlisted in the United States Army on January 9 

' 1946 and he returned to duty on the same date at Camp Swift 
Texas He was honorably discharged on December 6 1948 as a 
Private at Camp Hood Texas by reason of lack of adaptability 
for military service based upon the report of Proceedings of 
a Board of Officers 


The service records indicated that SIMS had at one 
time held the rank of Sergeant but he was reduced in rank 
due to inefficiency The dates of service as a Sergeant and 
the date of being reduced in rank are not shown in the 
records 


y! It 1s also to be noted that on two occasions 

| action was brought against SIMS 1n an effort to have him 

7 discharged for inaptitude 1n April 1945 and an October 
1945 however on each occasion the Board of Officers found 
him qualified for retention and farled to recommend dis-~ 

;: charge 
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On October 29 1946 a Board of Officers at Camp 
Hood Texas found that SIMS did not possess the required 
degree of adaptability for the military service after 
reasonable attempts had been made to reclassify and reassign 
in keeping with his abilities and qualifications Based on the 
findigs the Board recommended an honorable discharge due to 
lack ot adaptability for m litary service 


The records contained a Certificate dated February 27 
1945 which indicated that SIMS was examined at the Out-Patient 
Ciinic by the Neuropsychiatric Section Regional Hospital 
Camp Swift Texas on February 23 1945 and that after careful 
and due considerations of all available facts it was the 
opinion of the examining medical officer 


(1) that the psychiatric diagnosis in this 
case is Mental Deficiency Mental Age Seven (7) 
Years and Three (3) Months This has been mani- 
fested by a poor school record in civilian life 
in that he was unable to finish the fifth grade at 
the age of sixteen or seventeen years and had 
difficulty 1n learning and understanding and the 
patient states that he had to repeat the third 
grade three times He has continued to have 
difficulty in learning and understanding since his 
induction in that he was unable to comprehend and 
understand the routine basic classroom work such 
as learning to read maps and a compass He 
has complained constantly of headaches and some 
confusim in thinking and these complaints have 
been investigated thoroughly and are without 
evident organic basis rather they may be ex- 
plained on a psychgenic basis in the nature of a 
conversion hysteria and are the result of his 
attempt to compensate to the demands of a military 
environment which are beyond the limitations of 
his psychological reserve It 1s believed that he 
will continue to be unable to adjust to the mlitary 
environment because of his intellectual retardation 
and that he should be separated from the service in 
accordance with the army regulations which are 
applicable to such cases 
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(2) that this cosdition existed prior to 
induction and was not aggravated by military 
service 


(3) that this condition 1s not correctable 
in a reasonable length of time and rehabilitation 
available to Army personnel 1s not feasible 


He had no foreign service 


He was awarded the American Theater Medal and 
the World War II Victory Medal 


His character and efficiency ratings ranged from 
poor to excellent 


He was tried and convicted by a Summary Court- 
Martial on March 17 1944 for being absent without 
official leave from March 5 1944 to March 15 1944 He 
was sentenced to forfeit $14 00 of his pay and to perform 
hard labor for 15 days 


He was tried and convicted by a Special Court- 
Martial on May 17 1945 for disrespect and disobedience of 
the direct order of a superior officer on May 5 1945 He 
was sentenced to be confined at hard labor for 6 months and 
to forfeit $10 00 of his pay per month for a like period 
On August 14 1945 the unexecuted portion of this sentence 
was suspended 


The records also indicated he was absent wathout 
official leave from October 7 1946 to October 9 1946 
however no punishment was shown for this offense 

H Arrest Record 


On March 1 1965 CLAXTON KNIGHT Chief of Police 


Bogalusa Louisiana stated that CHARLES SIMMS the President 


of the Deacons of Defense and Justice 1s well known to the 


Bogalusa Police Department in that he has the following arrest 


record; 


a | 
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DATE CHARGE _ DISPOSITION FINE COST DAYS 
9/13 53 disturbing peace $15 00 30 
9/15/53 4 warrants of 
battery dismissed 
9/15/53 dismissed 
9/15/53 $25 00 30 
9/15/53 dismissed 
11/9/53 peace bond $300 bond 
5/13/56 disturbing peace $25 00 or 30 
5/26/56 attachment dismissed 
7/28/62 simple battery dismissed 
8/3/57 no chauffeur license $15 00 $3 00 30 
9/3/57 aggravated assault $50 00 $3 00 60 
5/16/58 amproper brake $10 00 $3 00 15 
10/4/58 expired driver s 
license $15 00 $3 00 30 
3/7/60 carrying concealed 
weapon $50 00 $5 00 60 
10/25/60 battery dismissed 
11/1/60 speeding $5 00 $3 00 10 
12/4/61 carrying concealed 
weapon $50 00 $5 00 60 
12/28/61 speeding $15 00 $3 00 30 
3/20/62 peace bond $1000 00 bond ; 
5/7/62 ~ BERNICE HARRY appeared | 
in court on this date and requested 
CHARLES SIMMS be released from cus=~ 
tody and that all charges against him . 
be dismissed Court granted 
6 _ ! 
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I Physical Description 
Race Negroid 
Har Black - graying at temples 
Eyes Brown 
Blood Group A 
Height 5 94 
Weight 197 pounds 
Build Heavy 


___Make and Model of Automobile Used By Subject _ 


Volkswagen 1965 Kansas license 12352 


SIMS service records failed to contain any 
information indicating SIMS has or had any specific 
knowledge or training in the field of firearms demolitions 
or explosives 


Subject has made numerous statements regarding 
his possession of firearms but no information to date has 


been established regarding the proficient use of these fire-~ 
arms 


L Associates 


A 2% YOUNG President Bogalusa Voters League (BVL) 
Bogalusa Louisiana 


ROYAN BURRIS Yice-President BDDJ 
HENRY AUSTAN, member BDDJ 


LOUIS LOMAX Negro entertainer California 


N Photograph 


Photograph being maintained in New Orleans Office 
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1-25 60) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date __ 8/5/65 
1 


CHARLES R SIMS 1636 North Avenue was advised of 
the identity and official capacity of interviewing Agents 


SIMS stated the Deacons for Defense and Justice is an 
incorporated organization and has received a charter from the 
State of Louisiana He said National Offices for the Deacons 
for Defense and Justice are located at Jonesboro Louisiana 
He stated (first name unknown) BRADFORD is the National President 
and HENRY AMOS 1s the National Vice-President Both BRADFORD 
and AMOS live in Jonesboro Louisiana 


SIMS advised that he is the president of the 
Bogalusa Chapter of the Deacons for Defense and Justice and 
ROYAN BURRIS Bogalusa Louisiana is the vice-president 
of the Bogalusa Chapter 


SIMS stated the Deacons for Defense and Justice 
have a rule against divulging any information relating to the 
strength of membership the activities of the Deacons for 
Defense and Justice and the ownership of arms kept by the 
members of this organization He said he therefore could not 
furnish any further information regarding the Deacons for 
Defense and Justice and any other information concerning this 
organization would have to be obtained from the National 
Offices in Jonesboro Louisiana He added that for members to 
give any other information would be like cutting off your 
nose to spite your face 


8/5/65 _.» Bogalusa, Louisiana F le #__NO 157-3290 


SA A RAYMOND SWITZER & 


SA ALVIN LEE KING JI/SEP _D te dictated ___ 8/5/65 


in h mm d or 1 fh BI I h pe fh FBI di loa d 
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III STATEMENTS BY SUBJECT CONCERNING VIOLENCE AND ACTIVITY 
_IN_RACIAL SITUATIONS 


On May 19 1965 CHARLES SIMS while in the presence 
of SA ROBERT W FISCHER JR stated that he was going to i 
settle the situation, regarding the testing of Cassidy City | 
Park Bogalusa Louisiana with violence ( 


On June 9 1965 a press conference was held at 
the residence of ROBERT HICKS Bogalusa Louisiana Coverage 
was by ABC T V CHARLES SIMS identified himself as the head 
of the BDDJ and stated this organization had been organized 
approximately five months prior in order to furnish proper 
protection for the Negroes in Bogalusa because protection 
was lacking on the part of local law enforcement officials 
SIMS stated the BNDJ would continue even 1f proper protection 
from local authorities of Bogalusa was forthcoming 


SA JAMES C KENNEDY viewed the LOUIS LOMAS T V 
Show Channel 11 Los Angeles Calafornia beginning at 
11 PM on June 13° 1965 and CHARLES SIMS was the featured 
guest SIMS stated that the Deacons are armed and are 
buying more arms with which to defend themselves He ad- 
mitted he 1s aware that it 1s not legal for them to carry 
weapons but that he would rather be caught with a weapon than 
without one in Bogalusa 


He voiced the opinion that in the event of trouble 
that blood would be flowing down the street like water 
He claimed he could rally 100 armed men within 15 minutes 
notice and had done so previously He further claimed that he 
had used his gun twice but did not elaborate 


NO T-12 on July 9 1965 advised the executive com 
mittee of the BVL,represented by three Negroes of Bogalusa 
and CHARLES SIMS met with the Mayor of Bogalusa Bogalusa 
City Council Superintendent of Louisiana State Police and 
the Chief of Police of Bogalusa During the meeting, SIMS 
was vociferous in demanding of the colonel of the Louisiana 
State Police, that he arrange to have a speeding tacket, which 
SIMS received aprroximately one week before, torn up 


9 
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{| On July 16 1965 CHARLES SIMS was overheard by 
|! SA FREDERICK J WALLACE to advise members of the BYL that 

if there was trouble and the BVL pickets were harassed 

that they had been instructed to fight back SIMS also stated 
he had in his possession his own personal firearm 


The New York Times Magazine on August 15 1965 
had an article entitled The Deacons Tco Ride by Night 
which was written by ROY REED a reporter for the New York 
Times based in Loulsiana 


| 
| 
| 
CHARLES SIMS for one figures the Deacons can } 
get along without Dr KING (MARTIN LUTHER KING) A 
few days ago in a blanket invitation asking Civil 

Rights leaders to come to Bogalusa Mr SIMS said 

I want everybody here except MARTIN LUTHER KING 
If he came and they gunned him I couldn t protect 
him because he don t believe in me 


| 
NO T-1 advised on August 16 1965 STAFFORD 
CHAMBERLAIN Free Press News Reporter Los Angeles 
Calafornia was in Bogalusa and made a tape recording 
of an interview with CHARLES SIMS 
| 
| 


NO T-6 advised that on August 22 1965 a dinner 

was held for the BDDJ at 4472 Chene Street Detroit 

Michigan and was sponsored by the group on advanced 

leadership ROBERT HICKS and CHARLES SIMS were the 

speakers SIHS stated the white tan respects three 

, things mainly (1) money (2) tne vote because he 

controls everything that way and (3) power of force 

SIMS stated the white people have never hesitated to go ; 

to war when their freedom was 1n jeopardy He stated the 

Deacons intend to fight until they have the whole hog as they | 

have backed up to the river and will exther drown or fight | 
H 
i 


NO T=-1 on September 30 1965 advised CHARLES 
i SIMS was going to New York to see JAMES ROBERTSON a member 
1 | of the Spartacist Committee however he 1s not certain 

| of tre purpose for the vxit This contact with the 
Spartacist Committee 1s on SIMS own initaative and not 
im backed by the BDDJ SIMS has stated he knows what this 
organization is up to and he can handle it 


10 
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On October 18 1965 NO T-7 advised CHARLES SIMS 
1s to arrive via Delta Airlines during the afternoon of 
October 23 1965 He is to be met at the airport by MAE 
MALLORY who is attempting to get press coverage of his 
arrival SIMS 1s to speak at Columbia University New York 
University and other unannounced location On October 29 
1965 a public meeting will ne held at 853 Broadway New York 
City sponsored by Youth Against War and Fascism where 
SIMS end MAE MALLORY are scheduled to speak A social will 
be held at 319 St John s Place Brooklyn on an unannounced 
date for the benefit of SIMS NO T-7 advised 319 St John s 
Place 1s the residence of Kanowitz Rubins a member of the 
Workers World Party 


On April 16 1965 NO T-7 advised that 
WILLIE MAE MALLORY 1s a member of the 
Workers World Party 


10a 
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The Workers World volume 7 number 20 page 3 
dated October 14 1965 contained an article captioned 
President of Deacons for Defense to Speak 1n New York 
which reflects that it was announced by RICTUE LE SEUR, a friend 
of the Deacons from the newly opened office of the Friends 
of the Deacons for Defense and Justice (FDDJ), 271 West 
125th Street Room 209 New York New York that CHARLES 
SIMS founder of the Deacons for Defense and Justice (DDJ) 
and ROBERT HICKS Vice President of the BVL will speak ia 
New York on October 23 and 25 1965 


The Worker volume XXX number 80 page 2 
dated October 24 1965 cortained an article captioned 
Deacons President to Speak in New York which set forth 
substantially the same information as that contained in the 
above~mentioned article 


The Worker is an east coast Communist newspaper 


NO T-9 on October 25 1965 attended a fund- 
raising affair at Washington Temple Church of God in 
Christ 1732 Bedford Avenue Brooklyn New York on 
October 24 1965 SIMS spoke and stated he is not a speaker 
he is a fighter He spoke about the backgrouna or tne 
BDDJ s but made no mentm of firearms When SIMS requested 
donations for the organization most of the audience walked 
out however a collection was taken 


NO T-10 on October 26 1965 advised a meeting was 
held at the Emanual A ME Church 37 West 119th Street New 
York City on October 25 1965 at which time the Master of 
Ceremony apologized for the absence of CHARLES SIMS who 
was to be the main speaker SIMS had returned to Louisiana 


NO T=-13 on December 7 1965 furnished the same 
unformation 


NO T-18 on October 29 1965 advised that on 
October 27 1965 a meeting was held at the Buffalo Branch 
Workers World Party Headquarters, Buffalo New York SIMS 
spoke regarding his organization and stated his organization i 
is well armed and will use their weapons to protect themselves \ 
if necessary He said that each member of the organization 
has been screened and 1f any turn against the organization 
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they would be treated worse than they would be treated 

by the Ku Klux Klan He said members of the DDJ s are 
trained to die for civil rights He stated that he was 

in the Watts section of Los Angeles at the time of the riot 
there and the colored made it a point not to destroy any- 
thing owned by colored persons 


NO T=11 advised on October 29 1965 CHARLES 
SIMS spoke at a public meeting sponsored by the Youth Against 
War and Fascism (YAWF) Academy Hall 853 Broadway New 
york City SIMS recounted experiences of racial persecution 
and claimed that the persecution has been somewhat alleviated 
through the formation of Deacons 


The Workers World volume 7 number 2219 which 

dated November 11 1965 contained an article captioned 
CHARLES SIMS Deacons for Defense President speaks in 
New York City which reflects SIMS address at a meeting 
sponsored by the YAWF The article reflects that SIMS 

had Deacons staked out near the local Congress of Racial 
Equality (CORE) headquarters in Bogalusa and SIMS saw 
Chief of Police looking things over At first SIMS ignored 
the Chief since he knew him as a racist probably in 
league with the klan himself however he changed his mind 
and went over to the Chief and said You d better stop em 
cause 1f you don t we re gonna kili them all 


NO T-8 on November 15 1965 advased that CHARLES 
SIMS spoke on December 12 1965 at the Hotel Philadelphia 
Philadelphia Pennsylvania SIMS stated that he had been 
arrested 27 times and that he had an insurance business and 
was making a confortable Living SIMS stated that he had 
been in the service in 1942 and was a gun instructor which 
included experience with rifles machine guns pistols etc 
Someone in the audience told him about the death of MEDGER 
CVERS and he told them he was famila: with this He stated 
when the authorities were looking for the three civ1zl 
rights workers and Mrs LIUZZO of Detroit many dead 
bodies of Negroes were found in rivers however no one 
went to the trouble to identify them One well dressed 


Negro i. tne audlence asked SIMS 12f he Knew he was being taken 


in bv communist and left wingers SIMS stated the Deacons 
act 4% individuals and as a group 4° not affiliate themselves 
with any other organizations He further advised has group 
would continue recelving support from all sides and groups 
wiliing to help them 
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NO T-13 reported on December 20 1965 that on 
December 17 1965 CHARLES SIMS spoke to about 75 persons 
at 116 University Place New York SIMS spoke about Negro 
jobs and Negro voting in the south and that he would return 
to the south to get on the picket line SIMS related that 
his automobile had been broken into and he had lost all his 
clothing A contribution of $168 O00 was given to SIMS who said 
that this money would not go to buy guns 


NO T-14 reported on December 22 1965 that on 
December 18 1965 leaflets were being distributed in the 
Harlam section of New York City which advertised a speech 
would be given by CHARLES SIMS at the Mount Morris Presbyterian 
Church 122nd Street and the Mount Morris Park on December 18 
1965 


Another Government agency who conducts intelligent 
type investigations advised that on December 10 1965 a 
lecture was given on the Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee in its work n the Black Belt (Louisiana 
Alabama and Georgia) One of the speakers was CHARLES SIMS 
SIMS described the Deacons as a group organized for the 
defense of the Negroes against Ku Klux Kian attacks throughout 
the south SIMS when questioned on the possibility of the 
rebellion by the Negroes of the south replied that even if 
he was in favor of rebellion the time was not right SIMS 
also said that 1f the Federal State or Local authorites 
would not protect the rights of Negroes in the south the 
Deacons would manufacture their own law 


NO T-8 reported on December 30 1965 that CHARLES 
SIMS representing the BDDJ was guest speaker on a radio 
station known as The Listening Post on radio station WDAS, 
Philadelphia Pennsylviunia on December 13 1965 SIMS 
stated in his talk that whale the Deacons did not start 
trouble they did not intend to sit down He stated that there 
were about 40 to 50 chapters of the DDJ and claimed that 
white brutality and terror will vanish 


| 
=] 
if 
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NO T-15 reported on December 15 1965 that CHARLES 
SIMS was principal speaker at a meetirg held at the residence 
of MARTHA RICCA 5756 North Camac Philadelphia Pennsylvania 
on December 13 1965 Source stated that the meeting was not 
sponsored by any local organization and that approximately 
sixty individuals attended the affair SIMS was the princi- 
pal speaker and gave a history of the DDJ since it was formed 
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in March 1965 and pointed out that since the Deacons have 
armed themselves the Klan havd not had any rallies in Bogalusa 
He further stated that from his experience in racial segre- 
gation he does not believe in the non-violence method of 
fighting segregation as advocated by MARTIN LUTHER KING 


NO T-16 advised on December 21 1965 that CHARLES 
SIMS was guest speaker at a gathering at the Philadelphia 
Athletic Club Philadelphia Pennsylvania on December 12 
1965 Source stated that the meeting was sponsored by the 
Socialist Workers Pat ; YRE and the Ogontz Voters 
League SIMS stated in nis address that he had come to 
organize the Deacons He stated that he had come to the 
same conclusion as had ROBERT WILLIAMS that the Negro people 
to survive must arm and defend themselves rather than to think 
of equal justice 


NO T-17 reported on December 21 1965 that a 
meeting was held at the Masonic Temple East 105th Street 
in Cleveland Ohio December 19 1965 which featured 
CHARLES SIMS Source stated that DON FREEMAN chairman of 
the Revolutionary Action Movement RAM spoke on self-defense 
and that SIMS spoke after FREEMAN Source said that SIMS 
talked about defending the community and civil rights workers 
and claimed that 1f the klan armed themselves that the 
Negroes have the right to do the same 


LA VERNON CORNELIUS 7354 South Michigan Avenue 
Chicago advised on April 7 1966 that he had correspondence 
with RUFUS ADAMS 653 First Avenue Bogalusa Louisiana 
ADAMS advised a group of individuals associated with the 
BDDJ were coming to Chicago to raise funds and ADAMS gave this 
group a letter of introduction to CORNELIUS as a person who 
could possibly assist in raising money CHARLES SIMS, A Z@ 
YOUNG Mrs GAYLE JENKINS, ROYAN BURRIS MARY WILLIAMS and 
SAM BARNES contacted him on April 4 1966 i1n Chicago and 
requested his help The above persons desired a press 
conference in Chicago and CORNELIUS let them hold a press 
comference in his residence on April 5 1966 On April 8 
1966 CORNELIUS advised that the group from Bogalusa had 
left Chicago enroute to Bogalusa 
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The following excerpts appeared in the Apral 6 
1966 issue of the Chicago Daily News Chicago Illinois | 
newspaper 


Deacons for Defense and Justice an armed 
Negro self-defense organization is starting a 
Chicago branch to help in the struggle of the south 
says President CHARLES SIMS 


SIMS says the Deacons hoped to raise money 
and man power here for civil rights campaigns in 
Bogalusa and other southern cities 


He said armed Deacons patrol Negro neighbor- 
hoods guard the homes of civil rights leaders and 
watch Negro churches so they don t get bombed 


SIMS said he hadn t planned on working with KING 
in Chicago We want KING s help in Bogalusa he said 


While the northern Negro can use ballots instead 
of bullets he said there is a need for Deacons 
everywhere in the country where black men exist 


IV_ MISCELLANEOUS 
A Finances 


NO T-1 advised on August 10 1965 that some of 
the expenses of the BDDJ are reimbursed by the BVL and for 
this reason SIMS was made financial secretary of the BVL 


NO T~l1 advised on August 13 1965 that CHARLES 
SIMS was relieved of his position as financial secretary 
of the BYL 


NO T~1 on August 20 1965 advised that one of 
the last official acts of SIMS as financial secretary was to 
q close BYL accounts with a number of local businesses in 
T Bogalusa that he had personal differences with This re- 
suited in hard feelings in the Negro community 
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On September 13 1965 NO T-1 advised Negro in- 
dividuals 1n Bogalusa are beginning to question SIMS regarding 
his finances The BDDJ s are supposed to have quite a bit 
of money but no one knows where it 1s and SIMS 1s presently 
not working yet seems to have plenty of money 


NO T-1 advised on September 30 1965 that 
CHARLES SIMS went to Los Angeles to raise money for the 
BDDJ in the area of the Los Angeles high school SIMS 
appearance on the DICK GREGORY Show did not materialize 
as LOUIS LOMAX could not arrange the appearance as he 
had a fallang out with GREGORY 


NO T-5 advised on October 9 1965 that CHARLES 
S MS had returned from his trip to the west coast and 1t 
was reported that SIMS obtazned $1900 00 during his trip 


NO T-1 on October 23 1965 advised SIMS left 
on October 22 1965 to go to New York to solicit funds for the 
Bogalusa Negro community The DDJ s throughout the State 
of Louisiana held a meeting on October 21 1965 1n New Orleans 
and a considerable amount of money was collected for the BVL 
and the BDDJ Source stated 1t 1s questionable how much of 
this money will be turned over to the two organé7ations as 
in the past only a small amount of money was actually turned 
into the two organizations and th source feels that a good 
portion of the money collecteu on October 21 1965 will 
remsin with CHARLES SIMS and HENRY AUSTAN as traveling funds 
as they have been doing this for the past several months 


NO T=-1 advised on October 26 1965 that CHARLES 

SIMS and ROBERT HICKS had returm.s. from a weekend trip to 
New York where they spoke at a few rallies in order to raise 
money for the BDDJ It 1s the understanding of the source 
that very little money had been colle: ca 
| 


B Organization of Deacons for Defense and Justice 


\ 
NO T-2 on February 22 1965 advised that on the 5 
night of February 1 1965 six members of CORE and seven or | 
eight Negroes from Bogalusa of which CHARLES SIMS was one | 
had a meeting at the Negro Labor Halil in Bogalusa Louisiana 

to discuss the establishment of a DDBJ Unit 1n Bogalusa 
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On March 1 1965 Chief of Police CLAXTON KNIGHT, 
Bogalusa Louisiana Police Department advised that on the 
night of February 18 1965 a volunteer meeting of the DDJ 
met at the Negro Labor Hall There were 14 Negroes in 
attendance one of which was CHARLES SIMS 


NO T-3 advised on August 26 1965 that CHARLES 
SIMS and ROYAN BURRIS of Bogalusa Louisiana were contacted 
to appear before a group in Jackson Mississippi on 
August 29 1965 


NO T-3 on August 30 1965 advised that he had 
determined that CHARLES SIMS attended a meeting on August 29 
1965 at the Masonic Temple Lynch Street Jackson Mississippi 
with other members of the BDDJ Approximately 18 to 20 
individuals stated that they were interested in organizing 
a umt in Mississipp1 SIMS told the group that to organize 
chapters they must have money brave men fast cars’ and 
dependable individuals It was agreed that SIMS would return 
to Mississippi after September 15 1965 


MIKE HIGSON Assistant Officer Mississippi Freedom 
Democractic Party 507% North Farish Jackson Mississippi 
advised on October 15 1965 that he does not believe SIMS 
has returned to Mississippi since August 30 1965 


NO T-1 on September 2 1965 advised that CHARLES 
SIMS stated that he had been in Jackson Mississippi, the week 
of August 30, 1965 trying to organize the DDJ in Jackson 
SIMS indicated the Negroes in Jackson were very reluctant 
to get involved 


NO T-4 on September 2 1965 advised that the DDJ 
held an organizational meeting on february 21 1965, at 
2697 Sheldon Street Jonesboro Louisiana CHARLES SIMS 
was present at this meeting and was elected temporary 
president 


Cc Firearms 
NO T-1 on August 10 1965 advised CHARLES SIMS 
had purchased surplus military arms at Roland s Store on 


South Rampart Street New Orleans Louisiana These 
purchases are believed to be 30 06 rifles and side arms 
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Dat 7/2/66 | 

| 

smit the foll w ng | 
(Typ pl d} 

AIRTEL AIRMAIL { 
a aR | 


TO SAC, BALTIMORE (157-1008) 


FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS (157-3290) (P) 


SUBJECT DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE (DDJ) RM 


Reurtel this date and New Orleans teletype to 
Baltimore this date 


Enclosed for the information of Baltimore 
is one copy of report of SA FRERERICK, J LA at 


New Orleays dated 4/29/66 
Chat din, ,<An &17 


C- Baltimore (Enc 1))/%AMSD) 
2 - New Orleans 


DDR/srl 
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I gL.95 AM = i@ST WRGEENT 7-2-66 RJS 
TO BALTIMORE C15 7= 10089 - 
ERO M INEW (ORLIEANS (15 7*32'90) 


DEACONS) OF DEFENSE ND JUSTICE CBD). RM, 
REURTEL SEVEN [WO! ENSTANT 
ERNEST; THOMAS,,, HEAD: OF DDJ', IS A '@OLORED MALE, DOB} "Oho 


‘AND ONE HALF INCHES, TWO: HUNDRED TWENTY ONE POUNDS WITH BLAGK 
HAIR .AND! BROWN JEYES .. THOMAS HAS! ONE HALF INCH SCAR JON LEFT 


i 
| 
| FOTA(D) (6) , FIVE ROOR ELEVEN 
| 
| 


| SEDE OF MOUTH! AND TWO A'ND ONE HALF SCAR ON LEFT SIDE OF HEAD HE 
| 

| IS MARRIED! TO! EVA MAY THIOMAS, JONESBORO, {LA , AND HAS SEVEN 
(CHILDREN 


END: 


BA, TBC 
FBI BAL TO 


peers... dbuiias} 
| diy, 2, cg 


___4 ALM WORE 1h 
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= po aM CST URGENT 7-2-66 
f 

: TO BALTIMORE (157-1008) 

ts "FROM NEW ORLEANS (157-3290) 


DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE GDDJ) 
REURTEL SEVEN TWO INSTANT 


RJS 


RM 


FOIA (b) (6) 


ERNEST THOMAS, HEAD OF DDJ, IS A COLORED MALE, DOB 


ee FOIA (b) (6) 


FIVE FOOT ELEVEN 


* AND ONE HALF INCHES, TWO! HUNDRED! TWENTY ONE ‘POUNDS WITH BLACK 


HAIR AND BROWN EYES THOMAS HAS ONE HALF INCH SCAR ON! LEFT 


: 4 
SIDE OF MOUTH 4ND TWO AND ONE HALF SCAR ON LEFT SIDE OF HEAD HE : 
AND HAS SEVEN 


f* IS MARRIED TO EVA MAY THOMAS, JONESBORO, La 


CHILDREN 


te 


é 
k= En 

: IBA TEC 

t FBI BALTO 
1 CLEP 
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FBI NEW ORLS 
457 PM CST LRGENT 7353 66 WSW 
TO DIRECTOR AND BALTIMORE /157 1008/ 
FROM NEW ORLEANS /157 3290/7 /P/ 

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE /DDJ/ RM 

RE BALTIMORE TEL TODAY 

SOURCES BAGALUSA LA ADVISED CHARLES SIMS 
SEEN IN BOGALUSA AT TWO P M TODAY BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION RE SIMS BEING FORWARDED BALTIMORE 
AMSD 

ERNEST THOMAS P O BOX FOUR SEVEN TWO 
JONESBORE LA HAS NINETEEN FIFTYNINE CHRYSLER FOUR 
DOOR SEDAN VIN M FIVE THREE ONE ONE ONE ZERO NINE 
SIX SIX BEARING LOUISIANA LICENSE FOURTEEN DASH F 


DASH EIGHT SIX TWO 

NEW ORLEANS SOURCE BELIVES CORE CONVENTION ONLY 
REASON FOR THOMAS BEING IN BALTIMORE SIMS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS 


mo ate ACK PLS ahety pp 
, off be to” 

FBI WASH DC cae 

BA KGW aA jer 

FBI BALTO + ft 


we pel 


a 
ee 
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FBT NEW ORLS 
437 PWM CST URGENT 73 65 WSW 
TO DERECTOR AND BALTIMORE /157 10087 
FROM NEW ORLEANS /157 5290/ /P/ 

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE /DDJ/ RM 

RE BALTIMORE TEL TODAY 

SOURCES BAGALUSA LA ADVISED CHARLES SIMS 
SEEN IN BOGALUSA AT TWO P M TODAY BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION RE SIMS BEING FORWARDED BALTIMORE 
AMSD 

ERNEST THOMAS P OQ BOX FOUR SEVEN TWO 
JONESBORE LA HAS NINETEEN FIFTYNINE CHRYSLER FOUR 
DOOR SEDAN VIN M FIVE THREE ONE ONE ONE ZERO NINE 
SIX SIX BEARING LOUISIANA LICENSE FOURTEEN DASH F 
DASH EIGHT SIX TWO 

NEW ORLEANS SOURCE BELIVES CORE CONVENTION ONLY 
REASON FOR THOMAS BEING IN BALTIMORE SIMS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS 
END AND ACK PLS 


WA JPM 

FBI WASH DC 

BA KGW 

FBI BALTO 

TUPe | L558 floor AF 


Re a Peter 


HW 432765 Docld:32582556 Page 211 


FBI O 


Dat 6/30/66 


©) 


Tren mit th foll wi gi 


(Typ i plai od ) 
Vi AIRTEL AIRMAIL 


(Pri ty M hed f Masking) j 


TO DIRECTOR FBI (157-2466) 
FROM yee NEW ORLEANS (157 3290) (P) 
SUBJECT DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 


The source referred to inthe LHM is 
who is Known to the Burea He is classed as a source of 
unknown reliability because there has not been sufficient 
contact to date to establish his reliability 


The LHM has been disseminated locally to the USA 
Shreveport Leyisiana Secret Service ICG NISO New Orleans 
as well as OSI Barksdale Air Force Base Louisiana and USA 
New Orleans 

For the information of Chicago 


FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


3-Bureau (Enc Il 
l1-Jackson (RM = (Co) paitimore(tnto)(En 2) 


1 Chicago cme 

l WFO (Info ) (En 

1-Los Angeles (Info )(c so 
1-Cleveland (Info ap 
1-Birmingham (RM) CW. 
1-New York (Info Gen US NDEXED 
3-New Orleans (2- 157- Pate \Q"] seriauizeo 

JUL 4 1966 


7 PBI > BALTIMORE 


S 


0.0 F— 2> 


[ wamm-o@ | 


Sp cilAg tinCh ge 
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B rmingham and Jackson should notify appropriate 
authorit es regard ng the nformat on contained in the 
attached LHM concerning Governors WALLACE and JOHNSON 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


New Orleans Louisiana 
June 30 1966 


I Rpil Please R fer to 
Fue N 


F 
5 
e 
0 
ee 
te) 
ba er 
0 
o & 
z 8 
Md 0 
» ~ 
8g ® 
o 

0 
Me 
MS oy 
9 ® 

@ 

w 

Cc 

0 

ee 

[ed 

° 

5 


HW 432765 


DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE (DDJ) 
SSA LE VEPENDE AND JUSTICE 


A source of unknown reliability advised 
that from June 24 1966 to June 27 1966 ERNEST 
THOMAS was seen with themarch from Memphis Tennessee 
to Jackson Mississippi He was continuing his roleas head 
of the Deacomof Defense and Justice (DDJ) and was 
providing protect on for the members of the march 
On Friday afternoon and evening he was in Canton 
Mississippi That evening he had an argument with 
other leaders of the march Thomas maintained that 
the march should go back to the school ground where they 
had been stopped from pitching their tents and set their 
tents up there that night Others believed that since they 
had conducted a rally on the school ground this gave them 
enough of av ctory that they should not stir up any more 
tro ble It was stated that the tents were in Tougaloo 
Mississippi in any case and it would not be possible 
to set them up in Canton that night Finally an agreement 
was reached by the leaders that if they argued among them- 
selves this would create a lot of adverse publicity for 
their ca se and they sho ld attempt to stick together 
despite the r differences The matter was then dropped 
and the members of the march we e taken to Tougaloo 
Mississippi where they spent the night 


All during that Friday night and Saturday 
morning ERNEST THOMAS set up and maintained security 
around the camp He would not let any reporters into 
the camp that night He stated that all of the reporters 
had citize s band radios in their Cars and they could 
poss bly ale t the Klan to what defenses were around the 
camp and what the activities were in the camp 


THOMAS was assisted in his activities to protect 
the marchers by three other groups from Chicago In total 
there were six cars and one school bus known to be with 
the march f om Chicago The three groups present from 
Chicago we e the Devil s D sciples the Vice Lords and { 


“y 
| SeaRCHED l | 
j i uo Awe | 


lian 
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the Blackstone Ringers The head of the Devil s 
Disciples was a man who used the nickname of Hot 

Shot His second lieutenant was a man who used 

the nickname of SATAN This group reportedly 
numbered abo t thirty and they were all supposedly 
armed although no arms were act ally seen The 

leaders indicated that they were heavily armed and 
ready for trouble The head of the Vice Lords was 
aman who sed the nickname of PEPPER This was 

S pposedly the nickname that he used around Chicago 

b t he was known to the members of his group by the 
name of DUCK It 1s believed that this man s real 
name is JAMES HARRIS and he lives at 1232 Rolin 

Chicago Illinois This gro p also numbered about 
thirty and were also supposedly heavily armed It is 
believed that the above two groups came to Mississippi 
in the same school bs The Blackstone Rangers came 

by car Some of them arrived in Mississippi on 
Saturday J ne 25 1966 The leader of this group was 
a man by the name of GENE His second lieutenant was 
RANDOLPH WHEATON 1511 West 63rd Street Chicago 
Illinois LOUIS WATERS 4500 Cottage Street Chicago 
Illinois and AUSTIN RUCKER 5402 Woodlawn Chicago 
Illinois are also members of this group During 

the time the Blackstone Rangers were in Mississippi they 
used the car of RANDOLPH WHEATON which is a tan colored 
Barac da with an unknown Illinois license number 

THOMAS exerted considerable control and influence over 
these gro ps while they were in Mississippi but it is 
not known if they are members of the DDJ 


In addition to the above named groups from 
Chicago members of the Bogal sa Louisiana Voters 
Leag e and the Bogalusa Lo isiana chapter of the DDJ 
were present There were eight to ten members of the 
Bogal sa Lo isiana chapter of the DDJ in Mississippi 
Those recognized were CHARLIE SIMS HENRY AUSTIN and 
JT WYATT On Sunday June 26 1966 CHARLIE SIMS 
rode all the way from Tougaloo Mississippi, to Jackson 
Mississippi on the truck with JAMES MEREDITH to protect 
him It 1s known that CHARLIE SIMS was carrying & gun 
at that time 
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CHARLIE SIMS and ERNEST THOMAS had an argument 
while they were together in Mississippi Thomas accused 
Sims of going out of the state of Louisiana and attempt- 
ing to set up DDJ chapters and collecting money on his 
own Thomas told Sims that no one could set up DDJ 
chapters but Thomas and Sims would have to stop this 
type activity or he would be stopped It was learned 
that last year while all of the trouble was occurring 
in Bogalusa Louisiana Charlie Sims traveled around 
the country collecting money for the DDJ in Bogalusa 
During the course of his travels he met May Mallory of 
New York City May Mallory lives at 11029 WesternStreet 
Apartment 12E New York New York After Sims returned 
to Bogalusa he sent Henry Austin to New York to see 
May Mallory Austin went to New York and gave a speech 
which May Mallory taped in her apartment May Mallory 
was then supposed to send or sell this speech to Cuba 
Austin went back to New York to make a second speech 
for May Mallory sometime later While Thomas and Sims 
were arguing Sims asked Austin why he had gone back to 
New York the second time Austin stated that Sims had 
told him to Sims denied this At that point the argp- 
ment ended 


Sims stated that during all of the trouble in 
Bogalusa Louisiana last year a man named Lomax from 
Los Angeles California came to Bogalusa and gave Sims 
$800 00 and gave $1700 00 to the Bogalusa Civic League 
A discussion of money followed at this point and Thomas 
indicated that he had $800 00 wath him at this time 
Thomas also stated that he had been given $600 00 by 
the football player Jimmie Brown to come to Mississippi 
and protect the marchers Thomas advised that he has 
been setting up DDJ chapters and he charges $25 00 per 
member to join the DDJ In addition he stated that he 
charges a certain percentage of the dues collected by 
each chapter of the DDJ Thomas stated that he handles 
only his salary of the money coming into his organization He 
has a man working as treasurer who is also on salary This man 


== 


HW 432765 Docld:32582556 Page 2716 


working as treasurer who s also on salary 

handles all of the money except THOMAS” salary THOMAS 
stated that shortly all of h s off cers would be on 
Salary but he could not affo d that yet He said that 
there would be a lot of money coming into the organiza 
tion in August and then all of the officers would go 

on salary THOMAS said that he dd not want any 
communist money because they would then expect to run 
the organization and he would also be branded a 
communist 


THOMAS stated that he had DDJ chapters in 
Evanston [Illinois Ch cago [11 nos Washington 
DC and Cleveland Ohio Three members of the 
DDJ chapter in Evanston were in Mississ pp The head of 
the E anston chapter is a man called AGWUH CHI-SIRROH 
1606 Darrow Avenue Evanston I11 no s_ home telephone 
869-9264 and office phone 869 8306 The other two mem- 
bers present were BOB WINNBUSH 3806 South Parkway 
telephone 643-8279 and BANNATT JOHNSON 909 Gray Avenue 
Evanton Illinois telephone 869 8889 These men were 
armed and THOMAS fixed the gun carried by the leader 
when he realized it was jammed THOMAS carries tools 
in the truck of h s car he uses to work on firearms 


ERNEST THOMAS has an off ce in Chicago 
Illinois and it is at 1236 Pulaski Street Chicago Illinois 


THOMAS related that he had been think ng of 
plans which could be used to break down white supremacy 
and get the Negro cause forward He stated that it would 
be necessary to kill a few wh t people especially police- 
men to break the white supremacy In the process a few 
Negroes may de but that is the pr ce to be paid THOMAS 
also said that it w 1l be necessa y to kill a few Uncle 
Tom Negroes in order to get th Negro people moving 
THOMAS cons ders Uncle Tom Negroes th same as white 
people THOMAS said that he had been thinking of a plan 
where five or six Negroes r de na car together All 
except the dr ver hide n the car The dr ver then 
speeds until he 1s stopped by a pol ceman The policeman 
would be shot or attacked by th Negroes in the car He is then 
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left on the road when the car drives on THOMAS also 
said that Governor JOHNSON of Mississippi and Governor 
WALLACE of Alabama should be assassinated THOMAS stated 
that there wo ld be a riot possibly in Chicago this 
summer He said there wo ld be a riot in Chicago because 
Mayor DALEY had not been making any concessions to the 
demands of the Negroes in that city THOMAS mentioned 
the date of Aug st 4 1966 1n connection with a riot in 


Chicago b t it 1s not known 1f he is planning any 
demonstrations or activity on that date 


her c endat ong nor 
This dgcument Cones ny ne}} {s th ommendat, re) the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency it and its contents 
are not to be d stributed outs de your agency 


5* 
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at 


7/6/66 


AIRTEL ATRMAIL 


FO DIRECTOR FBI (157-2466) 
FROM SAG, JACKSON (157-3465) (P) 


DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE INC 
aM 


Re Baltimore tdetype to Director, dated 7/2/66 and 
Jackson teletype to Director, 7/2/66 


Enclosed herewith for the Buresu are eleven (11) 
copies of an LHM to the Bureau and one copy each to Baltimore 
and New Orleans, dated and captioned as above 


Copies of LHM being sent to INTC, Secret Service, and 
USA, all of Jackson, Mississip¢. 


No: further action is being taken regarding the infor- 
mation contained in the Li 


3 « Buresu (Ene 11) 
(@ = Baltimore (Ene 1)\Cinfo) (157-1008) 
1 ~ New Orleans (Enc 1) (Info) (157-3290) 
2 = Jackson (157-3465) 
MED/b3k _S7 (00g~ _/ 


ZD'~« 


JUL 


19F€ 
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ae 
U. TED STATES GE &ARTMENT OF _JSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Jackson Mississippi 


Plea Rf tw July 6 1966 


DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUS 
TICE INCORPORATED RACIAL 


The Baltimore Maryland Police Department ad 
vised a representative of the FBI on July 2 1966 that 
Ernest Thomas and Charles Simms President of the Boga 
lusa Louisiana chapter of the Deacons of Defense and 
Justice were staying at the Mt Royal Hotel that 
city Simms was reportedly driving a tan Oldsmobile 98 
bearing Mississippi License number 45 D 972 


Mr M E Farmer Mississippi Highway Safety 
Patrol Jackson Mississippi advised on diy 2 1966 
that the above Mississippi license is registered to 
Bobbie Ruth Chinn 325 Owen Street Canton Mississippi 


Prior investigation has disclosed that Miss 
Bobbie Ruth Chinn s father C O Chinn Sr 225 Owen 
Street Canton Mississippi a Civil Rights worker at 
the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party Headquarters 
Canton Mississippi has driven this vehicle on occasions 
C€ © Chinn Sr was arrested by Canton Mississippi 
Police Department on July 22 1966 and charged with ae 
assault and battery with a pistol with intent to kill 
and mirder C O Chinn Sr and family have been ex 
tremely active in Civil Rights work 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your Agency it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency 


SEARCHED NC 
SERIALI 10 PAL 


fo ul pL 


{ 
1 


ge 
TM OY 


= fv 
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6/20/66 


AIRTEL ATRHAIL 
TO DIRECTOR FBI (157-2466) 
PROM 


Ee NEW ORLEANS (157-3280) 
RM 


8 OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 


(00 NO) 
| 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight 
copies of a LHM captioned as above and suitable for 


dissemination Two copies being enclosed for Baltimore 
Copies disseminated to Secret Service and ICG New Orieans 


poy Bureau (Ene 
Baltinore ae 2 fi 
2 + New Orleans 


JEO med 
(7) 


| — 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


I Reply Please Refer to 
File N 


New Orleans Louisiana 


June 20 1966 


—-— 


DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 


On June 13 1966 Charles § y~President 
Bogalusa Chapter Deacons of Defense and Justice (DDJ) 
advised that the DDJ of Bogalusa is planning to go to 
Baltimore Maryland sometime after the completion of 
the present Meredith march in Mississippi 


maa : 


Sims stated that no specific date has been 
set for the trip to Baltimore but added that it is 
def nitely planned He further stated that the number 
of Deacons who will participate in this endeavor has not 
been decided upon at this time 


egarding current officers of the Bofalusa 
the DDJ Sims advised that he is esident 
Royan Buyris 1s Vice President and t Hicks 
addition to beifig Vice President of the Bogalusa Voters 
League 1s head of business relations for the Deacons 


Sims declined to furnish a membership list 
and indicated he would not do so at any time 


This document contains neither recommendations nor con- 
clusions of the FBI It is the property of the FBI an f -f 
1s loaned to your agency 1t and its contents ar YA 

to be distributed outside your agency INDEXED 


EARCHED 
aig 
SUN Timo 
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FBI 
Dt 6/17/66 | 


T mtth fllw g i_! 
(Typ pl d) 
jp See 


V AIRTEL AIRMAIL 
a (P y) { 
pe en Se ee ce ae ng ng Pe a et per A ae te Ane he ie Ses ee Een Oe a te [be ccecta eh cea eed 
TO SAC BALTIMORE (157-1008) 
FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS (157-3290) (P) 


SUBJECT DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
RM 
(OO NEW ORLEANS) 


Re Baltimore airtel 6/1/66 


Baltimore 1S being adv sed by separate 
airtel of the plans for some members of the Deacons 
of Defense and Justice (DDJ) in Bogalusa Louisiana 
to travel to Baltimore 


Numerous sources 2n various communities 
where there is known to exist DDJ chapters have 
been contacted and none of these sources have 
been able to furnish any information which would 
indicate that there are plans for DDJ members to 
proceed to Baltimore this summer 
i 

The Presidexftt of the New Orleans chapter 
of the DDJ is AUBRE 1s not especially 
cooperat ve wi FBI and who has not been avaalable 
for conta@tt for the past several days However 
RICHARD. LEY Reg onal Director Congress of Rac al 
Equality ew Orleans on 6/10/66 advised that he 
1s 1n fairly regular contact w th WOODS and that 
WOODS ind cated to ham that he had no plans to send 


2} Baltimore Pa 
92 New Orleans 


EJC min Ce (008 


(4) SEA CHED INDEXED ‘J ‘aa 
SERI L. re0l! Mngt : 1 Apasie 
JL 1956 
F8 —B LT MORE 
Lo) _ is ae 
oa emer 9 3 |) 
App d 5 t__* M Pp 
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NO (157-3290) min 


any deacons to join the JAMES MEREDITH march in Mississipp1 
or anywhere else in the country at this time 


Set forth below are some of the members of 
the Deacons of Defense in Louisiana 


ELMQ*JA@OBS, Jonesboro Louisiana 
HENRY“AUS@IN, Bogalusa Louisiana 
SIMS, Bogalusa Louis ana 


ROYAN /BURRI Bogalusa Lou sSiana 
HENRY /AMGS, Zonesboro Louisiana 
ERNEST AH@MAS Bogalusa Louisiana 
c..__ HENRY £ 7 RICHARDSON Minden Lou siana 
WL CUNNINGHAM Minden Louisiana 
“____. GEORGE PDODD ASR Homer Louisiana 
FRED ¥ $yeHomer Louis ana 


New Orleans will continue contacts with 
appropr ate sources and promptly advise Baltimore 
of any indication that there are deacons making plans 
to go to Baltimore this summer 
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6/3/66 : 
ATR MATL 
vie) : SAC NEW GRLEANS (157-3290) 
FROM ; SAC BALTIMORE (157~1008) 
SUBJECT + DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 


RACIAL MATTERS 


Baltimore has been chosen by CORE as a target city for racial 
demonstrations this sumner The Acting Commissioner of Police 
Baltimore, General GEORGE M GELSTON advised SAC that he had 
unconfirmed information that members of the Deacons of Defense 
and Justice may come to Baltimore either to participate 4n the 
CORE activities or to interfere with possible KKK counter- 
picketing General GELSTON asked if this office could deter~ 
mine the names of officers or deacons and/or members so that 


it could bé determined if any were in Baltimore or even coming 
to Baltimore 


New Orleans is requested to advise if there is any indication 
that. the deacons might send representatives to Baltimore this 
sumner and also furnish, if available the names of officers 
and members of the deacons so they cin be indexed in the 
Baltimore Office files 


a oe 
p= Betataaras OTR mate Msp yeio Le 
(3) em Sachd ae 
S ted ie 
un Hd = d eanie 


I 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 


TO DIRECTOR FBI (100<-444963) DATE 2/Bp/66 
FROM SAC PITTSBURGH (100=-15332) (P) 


SUBJECT; JOHN BROWN COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 
Is -C 
(00 New York) 


Remyairtel 12/14/65 


Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of a 
letterhead memorandum and for other offices for 
information purposes the specified number of copies of 
the letterhead memorandum Eight copies of the LHM 
have been furnished the Bureau in view of the racial 
connotation of this matter 


The sources utilized in the enclosed LHM are 


PG T=l 15 


PG T=-2 18 


Bureau (Encls 8)(RM) 
Baltimore (157-1008)(Encls 2)(RM) 
Cincinnati (Enel 1)(Info) (RM) 


Op 


1 = Newark (Encl 1)¢Info) (RM) 

2 = New York (105-76987)(Enels 2)(RM) 

l = New Orleans (100=-17284)(Info) (Encl 1){RM) 
2 - Washington Field (Enels 2)(RM) 

2 - Pittsburgh 

ERF ear 

(3.3) 


SEARC E) 
SCRIAL 


ns | 


FEB 1119 


_— 
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PG 100215332 


Invest gat on herein conducted by SA EDWARD R FLEMING 


It 1s noted that no leads are being set out 
for the various offices at this time to further adentify 
persons named in the letterhead memorandum and it is 
left to the discretion of the New York Office 
if such investigation 1s desired and the depth such 
investigation should include 


LEADS 
PITTSBURGH 


W111 review tape recording furnished in 
conjunction wath notes and transcript made by stenographers 
and thereafter furnish separate LHM setting out data 
obtained from the tape recording 


=- 2 
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wos. on 
Ne nae 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 3 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


I R 1 Please Refer Pittsburgh Pennsylvania 


February 8 1966 


JOHN BROWN COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 


Reference is made to memorandum captioned as 
above and dated December 14 1965 at Pittsburgh Pa 


On December 13 1965 PG Tel furnished the 
following information 


On the morning of December 11 1965 a man 
who identified himself as Booker Nelson 313 Long Elm 
Greenwood, Mississipp1 appeared at the visitors center 
of the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Harpers 
Ferry W Va Nelson said he was to meet Clarence Senior 
604 Brown Street Monroe N C and together they were 
to attend and address the John Brown Commemoration 
Committee which was having a pilgrimage at Harpers 
Ferry W Va on December 11 1965 


PG T-l was able to ascertain that a total of 
81 luncheons were served to those attending the meeting 
of the John Brown Commemoration Committee at its 
meeting at the Hilltop House Hotel Harpers Ferry at \ 
noon on December 11 1965 PG T-1 also ascertained that 
31 of the persons attending this meeting were white and 
that during the course of the luncheon and the conference 
which followed it it was announced at various times that 
another busload of people from the South had arrived 
an Washington D C but the driver got lost in 
Washington D C and it was not known 1f this busload 
would be able to arrive in time to take part in any of 
the conference 


This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency 


it and its contents are not to be LE 7 -/00 §-/¢ 


distributed outside your agency SEARCH D 


SERALI/ D 


FEB 1 1A9 


FBI—b & 


HW 432765 Docld:32582556 Page 226 


JOHN BROWN COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 


PG T 1 was told that a resolut on which had 
not been previously reduced to writing was made and 
passed to hold another pilgrimag to Harpers Ferry 
W Va , on December 2 1966 and on this occasion it 
was the plan for each of those attending the 1965 
pilgrimage to attempt to bring a number of others with 
them so that the total number would reach 500 


PG T-1 furnished the following items which 
were given to him and had been obtained at the 
conference which took pla e at the H lltop House Hotel 
on December 11 1965 


1 Mimeograph of the schedule for the 
conference on December 11 1965 
A Xerox copy attached hereto 


2 Mimeographed Draft Resolution of 
Harper s F rry 
A Xerox opy attached hereto 


3 Mimeographed letter to The President 
from Dorothy Pitman dated August 4 
1965 A Xerox copy attached 
hereto 


4 Mimeographed announcement of the 
establishment of John Brown College 
located South Kortright New York 
A Xerox copy attached hereto 


=- 2 
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JOHN BROWN COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 


Mimeographed sheet bearing lyrics 
of Move On Over words by Len H 
Chandler Jr and copyright by the 
Fall Raver Music Ine 200 West 
57th Street New York N Y 

A Xerox copy attached hereto 


Mimeographed publication of three 
sheets described as Organizing 
Bulletin of John Brown College 

dated October 7 1965 and captioned 
The Old Miner A Xerox copy 
attached hereto 


Volume I No 3 of The Long March 
described as a quarterly with the 
publishing address as P 0 Box 2560 
Baltimore Maryland The editorial 
staff of this publication is listed 
as Marian Lummis Co-Editor 

Keith C Kern Co-Editor and 

Leah Heyn Secretary 


Two large posters 21 x 16 
advertising the John Brown Memorial 
Pilgrimage 


A note on torn piece of paper which 
reads Dorothy Wall you introduce 
those who joined us from Miss 

etc Edna 


PG T-l said that he had been told that someone in 


the group attending the pilgrimage had set fire to two 
small Confederate flags which were displayed for sale at 
the souvenir stand at the Hilltop House Hotel These two 
small flags were totally destroyed and a small American 
flag was singed as a result of the flame 
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JOHN BROWN COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 


PG T=-1 said that he personally observed that 
about 80 individuals came into the main portion of the 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park at around 
4 30 PM December 11 1965 He noted there was no 
conducted tour of the park because of the late hour and 
that the group separated into smaller groups ranging in 
size from about 17 to two people 


‘ The register of visitors at the National 
Historical Park which is maintained in the visitors 
center at the park had the following individuals 
recorded as visitors on December 11 1965 whom 
PG T=-1 believed were part of the group attending the 
pilgrimage 


Roland A Harsch 
1150 Park Avenue 
New York 


Bernice A Blionstein 
Brooklyn N Y 


Albert Dare 
NYC 10011 New York 


Alex Munsell 
NYC 10011 New York 


On the register of visitors for December 11 
1965 the following names were signed above those of 
Hirsch et al and PG T-1 said that 1t could not be 
established 1f these were members of the pilgrimage 


Eric Jacobs 
Washington D C 


Norma Shelton 
Washington D C 


Fern Treadwell 
Washington D C 


Jeanne Walton 
Washington D C 


Docld: 325827556 Page 231 


a 


ae ee ne 


HW 4352765 


JOHN BROWN COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 


On January 18 1966 PG T=2 made available a 
Xerox copy of five pages of notes and direct quotations 
made by unknown stenographic personnel who were near 
the conference held at the Hilltop House on December 11 
1965 A Xerox copy of these five pages is attached 
hereto 


PG T 2 said that on December 21 1965 
William Pitman Co ordinator John Brown Commemoration 
Committee 100 West 82nd Street New York 24 New York 
directed a letter to D D Kalham Hilltop House 
Harpers Ferry W Va wherein Pitman expressed his 
appreciation for the hospitality rendered to the 
committee and the fine food and service given to the 
group Pitman apologized for the unfortunate incident 
and expressed the hope that it did not mar our 
relations in the future Pitman assured Kilham that 
he and his associates would use all their means possible 
to avoid such an occurrence in the future and expressed 
the desire to arrange for facil ties on December 2 and 3 
1966 to feed 250 people and to accommodate as many as 
possible for the night of December 2 1966 


PG T 2 also furnished a Xerox copy of a letter 

to Kilham from Alex Munsell wh ch bears the heading 

May Knowledge and Truth Prevail May Ignorance and 
Prejudice Wither Away and the return address of 
Box 29 Old Chelsea Station New York New York This 
letter 1s dated December 20 1965 and in t Munsell 
expressed his thanks for the hospitality given to the 
John Brown Commemoration Committee He said he was 
writing as an individual member of the group He 
pointed out that he was sorry there was such an 
andividualistic and anarchist incident and expressed 
great admiration for the straightforward way that 
Kilham had challenged the group to live up to their 
principles Munsell expressed pleasure at the John Brown 
Wax Museum and the Federal John Brown Museum and said 
he was impressing all his friends of the importance of 
the committee s visit to Harpers Ferry and with the 
hospitality received from the Hilltop House 


f 


a a 
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‘ i t 

August 4, 1965 + ca: 
The President 
White House ie Ps 2? 
Washington, D.C. . - oe : | 

. br 4 


Dear Mr, President: 


As a black mother Listening to your speech of July 27 on 
America's commitment te freedom in Vietnam, I could not help’ ge 
but think how hollow your words sounded. in the ears of 22 mille -: 
jons black people in this country. aS 


You have committed 125,000 troops and billions of dollars. 
in military equipuent fo take, as you claim, freedom to Vietnam 
while black people have never known one day of freedom in Amer=::. 
ica. Daily we see our churches desecrated, our children beaten, 
jailed, abused, and-witness the murders: of Medgar Ivers, the 
Birmingham Children, Jimmie Lee Jagkson, James Powell, Nelson 
Erby and many, many others because they dared demand Freedom. .-: 
noWe ’ 


Is this the kind of Freedom you are sending to Vietnam and |-. 
expect our sons to die for? If our sons must die we prefer that. - 
they die fighting for freedom here in émerica. oa, 


Respectfully yours, 


\ ‘ Conothe [tino 
‘Mrs. Dordthy. P4 
MTB west soth Street 


» to New York City, New York 10024 
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-work to prepare the o 


OWN 
COLLEGE 


IN HONOR 0. TRE MARTYRED ABOLITIONIST 
a 
We are seeking Rene 


ce a t ~ 
hs Wh Tens te in participating in an ad 


O seonere: and (tudents to learn, teach, and 


: LLeg bg gers asa x 


1966. oe 
Our campus is LS ae = Ly 1 hill country of Dela- 


Ny 
ware County (30 miles saodtnesst ee iad 


vance party of staff, 


n the Fall term, Sept., 


a and 3% hours from New 


York City) in the ee spank Kortriht, New York. Our campus 
nt 


fae, 


will provide full tage tities tp 60-94 students: including dorm- 


Z i "9 
itories, sinine ooudthatel unk i livrary, Swimming, sports, 
recreational anffoul tuner to vi 


Our facilities and currityl 


ieee will! elgo 

serve to meet ,the Bie of*to fay's raere, in searoh for answers 
LN PPo 

to problems of io set oy rty, bigo- Any and war. 


Come to the! college in the country with we world in view. 


‘ the Baas 3 for 
of \] 
a charter from the state for ‘ 


CONTACT: Acting Rector, John Brown College 
South Kortright, New York 13842 


Please inolude details of background. 
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a a oe ; : | | y : z ; | , : 4 
a | MOVE «ON OVER _ ee an 
Tune: "Jehn Brown's Rody" _ 


(Traditional) 
Words by Len H. ebencree) Jr. 


- Mine Syee have seen injustice in each city, town, and state 
ie are filled with black men and your courts are white with 
ate ; 
With every bid for freeciom someone whispers BO us wait 
That's why we keep marching on 
- -(Chorus:) Move on over or we'll. move en over you 
(Repeat three times) 
' Oh the movement's moving on 
- :€hey conspire to keep us silent in the field and in the slum 
“+ They promise us. the vote and sing us we chall overcome 
’ John Brown knew what freedom was and died to win us some 
That's why we keep arching on 
(Chorus ~- repeat) 
Your dove of veace with blo -dy beak sinks talons in a “child 
You bend the olive branch to make a bow...Then with a smile you 
: string it «th the lynch rope 
. _ You've been hiding all the while : 
_Thet's why we keep marching on a ee 
(Chorus - repeat) : ~- 
It is you who are subversive, you're the killers of the dream 
In a savage world of bandits it is you who are extreme 
You never take your earnuffs off nor, listen when we scream” 
That's why we keep mo rching on 
\Chorus) 


decl re my independence fron the fool end from the kneve 
f declare my independence from the coward and the slave 
declare that I will fight for risht and fear no Jail nor grave 
i / That's why we keep marching on 
eee. > Chorus) 


htany noble ‘dreams pre dreamed by small and voiceless men | 
i 7 “Many noble deeds are done, the righteous to defend es, 
ae a Wetre here today, John Brown, to say we'll triumph in the end » Set 
at Thst's why we oe marching on 4 


a i (Chorus) 
mE i ; 

/ Copyright: gal) ee et Inc. 
7 a a a 

1 fi _ ; a a ee N oe ‘ 

i fy . : 

pone 
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SOCIALIST SCHOLARS' CONFERENCE 
John Brown College faculty 


attended the Socialist Scho- 


lars’ Conference in N.Y¥.C., 


which was held at Columbia 


- University on Sent. 11 & 12. 


HW 43265 


Our delegates were very 
pleased with the welcome that 
the establishment of JBC re- 
ceived from all with whom they 
spoke at the Conference. Good 
wishes and offers of support 
showered upon us from every 
quarter. 

We have been quite awere 
all along of the ambitiousness 
of the project for the Colleg. 
It hes been just that much more 
gratifying to discover that 
we have so many and divers © 
friends and wellwishers. 


’ BOOSTERS 
A report from the Buffalo 
boosters of JBC is promised 
for #2 of The OLD MINER. This 
4s a very active group, four 
of whom visited the campus 


recently. 
It is devoutly to be hoped 
thet many such local groups 
will be formed 
Colleges. : 


"Te OLD MINER" 


01d John Brown spent years 
recruiting end training his 
men for the foray into the 
South to free the slaves. of 


course most of them had to go. 


on making a living until they 
would be needed. The agreed 
secret signal for the volun- 
teers to assemble, from which 


we have taken the title of our) 


bulletin, was: 


_ “The coal banks 
Old miners will come at once." 
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proportions at JBC. 


to support the 


are open. 


© 


ORAL LIBRARY 


We intend developing an. 
Oral Librery of substantial 
Included 
4n the library will,of course, 
be a great number of commer- 
clally available records of 
various categories such as folk 
songs, history, ete. Our main 
efforts, however, will be de- 
voted to the creation of a body 
of taped material of a conten- 
poraneous nature. The unique 


lives and experiences of many | 


indiviauels will be taped 50 
that they will not be lost to 
history..- a 


Not only will this program 
4nclude names that might be 
widely known--but the library 


‘ will particulerly seek out in- 


dividuals who have typified the 
rank and file; the base and the 
mass of many organizations, 
groups and movements. Already 


two individuels have consented . 


to become part of this progmms 
A retired old-time Negro steel- 
worker and a long-time member 
of the Industriel Workers of 
the World. 


We will also record on the 
eo outstanding current events 
of the sort that commercial 
outfits often’ pass ovoer--we 
have made a start here. Our 
first tape includes most of the 
proceedings of the Socialist 
Scholars’ Conferencs held at 
Columbia University, Sept. li- 
12, 1965. 


Perhaps the reader knows 
some old rank-&-file veteran 
whose first-hand account should 


be part of JBC's Oral History 


project? 
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OUR NEXT PROJECT 


Within a week we will begin work on the Stone Building.* 
This structure, if it were to be reproduced today, would undoubt- 
edly cost over $200,000. It has stone masonry walls 18" thick, 
slate roof, copper gutters and 6" concrete base. 

This building, formerly the food-processing center of the 
multi-million McLean estate, will accommodate JBC's refectory 
and kitchen, slaughtering and processing facilities, classroom 
and inb, walk-in cooler and freezer (already in operation) and 
enough dormitory space to house 30-45 students. 

; This article is the 
«wy First of a series of pro- 
gress reports on tne ox- 


& &- , *y feet) isting structures at JBC, 
pri oe yam it and what hes and will be 
oe tee er eat, Lett done to physically opre- 
on oy sae ! pare “for our full-scale 

_. ¢ operation. 


ae “-" (% yet to be named for 
! some hoped-for benefacto 


e 


‘of the Building Fund:) © 


i tO: Se ee a ; 
The frost is on “ne | 
shee es. ‘| punkin'., most of the far- 


| mers have their com in, | 
‘and the trees are turnins| 
| Best of all, to sour, ; 
_ijhunting season has come 
7 —"“| $9 Delaware County. 
Egat OM, : Pheasant, partridze, 
~' BOOKS R JBC : lrabbit and squirrel are 


a: saat St i ; 
We are asking our friends, sup- (hopefully) -on the menu, 


porters & boosters to. send us what- 
ever books they may think will be of 
value to the JBC library. We gladly 
accept old or new, paperback or 
clothbound. 

We make arrangements for pickup 
or shipment to the College. Al1l 
pooks donated will be identified 
as the donor's gifts. 


Ca ani athe anne ara Seceets acr 


season, first for archers 
end then for gunners , 
with its prospect of sa- 
vory steaks, roasts and 
stews. Soon the pond 
will be frozen for ska-~ 
ters, and the nearby ski 
slopes will be open ‘Yor 
downhill enthusiasts. 


For some, of course, 
the best seasonal sport 
of all will be sitting 
in front of one of our 
several crackling  fire- 
places with sons thes | 
cheering in hand, watch- 
ing the snow fali outsics | 


ISSUED AT JOHN BROWN COLLEGE, 
South Kortright, N,Y¥,, 13842 
labor donated by JBC personnel 


Volume I, Number 1” 
Reissued November 17, 1965 
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end soon will come deer|. 


Ps ae | : eo: x | eo a8 
MY BROTHER . awe! Ae 


In the aistance there I see a Man, : eo 4 
' I think he is my brother. ; , 

From far away I cannot sey 

His heir shade nor skin color. 


But he, like I, his head holds high, 
Proudly striding onward. 

As he comes near, we are aware 

Of family resemblance. 


The tongue he speaks sounds strange to me, 
His complexion from mins aiffers ; ‘ 
But as we pause and explore the laws 

Of Mother Nature's making, 

We soon find out, there is no doubts 
We're sons of the same mother. 


‘Te hue and ery of "He or The 
Is a viciously concocted Iie 


The truth is: We--he plus me a 
Are; one as like the other. Eo 


H. J. Pfaff, 3-12-65 


(Henry Pfaff is one of our Buffalo boosters. When he visited 
the College he had some very interesting stories to tell about 
the I.W.W. and the Palmer Raids, which we hope to {ncorporate 
in the Oral Library.) Pg al Fo Ed, ee ee en ae 


a; Cn 


ete He, 
ie 


hi " 
tewe Ber | 
2 
( yy 


\ a ‘S ay Sed 
ae, a oe et 
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JOHN BROWN COLLEGE IS WELCOMED 
(quotes. from our correspondents ) 


"It 4s the name of: John Brown College that excites. me. 
Let us hear MOP. +" 


"I feel that young people ere being educated for 4: strange tier 
kind of ‘success’ that does not include happiness, or even. 


decency." 


"I would love to work with the initial activity for the 
establishment of a meaningful scholastic atmosphere that does 
not pander either to Business or the Federal Government's 
interests." 


"John Brown-.sounds great." 


"At any rate, I'm longing 40 go. back to school and John 
Brown sounds like the place." 


“T find American higher education becoming a progres= 
sively stifling experience for me and my students who desired 
college education which really touched upon the real causes and 
possible cures for the ills which, for example, the National 
Guardian points out in each of its issues." 


"T feel that John Brown. College will provide that con- 
temporary academic atmosphere which shall help immensely to en- 
liven American higher education." : 


sen eC ee M  E. e 


JOHN BROWN COLLEGE 
8. Kortright, N.Y. 


I pledge to contribute to John Brown College the sum of 
_. within one month from date. 


per month for one year. 


This contribution is designated for the 
General Fund. ‘(underline one) Scholarship Fund. 

| Sipneds 

address: 

date s Ac tee. ety Se POS 
wil | (pledge card)... 
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* JOHN BROWN COLLEGE 0 | , oe © 
8. Kortright, N.Y. 

13842 — 


_ THIRD CLASS 
RETURN REQUESTED 


ISSUED AT JOHN BROWN COLLEGE, SOUTH KORTRIGHT, N.Y. 13842 
labor donated by JBC personnel : 
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Saturday, Dec. 11, 1965 


JOHN BROWN PILGRIMAGE CONFERENCE 


Welcome to Harpers Ferry . . .. « « «© © e « « « « Dorothy Pitman 


Mrs. Pitman welcomed the group to Harpers Furry and expressed 
the desire fur viewing two main places. The Wax Museum"where 
we can feel almost alive with what went on" and the Arsenal. 


New Lyrics to 01d ‘John Brown's Body" .. . . « eelen Chandler 
(note: Chandler supposed to be one of top folk singers in America) 


" Mine eyes have seen the justicesees 
With every bid for freedom.ecee 


Chorus: , 
Move on over or We'll move on over you 


You never take your earmuffs off or listen when we speak 
that's why we keep moving on. 


I declare my independence from the towered and the slaved 
I declare that I will fight for my right... 


We're here today John Brown:to save and triumph to the end 
and that's why we keep marching on. 


Keynote Speech. eee ee © © © © @ © © © © © ee eClarence Seniors 
(Note: When Monroe, North Carolina, was under attack, and it still 
is, Seniors was one of the bravest people there--Intro. by Mrs. 
Pitman) 


"To freedomloving people everywhere who are carrying on 
the tradition of John Brown.We are here because we feel we have 
made progress and because we must make our revolution known. ‘ 
We are gathered here today for freedom and we still want freedom 
now. This is the time to do something about it. if we don't 
have freedom, we can never expect equal rights and all other 
things we deserve." 

"We have been and still are oppressed, been shot at, our homes 
epabed, denied nnt only equal rights but denied to be real men 
and women. We must not only, this policy fnew freedom here today, 


Comfiam fon 


t oe 
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but must carry it back to our communities. The only way to 
help the situation is to stantt up and help our brothers and 
sisters the world over. We don't want a policy we mst 
compromise on, wither." 
"The Civil Rights groups even the sNicks are noted for their 
approach to anti-viet Nam movements. Our task is to carry on 
the militant task for freedom. Evidence shows that Negroes do 
not want to fisht their black brothers and sisters in Europe, 
Asig, and parts of the world. They are forced into war. We 
would rather say here in the United States and fight for our 
freedome""I firmly believe that if John Brown was around today 
he would be fighting for the Blacks in Viet Nam and Africa." 


Speeches «oes ee ee et we ee ee ew wo ww ow ot ruman Nelson 
(Note: Nelson wrote “The Surveyor, Hero of Strength, John Brown 
revisits us, and latest, Torch of ty 


"John Brown 1s the only true revolutionist in this country. 
Others have been called revolutionists but those are the ones 
that gave us the Constitution and the Bill of Rights which were 
all made for the Whites.The message that John Brown brought this 
country was that you cannot make laws against people. We have no 
right to resist these laws because under our laws it is our duty 
perform to see that we have our rights." 
"People talk about John Browm's body. Nobody talks about 
John Brown's brain. Almost every honest man believed that John 
Boown was right in his Harpers Ferry demonstration. No.one should 
put down John Brown ethically or legally for what he did. 
What John Brown gave you and what you want to strengthen and 
buil@ up in you is a sense of justice and righteousness, but never 
any consciousness of guilt within you. This is the great gift 
he gave to you. Without any thoughts John Brown and his sons 
came and put their lives én the line and died for a race that 
wasn't even their own. John Brown's actions can be summed up 
in that Negroes are folks like everyone else."Many here will 
never strike a blow for the cause, but carry on by bringing the 
name of John Brow back until it rings. You can go my place in 
the world and mention John Brown's name, and everyone knows what 
4t means in fighting to be free and in dying to be free. 
"John Brown would have sinned not it he had done what he Gia 
for the rich or those in command. But because he was doing it for 
the oppresseqdiks was rejected and despiged. 
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Robert Williams in exile in Cuba. 


Puge 5 


Speechivs. ce: eee So sices Vee See ee ee ee ~Harold Head 
(Note? Head escaped from South Africa and came to U.S. in 1964. 


He is presently a student at Lincoln University.) 


"t am from a country whene the government {is similar to the 
government in this country. ‘We live in a government almost 
entirely composed of whites and executed by whites. The U. Se 
4s the only country in the world where I do not feel so far 
removed from the struggle at home. I really wanted to come to 
the U.S. but found that the people here aren't any bebter to mee 

Howevir, there is one main a@ifference in the similarities of 
our governnent. Where we sit together today and ig tines our 
sentiments, in South Africa this just isn't done. tt would be 
an offense Unlike here, everything is indoctrinated unde rgpound 
4n South Africa. 


Draft Resolutions »- -- eee ee 277 8 8 & & & . « em. Pittman 


One hundred and six years aGo John Brown attacked the Federal 
Araenal here in Harpers Ferry. Tig helped to start the Civil 


War. The spirit of John Brown lives on in our hearts for this. 
Today we acknowledge Patrice Lamond and we have not forgotten 


ee ee 
- a a ae 4 ce ern 
~ re me F ets 


We who are here today declare our independence from the dark 


and uncertain. 
(later refers to House of Representatives a 


House 


s the Unrespresentativd 


.Question directed 
to panel 


Discussion eeeee © @ © 8 & * ‘ee @ 
Panel composed of? 


Booker “elson-Greenwood , 
Labor Union. 

Harold Head- 5. Africa 

Clarence Seniors-N.°. 

Conrad Lynn- an attorney 

Truman Nelson 

Stephen Jacoby 


William Pithan . 
Dr. Nathan - from Howard University ; 


Mississippi and Rep. from Misse Freedom 


At. this time a resolution was made and seconded by Wm. Brenton 
to accept The Draft Resolution. 
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: 7 Speech. ese eee « # © © © * * © @© # * © 


Payee 4 


One speaker stated: : ‘ 
"Tf our resistence to white ‘supremacy leads to another Civil 


War, then let it go on." 


Question from Audience: Why are we bothering to present the 
Draft Resolution to the Senate, they never do anything for 
us anyhow? 


Panel': Answer: ‘ie will demand the Senate and House to pass this. ' 


We are not apoligizing for Joim Brown nor are we petitioning 
Congress. We are just realizing our duty. 


. « e e eBooker “elson 


I am proud to be here. Proud to be here to let you all know 
what is going on in Mississippi. There's a lot of trouble down 
thore. There's twe things that happen to Negroes who register 
and live on plantations: (1) If you register you get kicked off 
the plantation (2) If you are on welfare, tne check is cut down 
to $10 to 312 if you register, You cannot send your children to 


- school likeyou are supposed to. They don't have shoes to wear. 


They have to spend 30¢ a day for lunch--lunches which they cannot 
affordee | 

1 am Yroud to meet Mr, and Mrs. Pitman (chairmen of this 
conference). I have ridden all night on a bus to get here. 


To me this meeting is a great sign of coming to maturity 
of an American revolutionary riovement because.in thas audience 
our people have many different ideas but have come here because 
we have respec: for each other. This seems to indicate the 
unity of the problem we face-that of the U.S. Government. 
This unity of the Negroes against the white supremacy will lead 
to a division in the ¥. S. We welcome this division. We are 
determined to force the white supremacy from power throughout the 
world. ie will destroy the government which threatens us. Only 
in this way can American imperialism be stopped." 


Mirse Pittman: ~ 


The John Brown Commemoration Committee for the next pilgrimage 


‘ ne ! ; * 
q a 
r on } 
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Ree eer eee 


“Song about Viet Waits adores 


a? on me. 
Miss Liberty, touch your torc 


“. Bhe people down there are the v 


3, Song about Statue of Liberty 1 « + 


‘+: She faces out to sea 


Page 5 


o that we can spend a weekend 


on Dece 2, 1966, it is organized s 
. here so that "We can go into a lot of thingse" Ennourage others 
- $9 accompany you next time. 
° ven Chandler 


own in Viet Nam 
fet Cong 


Things are in 4 jam a 


tt be wrong, but 


ple just can 
you'd better get gone 


Chorus: A rule by the peo 
't you know 


et You're wrong Sam Scram, don 
v. 
Len Chandler 


We're here, we're tired and poor 
h and shine & little light 


Turn around 1 says touch your torc 


Se {urn around 


a Mrs. Pitman: 


and shine a little light on m6. 


I wish to urge you to talk to the unions in your community 
Labor Union. Mr. Nelson (Booker 


'.. $0 get them to support the Misse 
Letts take him back to New York 


Nelson) is here with us today e 
talk to the unions and try to get them 
Miss. Could we 


. with us, get some money» 
_ to give clothing and food to him to take back to. 
ee get a commitment to send him home with moneys food, and clothes? 
Man from Audience’ Is it possible to take up & collection here 

rom all other areas other than just New Yorke 


to ‘include people f 
Rico to help 


Nan from Peurto Rico: "I will get people in Puerto 
the people in Miss. xux We feel that the people in Viet Name 
ana Miss. Are our brothers alse 

Jean (woman from audience): “when we take over the 
government we don't have to stand for this type of treatment. 
Wie will commemorate John Brown's birthday like the whites do 


Deo. 25" 


a yr . 
° oP eNg ee ee at 
F + Ramee PN ee See J 


43265 Docld:325627556 Page 246 


h to the Cotton Curtain 


toe : 
new en ft 
Decne Sona “tS cam, cane A . 
aa i tar 


wa 


eter RE OE ON EASA tt EPI On ofeeittel cate Wise 
z Siok Re ieee ede, a 


lirs, Pitman (in ad journing) 


ot + Go back and buil@ in your nei 
‘+ Deacons of Justice. 


we 


“1. Notes Op retiring from the 
fo ‘Kilham's was burned in the lobbye 


a: 
Pe 


re 
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t _ Fase 6 


— 


ghborshood and support the 


v 
ry 

we. 

' 

Lo, Pn ce 7 ‘ , ‘ 
aero ; . ‘ 
. ch 2 att 
ie Vine a Ba eS eyanmg 9 ee ee ee! 4 rs 
ra Sa Sal a i or os 
oe tea bce ey RB AE ee oc cn re eB ly ete) 
“ a i ele amet oa lL eee et 
: a : wees ames 
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dining hall, A rebel flag of lr. 
No onewould admit who did it. 


: Pe 
. Tan ma ereneecanen cnet mettre ET A 


es eam eante eV 


Aen angen — eneeiee 
eee eerie mee ee 
ny . ry 


- 


eto St 
~~ enn eee eee 


4 


~ 2 


PEREGTON, FEE (157-2566) 43/30/85 
\ 


GAG, BALEINORE (157-1008) fat! 
D.ACONS OF DESENSE AUD TSE fee 
RACIAT, DAPPENG 

OO: WHEW ORLEANS 


Re Pittsburgh letter te Bursag 10/12/65; Hew York 
ee Bureau 10/25/65; Pittsburgh airtel te Bursau 
ff AFD» 


, Enclosed for Hey Orleans Is one copy each of ~ 
eta reb cagiiahaa to Bureau 8/17/65 and re Pittsburgh letter 
and air nm 


Qn 11/19/65, Mp. ROBERP Z, BUDLEY, Agent, Albert 

Esa 2ehu gouty, Real Zatate and ee aro. » 

213 W, Haeshingten St., Hagerstown, Hé., wos diserstely 
satcrviexed by SA ROBART I. BC EHROE relative to the 
Kenody farm end farmhouse, eammoniy referred to as 

‘FORE DRGMA's Farm’ leeated in the aeuthern part of 
Vachington County. Hd., mail address of Re. 1, Harper's 
Perry, West Va. It wis detarmincd that this property, 
provieuwsly utilige® ws a ‘regional’ headeuarters for the 
Hegre Slikxs , has been fer sale for sometime. Br. JANDS 
JULIAN, Silver Springs, Hd., deseribed by SOBLEY as ‘a 
prominwat and wealthy Negro decter , has signed @ somtract 
of sale with SODLZY for the purehase of this preperty. 
DUBLLY advised 11/26/65 hay beon set as the date for closing 
thle trangaction, te which date Be. JOLTAM wiii stake tizie 
te this properta. 


it wes farther determiacd fram PURLEY that there has 
been ao affairs hold at ‘JOHN BROYN‘'s Farm’ in roeceat 
months, and he wae anmavare of any meetings or gatherings. 
et any size to be held o6 this site within tha coming months. 
DUSLAY la unaware of the use to whith Dr. JULIAN plans 
to pul thie property; ne thought Ox. JULIAN might have 
intentions of establishing @ beys «amp there. 


@ - Burcaw (REGISTRRED MATL) 

1 + Now York (157-1545) (Zafo) REGISTERED MATL) ; 

@ . Nog Orleans (157~ (Sno, 3) AKGISPERED ALE 

i - Pittsburgh (357-429 {infs) REGISTERED BAIT,  ScaRcHED 


ee Faltiseara INDERED 
‘par SI RIAL ZED (gee = 
{7) aa ae File as 
EULA) aed 
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BA 157-2008 


ip uljew of the above 494 Sue infermation contaiacd 
im po Plitshurgh airtel 11/3/65 reflecting thas caprioncd 
OPgRGLAation appkrenily hac sehedwuled tue affair, planned 
for 12/a/6u, ab the Hilltap House, Harper's Perey, Bost 
Va.o On 18/2165, ne jupther investigesion of tais 
maiter is being sendactad hy Baltimore and ne conte: kits 
Dy, JULIAW is Betag considered  Esltamarae indiees 
eontainad ne information on Br. JULTAN. 


ro 
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Indices Search Slip 
i160 (Rev 10 1 59) 


TO CHIEF CLERK 
Subject 


Allases 


Birth Date 


Birthplace 


[| Exact Spelling 


All References 


L_|main Criminal Case Files Only 
Criminal References Only 
Main Subversive Case Files Only 


Subversive References Only 
File & Serial Number 


ee ee 


CH. 
ie oe al 


Remarks File & Serial Number 


| / a ‘eB 
Sere 


Ua TZ PA 
P20 ARR 


U 
UL 


Requested by Extension 


U7 
aQ 
& 
Qa 
a 


a“ 


Searched by 


\ 
\ 
\ 
N 

\ 
nS 


Consolidated by : 


\ 
Reviewed by l ' 


File Review Symbols 


I Identical ? + Not identifiable 
NI - Not identical U Unavailable reference 
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Main Subversive (If no Main list all Subversive References) 


Main Criminal (If no Main list all Criminal References) 


File No 


El aeeias to Locality of 


Remarks 


Routing Slip 


0-7. (Rev. 3-98-65) : 
TO: SAC, . Se 


| Albany | 

Albuguargue 
_ 4 Anchorage 
a 


aliGhore 

Birmingham , 

Bosten : 

Buffalo 

1 Butte . 

P" Gheelotio - 

("1 Chicugo 

i Cincinnen | 
| Cleveland 

fa Dallas. 

{__} Denver 

Co} Detroit 

(J El Paso 

CJ Honolylu \ 


Jésksoni 

Jacksonville 
inf ABI GIy 
Bhoxvilla 
Las Vegos 
Lite Hock 
Lon Anygles 
Lanigville: 
fen Memphis 
La} Mtarat ' 

Milwaukee 
(-} Minneapolis 
C_} Mobil 
(] Newark 
[({) New Haven 


ad Houston _ 
= Jnodignapelts 


L_) New Orleans 


eas Oklabema Ciiy 

j Sinahe. ’ 
[4d Phiadelonia 
fel Phoantx 


* (Copies to Offices Checked) 


| Maw York Cliy 
' Blorfalk 


Pittsburgh 
(r | Poriidnd 
{__} Puehmond 
a) 1S. Louta 
al Salt Luke City 
[_J Sen Antonio 
] San Diego 
) San Francisco 


(J Sen Juan 


(-] Springfield 


fo 


Cc 


fad Tapa 


Wdihingtan Pigtd 


. Ba oe Bigs 


as Husiod Aires 
i Landen 
Ft itary ila 
[hiekico, D.F. 
Olawea 


La Co Paris 


co Flome - . 
[_.] Kio de Janeiro 
C__] Tokyo 


| 
; ne os . : : Date _W/9/6s : 


RE: POEACONS -OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCt 
RACIAL MATTERS 


Relention 
£7) optional © 


For appropriate 


([] action 


If used ina future report, [_] conceal 


(4) For information - [=] Sucep, by ————-—- 


(C] The enclosed is for your information. 
all Sources: CI paraphrase contents. 


(CJ Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA 1 
dated a : caer 


Remarks: For “the information’ of all offices, the 
correct title of captioned group is DEACONS QF - 
DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC% and not DEBCONS EGR. 
DEFENSE AND JU aE TNC. 


-——— 


NOV _G 19k, 
FB — SINGS - 


, Ene. “oss , Llentoes enact cameescnader : 
Bufilo 187-2466 : : os 4 
urtile OG - New Orleans (157-2290) ar 


at 


me ee eee wa an cemmainaammanienell 
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(a aes ” = A ee Ge eS 7 SF 
_° s : : . / te g . 5, ts ss ty 
«FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) : u@® Poe : fs ‘@) 


FBI 
Date: 11/3/65 


«Transmit the following in : ; 
ye Pee ; (Type in plaintext or code) ae oa 


Mio AIRTEL — es 


: ’ (Priority) ¥ a9 oF A 
ewihetli .---_-------~-+~~---++-~-++~+~-+----- et i a a ct ee ai 
ag TOS . Director, FBI and 
ei SAC, New York 7 
*. From: SAC, Pittsburgh (157-429)  (P) 


i THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE 
” -RACIAL MATTERS 


a Re Newark airtel to Bureau, 9/20/65; Baltimore 
“. 41 letter to Bureau, 9/22/65, and Pittsburgh letter to Bureau, 
Ji, (10/12/65. 


so It is noted that Newark LHM, which was forwarded 
OE wath re Newark airtel dated 9/20/65, indicated that some affair) 
“". was to be held at Harpers Ferry, Maryland, on 12/4/65 in honor 
“i . Of JOHN BROWN. 


On 10/25/65, ANDREW HUTCHINSON, Park Ranger, Harpers 
‘. Ferry National Historical Park, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 
- advised SA EDWARD R, FLEMING, JR., that two Negro women, 
. Mrs. WILLIAM PITMAN, 180 West 80th Street, New York, New York, 
. and Mrs. ESTHER KUSIC, 115 Ashland Place, Brooklyn, N. Y., were 
-. in ‘Harpers Ferry, W. ‘Va. on 10/21/65 ostensibly representing, 
-, to the best of HUTCHINSON’ s recollection, the "John Brown 
'-,° Remembrance Society". HUTCHINSON stated he had made this 
- identification of these individuals based on their signatures 
on a guest register located at the Mather Training Center of 
’. the National Park Service, Harpers Ferry oe ‘was formerly 
: a Negro Baptist college, Storer College). 


r HUTCHINSON continued that Mrs. PITMAN and Mrs. KUSIC 
were seeking a place to hold a meeting which would be attended 

- by about 700 people and they indicated a desire to hold the 

‘meeting on 12/4/65. The ‘women determined that no facilities 


@ Bureau fe Damir (157-1008) (Info) 
_ 2 = New York (157-1542) 
- -. 1 = Pittsburgh ae : Pee #f/O aw SW 


JTM/jep | erie ie 


“Approved: a — 
: : - Special Agent in Charge Aonus 


eens s ee soiree 
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PG 157-429 


‘were available for such a meeting on 12/4/65 and they 
therefore selected 12/11/65 as the proposed date for said 
not a meeting. They determined that a banquet could be held at 
the Hilltop House, a privately owned Harpers Ferry 
restaurant-hotel, and that the BITECOP House could 
accommodate 350 people. 


HUTCHINSON stated that the women had spoken with . 
jesse Ferry Park Historian, WES WOLFE, and were outspoken 
in complaints concerning various biographies of JOHN BROWN. 
It was HUTCHINSON's recollection that the women were 
sympathetic to a man named DuBOIS, who had either attended 
. Storer College in the past or was a benefactor of that 
- college. HUTCHINSON also stated that it was his recollection 
' . that this individual named DuBOIS later became a communist 
- and went to Ghana. 


OA ay The indices of the Pittsburgh Office are negative 
ro". | goncerning John Brown Remembrance Society, Mrs. WILLIAM PITMAN, 
eo Se ’ and Mrs. ESTHER KUSIC. 


It would appear that the above meeting arranged to 

be held on 12/11/65 at the Hilltop House in Harpers Ferry . 
ae might possibly be identical with the meeting referred. to in 
ke aoe es above Newark LHM. 


ey New York and the Bureau are requested to check their. 
ee respective files with regard to the John Brown Remembrance 
an Society, Mrs. WILLIAM PITMAN, and Mrs. ESTHER KUSIC, and 
. advise Pittsburgh of the results thereof. 
b 
h 


New York is also requested to check with its dntornante 


ett “to ascertain whether the above-mentioned meeting. scheduled for 
BG oh pe 12/11/65 is an affair being held in behalf of The Deacons for 
Defense. 


In the event it is determined that the John Brown 
‘Remembrance Society: has some affiliation with The Deacons 
for Defense, New York is requested to furnish a suitable 
- eharacterization of The Deacons for Defense which, UACB, 
' will be disseminated by this office to the National . Park 
. Service and the West Virginia State Police detachment — 
ren Harpers pore W. Va. 
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UNITED ST._. GOVERNMENT 


MEMORANDUM 


DATE: 10/28/65 


| TO : DIPECTOR, FBI 
| FROM SAC, YORK eae (P) 
: = (DB) 
SUBJECT: THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE ee 
: RACIAL MATTERS wee ° % 
Re Newark airtel and LHM to the eat dated 


9/20/65. oS 

e ‘reliable, advised BILL (LNU), 
described by in re LHM asthe bartender, male, of 
Cuben or Puerto Rican decent, 5'10", 160 pounds, dark brown - 
hair, near olive complexion, a dy shaving and_ angular face, 
is. BILL PITMAN. : : . 


BILL PITMAN was the a secat of in 
which is reflected that) through the cooperation of Postal 
inspector J.M, BURKE, Postal Anspector's Office, United 
States Post Office, 23rd Street-and 8th Avenue, New York 
City, en 1/25/63, SAS of the NYO photographed names and 
addresses of a number of persons to whom copies of the 
"Worker's World" were mailed on that date. BILL and 
DOROTHY PITMAN were listed as residing at 150 West 80th 


WewW 32 


[Se 


Taz s3t 


Street, Apartment 9C, New York, New York. This is the © Z 
same cédrese[—] indicata BILL (LNU) and a group be E 
of nine men and seven women went to after leaving a lg 
benefit for the Deacons on 9/18/65. @ sly 
Orn 
- Bureau @ o he 
'- Baltimore eer fan 
2 - Jackson earieg fae 
lL - Newark (157-994) 8 Aso 
2 + New Orleans may es 
1 - New York (157-1549) (BILL PITMAN) (43) 0 7 2 
1 - New York : yO Se 
GAT: 11s ‘oe 
ris prod 
(12) bo” me & 
Sass | 
Pa ie o co o... 
a ett 4 HA ce | 2 H 
poe “30 ae . 
is +30 


Vi i965 § 
if _ BALTIMORE i} 


——— 


a 
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NY 157-1542 


On September 17, 1964, Detective RAYMOND J. 
CLAREH, Bureau of Special Services (BSS), New York City 
Polies Department (NYCPD), advised that WILLIAM PITMAN 
is Chairmary of the West Side CORE, located at 100 West 
S2nd St., NYC. 


On February 28, 1965, Ls insufficient 
contact to determine reliability. 
advised WILLIAM C, PITMAN is an Irish alien who has a Negro 


wife and two children. She stated that at the present. 
time, PETMAN has applied for American at ae and has 
received application for "first papers" / 


- alleged that PITMAN has pean very settee 
in the present Civil Rights program of the Negro. She 
alleged that ne hed organized a "West Side CORE", but 
this cuca ee was rebuffed by CORE as not being an 
offieial pranch oc ° ‘the main organization. | 


On 10/2 0/65, TT _nade available a ‘leafiet 


iadic sting a "discotheque party" was to be held 9/25/65; 
a’ 9: 29 PM, under the auspices of "The John Brown 

A enciec 18s Committee" (JBCC), 100 W. 82nd St., NY 24, 
ys Prone EN 2-4954, It is to be noted that this is the 


addresc where the benefit. for the ‘Dbg was held on 9/18/65. 


mwo indices negative re gBec, 


aon 10/27/65, Detective. ALONZO STANLEY, BSS, 
NYCPD, advised their files contain no | “information re 
ce Bcc, 2 fog 


ee iD Le 
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Seven 


penne Ferry National Historical Park, Harpers Ferry, 


“made by ‘any group to have any type of a. mooring in 


peak: Office services much of | ‘the: nearby area located: 
dn the 8 


“> faye Kennedy’ Farnhouse which s. metuntyy ane farmhouse, - 


Beer from the ated in: 
2 the property. owned 
aus. bulla 


bia danes 
- Bepureau | 


| Newark ery ee 
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‘DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, PITTSBURGH (157-429) (RUC) 


{HE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE 
RM 


Re Baltimore letter to the Bureau dated 9/22/65. . 
On 10/4/65, CLYDE B.. KING, Management Assistant, Ss 


W. Va.’;, advised that there’ is no known neeting place 
inh Harpers Ferry, W. Va.., which might be used for a. 
meeting of the. Deacons Por Defense, with, the exception. 
ot the: high scheol auditorium and the: National Park 
facilities at the Mather Training Center. 

id that to his: knowledge there has been no effort 


maa eke M. Va, on 12/4/65. 


ntified . 12/4 as the anniversary of . 
eng of JOHN" BROWN at nearby Charles ,/ 


t ae-aieted: that the Rurpers Perry, Ww. sat! 
ate of Maryland. 7 


¢ said’ that. ‘the: 1.B.P. 0.5. W. (Negro Elks). 
adquarters at what is known as. 


used ie JOHN BROWN: an 


1-Pittsburgh (157-429) 


_ERF: di: E 
oon 


ale 
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ares in: th 5 npecitie 3 buniaing: located at the Kennedy 


Sat fees 
"Baton : 


Banca for: Be. 
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Y 


2 Peas 157-429 ) 


on of . ing - birt 
SBAE buyer for the property. 


nds sources, “identity ‘the: attaie 


Be 


ea i ap ei ma en of ome 
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mS : : : 


DIRECTOR, , FBI | 9/22/65 


SAC, BALTIMORE (157-1008) | | | 


THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE 
RM 


Re Newark AT and LHM dated 9/20/65, : 


Reference to all available publications, maps, 
postal guides, etc. fails te disclose a Harpers Ferry, 
Maryland. Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, is just across 
the Maryland line and source in referenced airtel could 
have meant the affair in honer of John Brown to be held 
at the West Virginia location. 


Enclosed for Pittsburgh office is a copy of 
referenced airtel and letterhead memorandum. 


? - Bureau 


pS fe ee ian 
uy a a 2 


1 ~ Newark (157-1992) 
2 - Pittsburgh (Encl. 2) _ ol 
GQ). Baltimore sa 
BFN:ers po &/o 
(6) ; bs 
Searched 
Serialized AZ AC 
Indexed atk 
Pied J’ Rae 
Po 7 100 BB 
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Sified prior : 

1=ore Division. See 

slosed File Section 
hh Pocumente: 


to its release 
reper d 


‘Transmit the following in 


Via AIRTEL 


TO: 


. FROM: 


SUBJECT: THE EACONS FOR DEFENSE aac = reo ere Nad 
RACIAL MATTERS 


. . ee - (D) 
Re New York airtel to the Bureau dated 9/14/65. 


Enclosed for the Bureau. are eight copies of letter- 
head mémorandum captioned as above, Enclosed for Baltimore. 
and New York are two copies of letterhead memorandum. 
Enclosed for -Jackson and New Orleans is one. Sony each of 


letterhead. memorandums . va 

‘ . : : = , \ he 
No copy of Yeferenced communication was sent to 

Baltimore, 2 : % 

- source referred to in oe er ener 

is ) who has furnished reliable information in hg 

‘the past.” A written report was obtained from the informant y 

- by SA JAMES R, LAUGHLIN on 9/20/65, which veport will be F 


filed in Newark File[ ss 


For the information of Baltimore, The Deacons. 
for Defense and Justice (believed to be identical with 
captioned organization) are a militant Negro civil rights 
group who have vowed to fight the Ku Klux Klan with 
: physical violence, if necessary. — 


-o- Bureau (Encs. 8) : 
C2) = Baltimore (Encs. 2) > Poe 
1 New Orleans (Enc. 1) ’(info) SEARCHED A 


pee es ea be ae 


cen 


ae 


a 


Special Agent in Charge 


7 


. — 
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FOIA (b) (7) => “0 ) 


NK 157-1992 


For the additional information ‘of Baltimore, 
New York in re airtel advised that the West SideUnified 
Action Council (WSUAC) is located at 100 West 82nd St., 
New York City, according to the current New York City 
Address Telephone Directory. The WSUAC was formerly known 
as West Side CORE, (Source: iis isuac ve 1/2/65 ~- reliable) 
The WSUAC has sponsored or co-sponsored demonstrations, 
rallies, and/or fund-raising affairs during 1965 with one. 


-or more of the following organizations: 


The Upper West Side Du Bois Club 
The Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 


.The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party 


‘LEADS 


BALT IMORE 
At Harpers Ferry, Md.: Identify the planned affair 


on 12/4/65 in honor of JOAN BROWN, mentioned in enclosed 


_LHM and advise the Bureaus 


NEW YORK 


At New York City, New york: Attempt to identify 
BILL (LIU), mentioned in enclosed LumM and advise Bureau, 


Baltimore, Jackson, New Orleans and Newark. 


Docld: 325827556 Page 2762 


~. 1 


ss é 


a 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION : 


In Repis Plaase Refer - Newark, New Jersey 
File No. Z 


September 20, 1965 


THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


St pa ss Sm A em cee wm A SR BS SD OND ane eee Om men 


A source advised on September 20, 1965, that on 
Saturday, September 18, 1965, a party to benefit the 
Deacons for Defense was attended from about midnight, 
September 18, 1965, to about 4 a.m., September 19, 1965. 
The party was held at 100 West Sand Street, first floor, 
New York City. 


About 200 -— 250 persons were at the party which 
consisted of drinking and dancing, The only persons known 
by name were Juanita. (last name unknown), who is a Negro 
female, 5'2" tall, 110 pounds, age 25-40, black hair, dark 
brown complexion; Bill (last name unknown) , the bartender, 
male, of Cuban or Puerto Rican descent, 5'10" tall, 160 pounds, 
dark brown hair, near olive complexion, clean-shaven, angular 
face;' and Bertha (last name unknown), Negro female, age 
around 30, height 5'8", 135 pounds, medium brown complexion. 


; at A group of women appeared to be sponsoring this 
party. The group consisted of five white women and eight 
Negro women, They had various duties. One of them 
announced that the party had made a profit of over $400, 


After the party broke up, a group of ninenen and 
seven women went to Apartment 9-C, at 159 West 80th Street, 
New York City. This appeared to be the apartment of 
Bill (last name unknown), the bartender, and one of the 
women who was in charge of the party. 


At theapartment, Bill remarked that mrties are 
held every Saturday at 100 Wes t. 82nd Street, New York 
City, to raise money for various causes, The impression ; : 
was received that money was raised mainly for civil rights 
activity. 
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somé affair-to be held there on December 4, 1965, in honor 
of John Brown. Bill indicated he would make this trip 
later in the week, 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
It is the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, PBI 
FROM: SAC, BALTIMORE €157~Hew) 


SUBJECT: THE COMMITTED TQ AID THE BEACONS 


RM 


Re 8A airtel, dated 8/9/65, 


Baltimore indices are negative on MARK KLEIN, 


3 + Bureau 

?..« San Antonio 
um Baltinore 
MEGrears. 

(6) 


SEARCHED Jexesrarsins a 


Lr : ; 7 
_ | 77. D. 4G AY es Pe ae INDEXED erepnnwernston 


SERIALIZED Wim 
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SAC, San Antonio = 816/65 


negeslan, Hanh Ge ceeae 


_/ SEACONG OP pErense AND JUSTICE - 


RACIAL MATTERS 


NeSAlairtel 8/9/65 eantioned OPRe Committee to Aid 
the Deacons,” with copies te Albany and Baltimore; Buairtel 
to New Orleans 7/19/65. 


. Sueclesed for Hew Oxtéann is a Zerez copy of referenced 
fan Antonio airtel. 


Eaolosed for San Antonio, Baltimore and Aibany is « 
Xerox copy of referenced Bureau airtel 7/19/65 snd a Xerox 
eapy of a “Hall Street Journnl” article. 7/12/65 concerning 
captioned organisation. 


San Antonio should pronptiy submit letterhead 


Peer (LEH), with copies to New Orleans, regarding attempts: 


to form a committee te aid the Deacons of Defense and Justice 
in Austin, Texas, ag set forth in reairte} 8/9/65. hecal 
dissemination ghould be made te Aecret | Service and the military 
intelligense. 


Yoon receipt of backgroud data concerning Magic Klein 


. aad further information regarding attempts te organize the 


Deucons in Austin, Texas, San Antonio should « er inter. 
viewing Kiein. A search of Bureau indices WEEE: bor made upon 
receipt of identifying date on Herts Klein. 


Enclosures (2) 


2 - Albany - Enclosures (2) alk 


@) ~ Baltinore - Enclesures (2) 
a =~ Hew Orleans (457-3290). Enclosure 
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“oo, Adrtel | 


mot Baca, New Orleans (197-9290) “Gino. } 


peony”. Director, FBI (187- 2466) a 
-. DEACONS oF DEFENSE AND SUSTICE | : eg ae 
ee MATTERS 0S ee ge 


en 3/26/65. and NOteletype 7/14/65. 


a ra 


eel ‘i 


) m 
is Birmingham (157-1446) Cine, ) a 
.. .., Charlotte. (157-882) a 
oe widen Jackson | — (157-3465) (ite. ) 
Jacksonville (157-new) ae ) 
fap Mobile — Cot-181) (Enc, ce 
Savannah 157-731) (une) 


+ 


pepuadevel ea! ‘New eicaat dated ei ‘Nosirtel to 


" gneloged for each office is one copy. of a “Wall Strect 


© Journal" article dated 7/12/65, entitled “lore Dixie Rear ore 
Bay Arms . to Retaliate Against White Attacks." 


Yor the information of offices feseivine. this comminica 


*Pgton,. the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc., is a Negro organ~ ‘ee 
 4zetion incorporated under the laws of the State of Louisiana with. 


“headquarters at Jonesboro, Louisiana, The Deacons has as one of | 
~. Ats purposes, the arming of Negroes for protection against Kian 
. -'wdolence and recently has been active in racial denous trations 
~~ dn Bogalusa, Louisiana, In addition to the enclosed article. 
it has received wide publicity. It hag been reported in news 
“articles, such as the enclosed, that the Deacons hag 50 to 55 
.. -¢hapters in several sitatea; it allegedly hag 5,000 to 15,000 
' menbers and has acquired a large number of woapons, Bureau in- 
-yestigation to date has not substantiated apparent exaggerated 


claing. At early organizational meetings: ‘in Bogalusa, Louleiana, 


- dn February, 1965, Deacon leadera bonsted. that they had sources 

who could furnish kege awounts of weapons and ammunition including 
— ‘ automatic weapons. It is necessary, therefore, that we obtain - aig 
(| eomplete facts ag to the OR GSNLEETEOD: @ actual Sp of 


rm 
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“Airtel to SAC, New Orleans 
o RE . DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
157-2466 


ee ReNOairtel of 3/26/65, sete forth leads to interview 
officers and leaders of the Deacons in an effort to obtain Be 
_ detaile concerning membership, arms and activities. New Orleans a 
immediately conduct interviews of -Dencons' officers with the . | 
purposes of obtaining complete information rogarding the organiza-~ 
4 chon and discouraging illegal arming and illegal acts. 


; It is noted that the recipient offices, except New Or leans, 
advised by teletypes 7/14-15/65, that tho organization did not extant in © 
their territories, Nevertheless, all offices receiving this af 
“. communication will immediately conduct. approprinte investigation to 
—.:, determine if there are any Deacons' Chapters in their respective 
Divisions. Promptly advise the Bureau of the existence of any . 
Deacons’ Chaptera or attempts to organize. Determine pacer eHepe 
strength of membership, activities, and arms acquired. Be 
especially alert for any large supply of arms and their source. | 
Disseminate all pertinent information to Army Intelligence and 
. Becret Service, locally, BEeeReyy eubaie Rettesnees:s memoranda 
_ concerning Sevelopnents. 


be 


o. - New Orleans, as office of origin, is die teucxed to 
:  gubmit, an investigative report within thixty days which should 
‘inelude results of all investigation to date, . 
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Race & Violence 

Re bs More ‘Dixie Negroes 

2 Buy Arms to Retaliate 
: Ne Against White Attacks 


oUt 


— @ | , A 
& ad vies) 


Mea . : 
We she Dertona, Intgent and beat organized of 
the groups, operate openly In Bogatuan rn 


Jonesboro. But thelr chapters fre operating In 
near-secrecy in many other towns, An Inter ; 
view with a thp Deacon official, and atibrequent) 
checking with Jocal fenders, tends to confirm 
the preariice af over 60 active chapteray the 
renter of power is in Poulalana and in the 
Mississtppl Deltn, Rut lately the Deacons have 
formed groups in “three or four’ counties of |.” 
(northern Florida, In reveral towns In Routh |, 
, Cnrotina, in two towne In western North Caro- 
Lo dina, and in Atahrorn, 
+ The Dencon effictal, who rempreala snonymity |, 
2) tor himsel€ and aska that the names of the a 
iE _ towns not be published té aveld Klan repriania, 
tee WHE give no Apres on the Derncons’ total 
Ke elrength, Thin han heen varioualy estiniated hy 
bother aotirees at between 6.000 and 16,000. Or- 
#, ganizera Instat that Negroes desiring fornia. |: 
tion of a chapter be able to roid up a mint & 
4) mum of 28 memhera and finance @ trip to thelr 
| town for the organizer, Membera pry thelr local 
yo | chapters an Inttatlon fee of $19, teuntly tise 
: far gine and ammunition, and give monthty 
Je: ., donattons, : 
“op tt Parattela Klan Bulls 
) Inalmoat every cane, the formation of these 
i) proupa reauila from parallel buitdups in Kian 
"4 ptrength and vettvity in thelr areas. The Ktan | 
~ naw haa a atata charter to do business ty 
Ai. North Carotina, and crona-bttrnings In the wert: | | 
Ji @rnm part of the rinte have Inapired interent |. 
Ia the Dencona there, In ong small. town a | 
2 Inent Negra rectdent tells of reading about the 
4 nrmpd group tn Jot magazine, a Negro piib- 
lication, and rending awny to thé Deacons for 
. Information: He keeps nine gina Inchis home, 
Ale Inaded at all tintes, rnd notes that many 
_ Negroes In towt are hitying weapona naw, A 
t onew Deacon chapter da being formed. 


pet ae 


ee 


1 


i Secret Societies Are Fornied 
; " In Many ‘Towns; Rights) 
: Groups Caught in Middle 


t 


tenia : 


| Non Violence Coming to End? 


By Far L. ZIMMPRMAN 
e ee GOO Reporter of THE WALD BIREET JOURNAT 5 
; qs With few exceptions, the pattern of Negro 
{ 4 iprotest Yn Dixle has been one of passive non- 
le, , ‘yiolence. But in the rurat Gouth thie summer, 
y: ; fenr ta mounting that angry Negroes ate ready 
"h fo reject the Biblical Injunction to “turn the 
other cheek’ and embrare an older, Haraher 
tode--an eye for an eye. : 
‘In a surprising number ot small, aleepy 
towna tn the South, banda of militant, heavily 
 Varmed Negroes are forming In’ near-secrecy. 
. | they are Incally led, and they shore An open 
t contempt for the doctrine of-non-viotence that 
i the major civil righta organizations espoure 
Their rapld apread Intd at feast alx states fr 
the Routh Is alarming law. enforcemant offi 
ters and moderate groups working for ratin 
harmony, who fear a major bloodtetting In 
rural areas may resutt. 
Lnat week, 8 Negro man In Bogalusa, La., 


i! 


ant and critically wounded a white man wit- \ : iy ' ORenlded the Dencend, thera ara other Inet. 
““nennea RAY attacked him, There were. confiict- = i * formal nemed orennizatinna apringing up. tt 
tng reports about whether the Negro wan adi 9.) My the Bont. "There groups are alt over the atal 2 


ae naw, ond Pin gind they're around any: 
VA, Charles Rivera, Minstanippt Meld necretary fo 
il\ the Natlonal Adaneintion {de the Advantemen 
} 


: A | Of Colored Peonte, ' 
al Though they ptofeas non-violence, major 


+ member of the Deacona tor Defense and dus- |! 
“tire, an armed Negro group whose center of 
dtreneth fs Rogaluaa. Eariler racial atrife In 
this hate-filled. town Involved shootings Into 
Negro homes by night ridera helleved to be 
members of the Ku Klux Kian—and retaliatory 
fire at their autos hy the Deacons. Gunite 
aton has trakled in donestoto, La, where the 
gamn Negro group has an active organization. |: 
HE ing Back"! ; : t 
‘ The armed groups claim thelt only purpose |). 
1 ta to protect the Negro ‘communily from: 
violence by an Increasingly hostile —and afar 
atmed—Klan how résurgent In many areas 0 
the rural South. “df the Klan tries to hit ts 
they will get hit. back,” vows. the leader o 
one group. ‘there entid he “hitting Back” tn 
,., Many A town, this nummer, for the armed | 
A pana aed GeoHAg Hapldty 9.4 1A Mie: 


. a Se ee fot A Reena crimp 
z i ‘ ; moos : macy san Pee tare Pe 


civil rights orgnnizations: have refured to din- 
yavow the Dencons and other armed. groups 


th / = posathly because to da ro wold rob them 
: (i of local aupport needed for thelr own projects, 
‘ 


44 \ Jamen Farmer, national director of the Con- 


et ange ip igs OS e.*¢ : ‘ Lait 


oat 
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Xace & Violence: 
ake Up Arms “Ag 


MALS Sh anda 


J 


e-/Defenslve Violence?” 


; ‘ecmeme sd. 
at Even some staff members of the Southern 
'. Christian Leadership Conference headed by the 
Rev. Martin Luther King, the foremost cham- 
pion of passive, hon-violent protest, give a 
carefully hedged defense of the Deacons. 
~ “There is such a thing as ‘the ¢up of endurance 
.funning over,"' says an alde. ‘Dr. King's post- 
tlon makes a distinctlon between defensive 
- violence and aggressive violence. I think the 
' Deacona come in the category of defensive 
.. vViolence.”’ But he adds: The goal of a non- 
violent movement :is to create a community 
‘where people can live in harmony-and I don’t 
think guns help that.” 


: Many organizations working for peacetul 
‘{ntegration agree, and go still further. “If the 

eacona really catch hold, ft could mean the 
end of non-violence in some areas of the South. 
Potentlally, this ts an extremely serlous de- 
velopment, which could cause a wave.of vio- 
fence with national repercussions,” says Paul 
Anthony, field director of the Southern Re- 
gional Counctl, a highly respected biracial or: 
ganization studying tacé relations. . 
,  Ozell Sutton, associate ‘director of ‘the 

Arkansas Council on’ Hutan Relations, says: 
_ “Someday there’s going to be a ‘real. blood- 

ativminmewhere. L hate to kay ite eto by | 


nature Negroes aren't any more fofi-vihient 
thar. anybody else.’’ Louisiana Gov. John J. 
McKetthen feels the Deacons “increase the 
possibility for violence.” And W. J. Simmons, 
National Coordinator - of the * segregationist 
Citizens Cotincils of America, predicts: ‘The 
Deacons wilt move Souther whites toward 
more violence, besides costing the civil rights 
movereht a Jot of Nberal sympathy In the 
North.’ ; if ¢ Banos : 

There already ts evidence that the post-| 
tion of both whites and Negroes’ has hardened 
appreciably in Bogalusa, where the Deacons 
have their greatest strength. “If violence las 
to settle this, then the soonér the better,” 
detiares & Bogelusa man widely assumed by 
residents to be a leader of that area's power. 


ee 


cameron 


| MThe Well Wishes’? 


‘ - tho remain on cali in case of the ‘war’? Mr, 


‘toring the group’a walkie-tatkie transrisstons 


% 


More Negioes 
ainst White Attacks|| 


a 


Lane 


Vinlenen, Expocted 
Robert Hicks, vice president of Bogalusa's 
\Civic and Voter League, a local Negro or- 
ganization whose membership overlaps with 
that of the Deacons, talka ominously of Boga- 
lusa's fulure. ‘‘We'ro going to have a war. 
T honestly belleve that.’ What about non- 
violence? “My idea of a non-violent person 
is one who Isn't looking for trouble. But we're 
not about to double up lke the COR pen- 
ple do when we're attacked,” he replies. i 
A visitor to Bogaltsa, a onge-peacefut 
paper mill town 65 miles north of New Or- 
leans, finds it has become, In the words o 
a local white minister, ‘an armed camp.’ 
Three persons—Negro and white—offer to len 
the visitor guna “for your own protection.’ 
The streets are almost deserted after dark 
save for police officers. standing watchfully 
by thelr squad cara. '. 
Mrs. Hicks, wife of the Iocal Negro leader, | ~ 
had n few friends over for coffee the other | 
day. There was no talk of the weather, chil- 
dren, or other wifely chitchat. Sitting In th 
dining room near 8 atand holding four shot:. 
guns and ammunition, they talked of the threat 
of vintence. "I'm going to get me a machine! 


Tle 


a rr ei 


(hun or some hand grenades,” one woman sald. {| 
‘In the living room, Mr. Hicks hauled out a 
ihoaded 30-30 Winchester rifle for visitors’ 
a@nspection. 


He claims the forniation of the Deacons | 


| 


‘has nearly enced the practice of firing into - 
‘Negro homes at night, a practice attributed | 
_ {to the Klan. “We've got them scaked now,” — 
isays Mr. Hicks, pulling aside the drapes at : 
- iis picture window. to scrutinize a passing 
‘Jear. “Five or six men stay here every night, 


and if a mob attacked we could 


have 30 guna 
‘on them jin a minute.” , ; 


i 


{ Besides their regular members, the Boga- 
‘Tusa Deacons can press Into service an armed 
- militia’ of sorts called ‘the well-wishers.’’ 
: These are Negroes who prefer not to ally 
“themselves openly with the organization, and 


‘flicks envisions. 5 
The large contingent of FRI agents in 
;Bogalusa—at least 30 were there ona week 
récently—is known to he watching the Deacons 
‘elosely. The FBI won't disctss its activittes, 
but Bogalusa’s public nafety commissioner, 

_ Arnold D. Splers, reports the agents are moni- 


_ f—and adds that the Deacons are, in turn, 
- imonttoring local police calts. Deacons using 
* ‘eltizen-band radios commonly patrol Negro dis- 
tricts, guard the homes of local lenders, and 
‘stay alert for possible while attacks during 
letvit rights demonstrations and meetings.-~ 

+ Col. Ben F, Ragusa, assistant superin- 
itendent of the Louisiana Stile Police, says in- 


ertport the group is monitoring state police 
itddio calls, too, and has made plans to ‘“cor- 
\gregate at the scene if a@ Negro 18 helrig ar-; 
irested.. Ifsthe Deacons. decided ithe . Negro“ P=" 
wash't getting falr treatment, they'd try to. 4.) - 


take ‘Himn away from tia. by f 


orce,’ 


2. 
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Mayor ‘Jesse Gutiee of Bogalusa says “the” 
‘city. has-pecpared an emergency ordinance pro- 
j.viding for the confiscation of firearms if an: 
armed conflict threatens. ‘‘The ordinance is 
probably illegal,’ he concedes, ‘but it might 
take two weeks to thrash it out in court and , 
in the meantime we could have prevented ; 
something serious.’ Gun laws {In the South, ' 
| while varying from state to state, generally. 
allow persons to carry weapons 48 long ad. 
they’re not concealed. d 


Defensive Role Stressed 
The Deacons stress over and over that they 
will only use their weapons to ‘defend them- 
il selves against white attacks, and require new 
members to sign pledges to that effect. ‘‘We’re 
constantly riding all the members all the time 
'!about this,’ says Charles Sims, president of 
| the Bogalusa Deacons. The Deacons contend 


ae oe 


asl sel sa Os: 


cnet 


: 


phe genet 


eee 


‘that the failure of Southern law enforcement: 
! agencies to protect Negroes adequately and 1m- 
partially against Klan violence .makes the 
‘formation of defensive units such aa theirs 


ecessary. , 


It’s true that much of their activity is, in’ 
ffect, guard duty, A Deacon chapter in Var-? 
ado, La., a town pf 331 persons seven miles - 

rth of Bogalusa, has been formed to protect 

the: widow of Oneal Moore, a Negro deputy 
sheriff slain in June.. Mr. Hicks in Bogalusa - 
says she has received phone calls threatening © 
‘| violence to her and Seaperation of her hus-. 
‘) band’s grave. : . t 


But to Southern law bnforcement agencies 

| --and to many groups trying to promote inte- 

gration without violence—these armed bands 
are essentially vigilantes posing an increasing | 

threat of bloodshed. ‘‘They're a threat to 

j| society,” declares Commissioner Spiers. In 
| Jackson, Miss., which has no known armed 
‘| groups now, M. B. Pierce, chief of detectives, F 
i)declares: “If they show up here we’re not 
| going to fool around with them. Our ‘response 
would be that they can do the civil righting 


and we'll do the law enforcing.” 
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hat FARIORLERN, a Cornell University 
» Tex che purtpese of whieh is to aid the "Deacons | 
ter Sefanse and Justice.” KLEIN deseribed the "Deacens” es 
ego oa aienss. gvoup.e” Information alse develeped | 
an the Haltimere areas 


that KLEEN. aise 48 knows 


information developed. hy SA GEORGE W. He LEQh 
at Austin ao ELEIH glans to Seana din Avuetin eer 
Sowers per 4085. 


ALBANY 
i ‘erent apnea gamle, 


WLLL sheck racerds at Corne ld Univeraity regarding 
MARK KLEIN for backgroud 3 eaation., Algo advise fan 
Antonio Bivigion any information of value regarding eubject 
available in files ef Albany Division. 
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FD-160 (Rev. 10-1-59) 


52 
' 


TO: CHIEF CLERK 


Subject 


Aliases 


Sex 


(J Male 
CJ Female 


Address 
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| DATE: 


| July 2nd, 1966 
TIME- 23 h5pm - 3:05pm 
LOCATION Gay and Broadway Knox Pres. Church 


ORGANIZATION (S) oe For Defense Of Justice 


PERSON (S) Auto of Ernest] Thomas, c/m/, Head of Deacons For 
Defense Of Justifce. Louisiana Tags 148862 
1959-60 Chrysler, Tan bottom, dark brown top. 
This car has a q way Citizen's Band Radic. 
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TIME-Between 2345 & 3305 PM 


; B & G 5 
LOCATION Seeetey cer Ste) 


Knox Pres, Church 


ORGAN IZATION (S) gcd or defense 


f justice 


PERSON (S) 


EARNEST THOMAS 


~ Sana 


